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particular Motive for this Ad- 
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dious of the God of his People, 


2 tv execute {6 great a Truſt with 
1 { increafing Succeſs, Your Lord- 
2 ſhip, in a very ſhort Space of 
Time, has confirmed our warm- 
© eſt Hopes. 
with its de pendent Colonies, 
form to themſelves the moſt 
Þ pleaſing Proſpects on this Occa- 
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INTRODUCTION. 


LL Commerce is founded upon 
the Wants, natural or artifi- 
ISS £22), real or imaginary, which 
ERS the People of different Coun- 
tries, or the different Claſſes of 
1 Inhabitants of the ſame Coun- 
try, are deſirous, in defect of their own ſingle 
Abilities, to ſupply by mutual Intercourſe. If 
this Commerce be carried on between the In- 
bhlaabitants of the fame Country, with the 
' XZ Growth or Manufacture of that Country on- 
I), it is called Homz ConsUMPTIoON : which 
zs ſo far ſerviceable, as it preſerves the ſeveral 
Peofeſſions and Stations of Life in their due 
l. > Order, as it promotes Arts and Sciences, with 
2 Rotation of Induſtry, Wealth, and mutual 
: XZ Good Offices between the Members of any 
Community. For theſe Reaſons, Traffick, 
merely of this kind, is of great Importance, 
though it neither 7ncreaſes nor diminiſbes the 
Publick Stock of National Treaſure. i 
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i INTRODUCTION, 


Bor Providence having intended that niere 
ſhould be a mutual Dependance and Connec- 
tion between Mankind in general, we find it 
almoſt impoſſible for any particular People to 
live, with tolerable Comfort, and in a civiliged 
State, independent of all their Neighbours. 
Beſides, it 1s natural for Men to extend their 
Views, and their Wiſhes, beyond the Limits 
of a ſingle Community, and to be defirous of 
enjoying the Produce or Manufactures of other 
Countries, which they muſt purchaſe by ſome 
Exchange. Now this Intercourſe with other 
Nations is called Foxrzic6n TRADE. And 
in the Exchange of Commodities, if one Na- 
tion pays the other a Quantity of Gold or Sil- 
ver over and above its Property of other Kinds, 
this is called a BALANCE againſt that Nation 
in favour of the other. And the whole Sci- 
ence of gainful Commerce conſiſts in the bring- 
ing this ſingle Point to bear *. Now there can 
be but one general Method for putting it in 


5 Practice; ; 


* This i is ſpoken with reſpect to the ultimate Ante 
of Trade. For in reference to the intermediate Balance, it 
doth not always hold true. A Trade may be beneficial 
to the Nation, where the Imports exceed the Exports, 
and conſequently the Balance paid in Specie, if that Trade, 
directly or indirectly, is neceſſary for the carrying on of 
another more profitable and advantageous. But then it is 
to be obſerved, This Trade is not beneficial, conſidered 
in 16% %, but only as it is relative and ſubſe ubſervient to the 
carrying on of another, This is the Caſe, with reſpect 
to the n Part of our Trade to the Baltic, ane 


a „ TY & ; 
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Practice ; and that is, ſince Gold and Silver is 
the univerſal Standard for making an E/timate 
of the Value, and regulating the Price of the 
Commodities or Manufactures of both Coun- 
tries, to export LARGER 2zyant:ties of our own, 
and import LESS of heirs; ſo that what is 
wanting in the Value of their Merchandiſe, 
compared with ours, may be paid in Gold and 
Silver. The Conſequence of which will be, 
That theſe Metals will be continually incregſ- 
ing with Us, as far as relates to that particular 
Trade and Nation, and decreaſing with them, 
And in what Proportion ſoever their Money 
comes into our Country, in that Proportion it 
may truly be affirmed, That our Sailors, 
Freigbters, Merchants, Tradęſmen, Mamifac- 
turers, Tenants, Landlords, Duties, Taxes, 


2 Exciſes, &c. &c. are paid at heir Expence. 


THE PRINCIPLES of Trade therefore be- 
ing ſo clear and certain in themſelves, and with- 
al ſo obοẽ,ůs to any Man of common Capacity 
and Application, it is a very ſurprizing Matter 
how it comes to paſs, that both Men of good 
Underſtanding are many times totally ignar ant 
WL | 314 e of 


the Eaff- Indies: They are inſtrumental in procuring a 
Balance elſewhere, though, properly ſpeaking, diſaduan- 
tageous in themſelves,” Which brings ihe Matter to the 
Point from whence we ſet out; vis. That the whole 
Science of gainful Commerce conſiſts, ultimately, in 
% procuring a Balance of Gold or Silver to Ourſelves 
from becher Nations #55090 7 en een e 
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Wa they are in the buſy and eager Proſecution of their 
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of them, and Merchants themſelves ſo divided 
in their Sentiments about them. 


As to the i Caſe, perhaps it may be ac- 
counted for, if we conſider what diſadvanta- 
geous Notions Men of a liberal and learned 
Education have imbibed of this noble and inte- 


reſting Science; on which the Riches, the 


Strength, the Glory, and I may add, the very 
Freedom of our Country, ſo effentially depend. 
Yet it has been repreſented as a dry unenter- 
with endleſs Difficulties, not reducible to any 


fixed and certain Principles; and therefore fit 


for none, but the Mercantile Part of the 
World; whoſe Subſiſtence depends upon it, to 
give themſelves any Trouble concerning it. 
But upon a fair Examination it will 
appear, that this Repreſentation is very falſe 
and injurious in every particular, 5 


* 


As to the Second it muſt be indeed confeſ- 
ſed, That Merchants themſelves are very often 
divided in their Sentiments concerning Trade. 
Sir * Joſiab Child, Mr Gee, Mr Gary of Briſ- 
10 N $a + ol. 


* The Words of Sir Jeſſab Child firangly corrobo 


4 particular Trades, although they be very wiſe. and 
4 good Men, are not always the beſt Judges of Trade, 
48 it relates i the Power and Profit of 4 Kingdom. 


The Reaſon may be, becauſe their Eyes are ſo con- j 


66 tinually 
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trol, and almoſt all Commercial Writers, have 
long ago taken Notice of this Difference of 
Opinions. But however range and unaccoun- 
table it may appear to Perſons not converſant 
in theſe Matters, there is a very ſtrong and 
= convincing Reaſon, when the Affair is ſearch- 
ed to the Bottom, for the diſagreeing Opinions 
i © of different Merchants purſuing their reſpeftive 
© Intereſts, The leading Idea, or the Point aim- 
; = at by every Merchant muſt be, in the Na- 
ture of Things, and in euery Country, a Balance 
in favour of himſelf. But it doth not always 
1 low, That this Balance is likewiſe in favour 
of the Nation; much leſs of other Merchants, 
vhoſe Intereſts may be oppofiter to his own. 
While therefore each Perſon ſees in a favour- 
9 ie Light his own Branch of Commerce, and 
3c eſires to —_ all l. ole an to that 
4 Traffick, 


1 tinvally fixed upon What 0 for their Nene Gain 
1 or Lofs, that they have no Leiſure to expatiate or 
X< turn their Thoughts to what is t n fo 
the Kingdom in general,” — 


_ << The like may be ſald of all Shop-keepers, An ane 
F |< Clathiers, and other Manufacturers, until they have 
= < left off their Trades, and being Rich, become by the 
„ Purchaſe of Lands, of the ſame common png” with 
„ moſt of their Countrymen,” — | 


= This juſtly celebrated Writer was. himſelf an Inſtance 
XX of the Truth of this Obſervation. For, if Tam not greatly 
: | miſtaken, he did not write this very Treatiſe, Til be 
bad left off Trade, and being Rich, became by the Pur- 


| chaſe of Lands, of the ſame common Intereft with the Reft 
„ bus Countrymen. 5 


5 4 1 2 


1 
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Traffick, on which the A 24 of himſelf 
and his Family, perhaps total. 42 depends, it is 
but reaſonable to expect t eir r r 


ſhould caſh. 


| HI Nor Arefbre ſome bare thoighe; T hat 
a Perſon of a liberal and learned Education, 


| not concerned 1 in Trade, is better qual: ed to 


engage in the Study of it as a Science, than 
a Merchant himſelf : becauſe, fay they, „ his 
Mind is freer from the Prejudice 7 SEI. 
tereſt, and therefore more open to Conviction 
in Things relating to the General Good. They 


add, That though he may not underſtand the 


' Buying and Selling of particular Commodities, 


or the fitteſt Time to bring them to a profit- 


able Market, (which is the proper Province 
of a Merchant) yet he may underſtand, in 
«what Reſpects the Nature of that Trade con- 


tributes to the Lo or Gain of the Publick, 


with a Degree of Evidence, which perhaps 


the Merchant never thought of: as being in- 


deed not concerned 8 as a Merchant, in 


uch kinds of LS 


Bu = e oreterifing to Aeterrdde who 


are the beſt qualified. to engage in. the Study 
of this moſt. uſeful and extenſive Science, 4 


Us rather humbly recommend it to the Atten- 


tion of them both. For undoubtedly. both 
have their Advantages ; and perhaps the Ap- 


— of both together, might be Nen ſuc- 


ceſsful O 
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INTRODUCTION. vu 
ceſsful than either of them ſeparately. - If the 
One ſhould happen to be % ſelf-intereſted, 
by means of his Situation in Lite, and more 
open to. Conviction in Caſes relating to the ge- 
neral Good; the Other, for the very ſame 
Reaſon, is more ferlful in the Practice of 
Trade, and a better Judge, whether the Pro- 
ject, perhaps fo fair in Theory, is feaſible in 


Fatt 


As to the Private Intereſt of Merchants, 
which is here ſuppoſed to be a Braſsupon their 
Minds, this, moſt” certainly, coincides, for 
the moſt Part, with the General Intereſt of 
their Country: and /o far it can be no Argu- 
ment in their Dzsfavour. But nevertheleſs, 


Truth obliges Us to acknowledge, That in 


certain Caſes, * © A Merchant may have a 
ce Aiſtinet Intereſt from that of his Country. 
He may thrive by a Trade which may prove 
* her Ruin.“ Nay more, He may be imp. 
veriſhed by a Trade that is beneficzal to her. 
But undoubtedly, the Moment he perceives he 
is carrying on a /oofing Trade, he will quit it, 
and employ his Thoughts and his Subſtance 
in the Proſecution of ſome other. Moreover, 
as it is a Balance in favour of himfelf, which is 
the principal Object of his Aims and Endea- 
vours, it cannot be expected, but of two 


Trades, 


* Britiſh Merchant, Vol. II. page 1 41. 800 Edition, 
1721. See likewiſe the Inſtances there given to conhrm 
this Chſcryation, 


vii INTRODUCTION, 
Trades, both advantageous to the Communi- 
ty, he will embrace bat which is moſt pro- 
fitable to himſelf, though it ſhould happen 
to be Jeſs gainful to the Publick. It is a Max- 
im with Traders, and a juſtifiable one, To ger 
all that can be got in à legal and honeſt Way. 
And if the Laws of their Country do give them 
the Permiſſion of carrying on any particular 
' gainful Trade, it is their Buſineſs, as Merchants, 
to engage in the Proſecution of it. — As to the 
great Point of National Advantage, or Diſad- 
vantage, this is properly the Concern of others, 
who fit at the Helm of Government, and con- 
ſequently whoſe Province it is, To frame the 
Laus and Regulations relating to Trade in ſuch 


a Manner, as may cauſe the Private Intereſt of 


the Merchant to fall in with the General Good 


For theſe Reaſons therefore the Appoint- 
ment of the Bo ARD of TRADE, muſt cer- 
tainly appear a very wiſe and neceſſary Inſtitu- 
tion. The Intent and Deſign being, as I hum- 
bly conceive, to anſwer this very End. And 
the Honourable Members of it may be looked 
upon in this Light, as the GuarDians of 
the Pu BLICK WELFARE. In prefiding 
over the General Commercial Intereſts of the 
Kingdom, they are to inſpec the ſeveral Branch- 
es of 'Traffick, that are carried on, and to give 
 Netice to the Legiſlature, whether the Profit 
of the Kingdom, or of the Merchant, is moſt 

| | 5 promoted, 


A 
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promoted; that the proper Remedies, or Eu. 
couragements may be applied, according as the 
Cafe requires, by ſtopping up the former Chan- 
nels of a diſadvantageous Trade, opening new 
ones, which may enrich the Pub/ick and the 
Adventurer together ; encouraging him to per- 


fevere, and to enlarge his Dealings in every 


Branch, which is beneficial to the Community; 
and in one Word, by enabling the Merchant 
to find his own private Advantage in labour- 
ing for the Good of his Country. Self and f- 


cial Happineſs, in this Caſe, muſt be made to 


UNITE: otherwiſe it will happen in this, as 
in moſt other Affairs, that ſocial Happineſs 
will not be promoted AT ALL. GA 


Ap as the Affairs of Commerce muſt for 
theſe Reaſons ultimately come under the Cog- 
nixance of the Legiſlature, it were greatly to 
be wiſhed, That Men of Eminence and Dig 


_ tint1on, whoſe Birth and Fortunes procure 


them an Admiſſion into the Britiſb Senate, 
would employ a little mote of their Time 
in the Cultivation of a Science, fo worthy of 
their greate/} Regard and Attention. The 
Intereſt of their Country, and their own, do 
both concur in requiring ſuch a Conduct from 
them. I beg Leave to mention not only the 
Intereſt of their Country, but their own: For 
it is a moſt certain Fact, though not ſuffi- 
ciently attended to, That the Landed. Genile- 
man is more deeply concerned in the Natronal 

>  Effefts 
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Effects of an Advantageous or Diſadvantage- 
os Commerce, than the Merchant himſelf. 
If this Aſſertion ſhould appear a Paradox to 
any one, I hope a few Lines will convince 


* of the Truth of it. 


- Supposs then ſome General Calamity. to 
befal the Trade of the Kingdom: — Or, to 
put a more ſtriking Caſe, | Suppoſe the Mouth 


of the Thames to be choked up with Sands and 


Marſhes, (as that fine River in France, the 


Rhone, really is) ſo as to afford no Port worth 


' mentioning for the Purpoſes of Commerce: 
In ſuch a melancholy Caſe, the Merchants, 


Manufacturers, {wg of Shi ps, Sailors, and 
all the Multitudes of Tradeſmen dependent up- 


on this Commerce, would indeed be the f 
affected; but they would not be the REA T- 


EST LoosERs. For after the firſt Shock, they 
would eafily remove with the beſt of their Ef- 


fects, and try their Fortunes elſewhere. But 
the Landed Gentleman, what muſt he do? he 


is bound deim to the Soil, and cannot remove 
his Eſtate, though the Perſons are gone, who 


uſed to confume the Product of it. Thus the 
Evil becomes incurable, and perpetual with 


regard to him, and every Day incregſing: 


whereas with reſpect to the Merchant, it was 


only a Shock at firſt, which he has the Chance 


of getting the better of, by removing to a more 


advantageous Situation. 


n 2 * 
. 4 * 1 . * 
” 4 ; I 3, 
” * : CE 4 q 
- & * 5 p 4 "I - 4% wy + % % * 
- — * 
- & / 


0 
0 
( 
1 
| 
. 
| 
| 


FY 8 1 ma. = 


INTRODUCTION: xi 
12 is fervendy to be vita That Prov. 
dende may never viſit Us with ſo terrible a 
Lan not as the choking up the Mouth of 
our Principal River leading to the Metropolts 
of the Kingdom. But the bare Suppoſal of 
ſuch" à Caſe is ſufficient to prove, I humbly 
preſume, with irreſiſtible Evidence, That the 
Land Gentlemen in the Counties adjacent 
to London, are mote deeply interefted in the Con- 
ſequences of the Trade of London, than the 
Merchants themſelves: And therefore, That 
thoſe” ſuppoſed Diſtinctions of Landed Intereſt, 
and Teach rading Intereſt, in the Senſe they are 
commonly uſed, are the moſt iale and fly, as 
well as Je ye and "y Ge * ever divided 
Mankind 


Bo r above all, we muſt beg Lee to Sl 
ferve, by way of Indurement to the Landed 
| Gentleman to 1 his Thoughts to this Study, 
That his very private Intereſt is rather a Help, 
than a Detriment to him in the Profecution of 
it. It puts no wrong Biaſs upon his Mind, 
but directs him to the true Point of Light, 
from whence to ſee, and to judge of theſe 
Affairs: which is a Circumſtance in ſome re- 
ſpect peculiar to his Situation. 


For, if we ſuppoſe the Scene ſtill to con- 
tinue in and about London, (though the fame 
would hold true of any other Part of the 
C 2 ä 


xi INT ROD UG TI ON. 
Kingdom) as the private Intereſt of the 
Landed Gentleman ariſes from the General 
Commerce of the Place, he can have no par- 
rial Views in * to Trade, nor Sn, rea 
any Advantage from Mo lies, Exclu 
re or ſuch like — —— 
The more Perſons there are employed in every 
Branch of Buſineſs, the more there will be to 
conſume the Produce of his Eftate.: fo that he 
will have no Temptations to complain, That 
the Trade is over /ocked, or wiſh the Pro- 
motion of this Trade, in order to the Declen- 
fon of that. In ſhort, his om Intereſt is con- 
nected with the Good of the Whole, ſo that he 
cannot. but be extremely well qual: fied to un- 
demand, and to promote it, if he will pleaſe 


to make Uſe of the Advantages he is happily 
FO of wa 
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2 WP — Theſe are chien Wines, 
4 <2 = Brandies, Silk, Linen, Hemp, 
of Fa) and Oil. I do not mention 
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Corn; for though they raiſe 

a great Deal, yet, as they are Fan Bread- 
Eaters, they conſume a great Deal, and have 
little to ſpare for Exportation. Their Harveſts 
alſo are more Precarious A and * 
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II. Tu HE eee of the 3 * 
Ple i is an unſpeakable Advantage to them in re- 
ſpect to Trade, —By-this means, the Manufac- 
turers are always kept induſtrious: They dare 
not run into ſhocking Lewdneſs and Debau- 


chery; to Drunkenneſs they are not inclined. 


They * are obliged to eſiter into the married 
State; whereby they raiſe up large Families to 
dag d Seb derm the Price of it: and 

auen, y v EI 2 enabis the 
— Ki "fl the chea her. 


III. TR Rules and Regulations they are 
65 ged to obſerve in Manufacturing their 
* and Exxpoſi ing them to Sale, is a great 


Ad bof th Cl lanufa 8, 
ad Sonde conſe EIT G ute hk N Sörts of Ge 
for Export ion; {ol nes Ke an Inſpection of 


the proper Officer in the Publick Hall: there 


they are compared with the Pazterns or. da 
ples delivered. in before. 2 Thie Bad, and woch 
as do not anfiver to their Samples, are onfiſ- 
cated, with. a Fine levied upon the Cr: 
By theſe. means, the Fraudulent. De ul of 
—_ Traders, who would get rich 8 the 


| We Expence,. are IR and the Na- 
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a „The Faw of, France, obliges al unmarried Ma 
ſerve as Common Soldiers in the. Militia and the Army, 
unleſs they have particular Exemptions on Account of 


their Stations and Profeſſions, 
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tional ManufaQtury een me Up in by 5 5 
Credit. | | | 


IV. Their 3 Reads, che navi gable 
Rivers and Canals, are of fingular 37 2 — to 
10 Trade. Their great Roads are always 

n good Order, and always carried on in a 


rage Line, where the Nature of the Ground 


will permit; and made at a moſt prodigious 
Expence ; each Province being obliged to make 
and repair their own Roads. And yet there 


is no Expence for Turnpikes from one End of 
the go to the other. 


Tut 1R Rivers are indeed, FR the moſt 
Part, the Work of Nature: the Seine, the Loire, 
the Aenne, and the Rhone, with all the Rivers 
which fall into them, help to carry on a Com- 


munication with mos: of the great Cities of 
the Kingdom. 


Bur their Canals are their own. proper 
Praiſe; and equally deſerving Admiration on 
Account. of their Grandeur and Contrivance, 
as for their Uſefulneſs to Trade, in lowering 
the Price of Carriage. Among theſe, that of 
Languedoc, and the two Canals of Orleans and 
Briare, are worthy to be particularly mention- 
ed. By means of the former, a Communica- 
tion is opened between Bourdeaux and Mar- 
feilles, between the Ocean and the. Mediterra-. 
nean, e paſſing through the Streights of 

. | Gibraltar, 
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Gibraltar, and ſurrounding all the Coaſts of 
Portugal and Spain: and by Virtue of the two 
latter, an eaſy Intercourſe is maintained be- 
tween all the great Towns ſituated on the Seine 


and the Loire. Many other Canals there are, 
and many more ſtill intended to be nade, 
greatly advantageous to their Commerce. 


V. The French enjoy @ gear Advantage i in 
the Goodneſs of their Sugar Colontes, —It is not 
owing to any ſuper:or Policy in them, or wrong 
Conduct in us, nor yet any greater Oeconomy 
in their Planters, or Profuſeneſs in ours, (for 


upon the ſtricteſt En quiry, both will be found 


to be equally culpable) that they exceed Us in 
the bs en ce of or 2 of their Commodi- 
ties; but auſe our Leeward fand are 
worn out, being originally of no Depth of Soil; 

and the Ground is more upon a Level, conſe- 
quently more ſubject to be burnt up: where- 
as their Iſlands are ſtill very good; in Mar- 
tinico particularly the Ground is rich, the Soil 
deep, diverfified with high Hills, affording co- 
pious Streams of Water, and refreſhin g Shades. 


Hence it is, that their Planters can raiſe and 


manufacture their Sugars, &c. fo much cheaper 
than ours. Add to this, that'the Inhabitants 
of old France do not uſe the tenth Part of the 
Sugars for Home Conſumption, 'which'the Eng- 
liſb do; and therefore have that Commodit 

to export again to Foreign Markets, and with 
It to encreaſe the National Wealth. | 
VI The 
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VI. The French Colonies receive all their 
Luxuries and Refinements of Living from their 
Mother Country; which is a very great Ad- 
vantage to it. They are not ſuffered, nor in- 
deed doth it appear, that they are much in- 
clined to go to any other Shop or Market for 
theſe Things, Neither have they ſet up any 
Manufafures of their own to the Prejudice of 


their Mother Country. Indeed, as to the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life, they ſupply themſelves with 


them where they can; and frequently buy of 
the Engliſb. But this is a Caſe of Necęſſity, 
which cannot be ſubject to Reftraints. As to 
Articles of Luxury, Parade, and Pleaſure, we 
very. ſeldom hear that they buy any of them 
from Us. | 5 | 


VII. The manner of Collecting their Duties 
on ſeveral Sorts of Goods imported, is of greater 
Advantage to Trade, than can eaſily be ima- 
gined. —In the Port of Bourdeaux (and I take 


it for granted ſo good a Regulation obtains in 
other Places) there are Publick Warehouſes, 


very proper and convenient, adjoining to the 


Cuſtom- houſe. And all Proviſions and Goods 
neceſſary for the Uſe of their Sugar Colonies, 
are there depoſited by the Merchant, till the _ 


Ship fails, Duty free, paying only a moderate 


Price for Cellerage. When ſhe returns, the 
Sugars, Fc. are landed in the King's Ware- 
houſes, where they remain, till the Importer 
bk. D has 


38 An ESSAY ox TRADE. 
has found a Purchaſer for a proper Quantity ; 


then he pays the Duty for that, and has it 
taken away, letting the Reſt continue. Or if 
he intends theſe Goods for Exportation, thete 
they lie ready and convenient. By this means 
he is never driven to Strerghts on Account of 
the King's Duty; and is enabled to carry on a 
very extenſive Trade with a ſnall Stock. The 


. Conſequence of which is, That many Perſons: 


are hereby capacitated to enter confiderably into 
Commerce, who could not otherwiſe have 


done it. For One Thouſand Pounds Sterling 


in France, will go near as far as Two Thou- 
fand Pounds in England. — Not to mention, 
That as there is no Money immediately ad- 
vanced on Account of the King's Duty, the 
whole Gains of the Merchant will ariſe only 
from the Money a&ually in Trade: now as 
this is leſs by near onꝰ half to what it would 
have been, had the Duty been all paid ar 
once, conſequently he can afford to ſell one half 
Ge than he muſt PA demanded in re other 
ae. 


VIII. Th 3 Neighbourhood to 8 and * 
font Connection with it, is of ſo great Advan- 
tage, as to be worth all their Trade beſides. 
Hor it is certain, They get more from the 
Spaniards than all the Trading Nations in Eu- 
rope. Their Poor from Peri gord, Limoſin, an d- 
other Places, come yearly into Spain to reap 


_ the Corn, and gather in their Vintage: and 
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carry back what they have earned to ſpend in 
France. The Hiſbermen from Bayonne, and 
the neighbouring Places, ſupply them with 

great Quantities both of freſh and ſalt Fiſh to 


eat on Faſt- Days, and to keep Lent. The 


Pedlars and Shop-eepers in Spain are moſtly 
French, who retire into their own Country, 
when they have made their Fortunes. The 
Towns in Languedoc ſupply them with Cloth, 

Silks, and Stockings; Rouen with Hats, and 
coarſe Linen Stuffs; Abbeville, with ſuperfine : 
Cloths ; Amiens and Arras, with worſted and 
camblet Stuffs; and Lions, with all Sorts of 
rich Silks, Gold and Silver Lace, Gc. for their 


Conſumption both in Europe and America. 


In ſhort, the greateſt Part of the Produce of 
the Mines of Potgfi is brought into France. 
Hence it is, that their Payments are all in 
Sa luer: and "Gold is more ſcarce in France, in 
the Currency of Coin, than Silver is in Eng- 
land. A vie Proof, that they have the great 
Trade to Spain, As We. have to Fa | 
37! 14 
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rials from atber Countries to work up in their 
con, ſerves greatly to enlarge and extend their 
Trade. — France produces fore Wool and Stk, 


but not a fourth Part of what they manuface 


ture; Wool they import from 8 tlie 
Levant, and Shin. They alſo. bring Woot 
from Switzerland. Some little perhaps is run 


BO”. fingland but, I have good Reaſon to 
12 


believe, 
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believe, not much. The Quantity from Je- 


land is very conſiderable; which is owing to 
our own wrong Policy. The beſt of their 
raw Silk they draw from Piemont, the Le- 
want, Italy, and Spain. Their Cotton is 
brought from the Levant, and from their 


Sugar Colonies. And the Aſbes for making 


Soap at Marſeilles, are chiefly imported from 


s % 
* 7 


$ 1 
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X. They reap unſpeakable Advantage, by 


the Permiſſion and Encouragement - given to 
Foreign Merchants and Manufacturers to ſet- 
tle among them. — By this good Policy the 
Price of Labour 18 always kept ſufficient ly low. 


A Competition and Emulation are raiſed, who 


ſhall work, and fell the cheapeſt 3 which 
muſt turn out greatly to the National Advan- 
tage, though it may not be ſo favourable to 
the private Intereſt of Individuals. For theſe 
Reaſons, the Government is particularly gen- 


th indulgent to Foreigners. And the 


Situation of the Country is greatly aſſiſtant 
to this Diſpoſition of the Government: — 


France is ſurrounded with populous, that is, 
 prolifick Nations, who have no Trade and 


Manufactures of their own to employ their 
Poor. Flanders, all Germany on the Side of 
the Rhine, Switzerland, Sauby, and ſome 
Parts of Jtaly, pour their ſupernumerary 
Hands every Year into France; where they 
are careſſed, and received into the Army, or 
5 | the 
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the Manufacture, according to their Inclina- 
tions. The Rhone is ſo 3 
Conveyance, for the Swarms of Inhabitants 
bordering - on the Lake of Geneva, that ſo 
ſmall a Sum as One Shilling, or Eighteen Pence 
each Perſon, will bring them to the chief 
Manufacturing Town in the Kingdom, viz. 
Lions. And there are ſaid to be no leſs than 
Ten Thouſand Si and- Germans employed 
in that City. The Numbers alſo in all the 
other Car e are vn, aids _ 
daily! "increaſing. glicty | 


XI. The Engliſh Nn gu” hb. are 6 
detrudtive: ro the Intereſis of Great Britain, 


become, for the very ſanis Reaſon, of the great- 
eft Benefit and Advantage 10 France. — Mar- 


ſeilles is a flagrant, and a melancholly Proof 


of this Aſſertion. For the Trade of: this 
Place hath ſhuri ſhed and increaſed juſt in 
the ſame Proportion, as that of our "I urky 
Company ſunk. and declined. All the fine 
Streets and new Buildings of the City, date 
their Original from this 7 Period, So that we 
They were built, and are now 
ſupported, by the excluſiue T1 urky Company of 
Exgland. Moreover, the Enghſh Hudſon's- 
Bay Company is the only Cauſe, which can 
make the French Settlements in ' ſo, wretched 
a Country as the Northern Parts of Canada, 
to flouriſh; with ſo difficult and dangerous a 
Navi on, as that up the Bay of St Lau- 

rence. 
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rencei It is this, antl no arher, is the Cauſe 
tharx enables them to axtend their Colonies, 
and te under ſell the Eugiiſb in all the Articles 
of Furr; Which the 3 * Ty N 
of Peace: 4 20 nillüſa on! 
191115 zun 07. md: ave liv nor 09 
XII. bb. public Stock of Wealth is: greatly 
increaſe, "by Forergmers of all Countries travel. 
ling among them. — The Advantages from 
hence accruing have not been ſo much at- 
tended to, as, I humbly think, they juſtly 
deſerve. For while theſe 5 reſide in 
the Country, they not only pay for their 
Food and Board at àn bigb Rate, but they alſo 
clbath themſelves with the Langel of it, 
and buy many Gurnofities, ' But this is not all, 
For having? contracted a Liling to the Produce 


* 4 * 
4 14181 


led in, they continue to uſe. them when: they 
are returned to their owniz and ſo 2 
them to the Knowledge, Efteem, and Appro- 
bation of others: This begets a Demand; and 
a Demand for them draws! on a Garreſpond- 
ence, and a ſettled Commerce. Theſe are the 
Advantages" which the French enjoy by ſuch 
Numbers of Foreigners travelling among them; 
whereas they ſcarce ever — 

and by that Means une _ FOO 


their own' Country,” Xt abr 
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gling, in compariſon to what England doth.— 


This is owing to the Strictneſs of their Govern- 
ment, the many Spies they have upon every 
Man's Actions, and being able to puniſn the 
ſlighteſt Offence more ſeverely, and in a more 
ſummary Way than we can, or is conſiſtent 
with a free Conſtitution to do. 


FFF 


De Principal Dis ADVANTAGES of 


FRANCE with regard to TRADE. 


IL F\HE fir Diſadvantage to a free 

I Trade is the Government, which is 
arbitrary and defpotick ; and therefore ſuch as 
a Merchant would not chuſe to live under, if 
he knows the Sweets of Liberty in another 


Country, and has no Attachment of Family, 


or Intereſt to keep him ſtill in France. — It 
muſt be acknowledged, his Property, generally 
ſpeaking, is ſecure enough, but his Perſon is 
not ſo. To explain this, we muſt beg Leave 
to obſerve, That though there are ved and 
flated Laws in France to decide all Caſes of 
Property, and criminal Cauſes, as here in 
England; ſo that a Man may know the Rules 
he is to be governed by in thoſe Reſpects, and 
can have an open Trial for his Life and For- 
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tune: yet there are no Laws to aſcertain the 
Nature of Political Offences, or to circum- 
ſcribe the Power of the Judge; fo that he 
muſt be entirely at the Mercy of the Lieutenant 
de Police, and his Deputies; who can impriſon 
him at will, without aſſigning any Reaſon, or 
bringing any Evidence to confront him. And 
therefore his only Security conſiſts, in being con- 
tinually laviſb in the Praiſe of the King and 
the Miniſtry, and in ſaying nothing which 
may afford the leaſt Pretence to the Spies, who 
L all over the Kingdom, to inform againſt 


II. The ſecond Diſadvantage to the Freedom 
of Trade, is the Romiſh Religion; which has 
added to its many other Abſurdities, a Spirit 
of Cruelty and Perſecution, ſo repugnant to 
the Scope and Tendency of the Goſpel. —There- 
tore a Proteſtant Merchant, if at the fame Time 
a conſcientious Man, will find himſelf very often 
reduced to great Difficulties, in order to avord 
on the one Hand the Sin of Hypocriſy, by Com- 
pliances againſt his Conſcrence, or on the other, 
the Danger attending the Exerciſe of his Re- 
ligion, and the Educating of his Children in the 
Proteflant Way. This, I ſay, Will often hap- 
pen, even at preſent; though the Bigotry of 
the Court of France is not near ſo great, as it 

was in former times. | 
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III. Ax oTHER great Burden, and conſe- 
quently a Diſadvantage to the Trade of France, 
is, The great Number of Religious of both Sexes, 
The loweſt Computation of theſe amounts to 
near Three Hundred Thouſand Perſons: a great 
Part of which Number might, and would be 
employed in Trade and Manufafures; and the 
Reſt might be uſeful to Society inother Spheres. 
But that is not all; They are a very, heavy 
Weight upon the Publick. V aſt Eſtates are 


. appropriated for the Support of ſome of theſe 


Religious Orders, whoſe Fund 1s continually 
accumulating, not only by Legacies and Do- 
nations, but alſo by whatever Fortune each 
Perſon is poſſeſſed of, at the Time of taking the 
Vow. And others, who are of the Med cant 
Orders, and are allowed to have 20 Property, 
become a continual Tax upon the Induſtry 
and Charity of the People ; and theſe moſtly; 
of the middling and wer Sort. Not to men- 
tion the increaſing Riches and 2 45 Wealth i in 
all their Churches. 1 Fo ws 8 


IV. A fou h great Diſadvintage to the 
Trade of France, is their numerous and poor 
Nobility. — The Nature and Conſtitution of 
that Government, require the Notion of Birih 
and Family to de kept up very higb, as it will 
always create an indigent Nobility, and con- 
ſequently dependent upon the Court for ſuch 
Preferments as may not deroge, or bring a 
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Stain upon their Family. Moreover, the ſame 
refined Policy induces the Court to make the 
Military Service be eſteemed the moſt Hon- 
cureble; as it muſt render the whole Body of 
the Nobility, Soldiers to. fight their Barnes, 4 
the Richer ſerving for Glory, and the Poorer 
for an honourable Support. - 'The Conſequence 


of all this is, That they heartily deſpiſe the 


Bourgeois x, that is, the Merchant and Trade fe 


man: and he, when he gets rich, is as deſir- 


ous of quitting ſo diſhonourable an Employ, 
Wein 


In nn the 8 are was dj pinguiſhed 
by three different Ranks, or Orders; The Nobleſſe, the 
Bourgeois, and the Paiſans. Each of theſe are totally 
diſtin from the other. The Po/terity of the Nobleſſe 
are all Noblefle, though ever ſo poor, and though not 
honoured with the Titles of Count, Marquis, &c. as 
Noblemen are here in England. The Poſterity of a Bour- 
Fears, though ever fo rich, and though the Family have 
left off Trade a Hundred Years ago, are ſtill but. Bour- 
geois, until they are ennobled by Patent, or have wiped 

ff the Diſgrace of having been Merchants, by ſome 
3 Military Service, or have purchaſed ſome honour- 
able Employ. Therefore when: the Nobleſſe call the 
Merchants Bourgecis, Burgeſſes, they mean it as a Term 
of Infamy and Reproach, anſwering to that of pitiful loto 
Mechanck in Engliſh. Indeed, by. ſome Ordonances, 
the Nobleſſe are permitted to engage in certain Branches 


of forcign and wholeſale Trade, without bringing any 


Stain upon their Family. But theſe Permiftions will 


| have very little Efficacy to induce the Nobility to turn 


Merchants, as long as the Military Service is ſo highly 
exaltcd in "Credit and. Reputation above Merchandize. 
The very Genius of the Government, makes it a SC/aN= 


DA I. not to be a Soldier Laws will have little Force 
againſt this, | 
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wherein his Riches cannot ſecure him from 
Inſult and Contempt. Being therefore deſirous 
of raiſing his own Family to be of the No- 
bleſſe, he leaves off Trade as ſoon as he can, 
and breeds up his Sons to the Military Pro- 
feſſion, or purchaſes ſome Office in the Law 
or Civil Government, which may ennoble them. 


V. Taz Trade of France ſuffers another 
Inconveniency by the Nature of its Taxes. 
— Some of theſe, in certain Provinces, are 
very arbitrary; as the Taille, which is levied 
moſtly upon the poor Peaſants and Manufac- 
turers in the Country Villages. Others are 
very heavy; as the Duty upon Sait, which is 
ſhockingly oppreſſive. Others again, though 
not quite ſo oppreſſive, are yet equally impro- 
perly laid; becauſe they are upon the Neceſſa- 
ries of Life, which are to feed the Tradeſman, 
and to vidual the Shipping. Thus, for Ex- 
ample, all Sorts of Prouiſions, Corn, Wine, 
Butchers Meat, Poultry, Eggs, Fiſh, Gar- 
den- Stuff, and Fruit, pay a Duty at the En- 
trance of ſome of their great Cities. There 
are Duties alſo lately laid upon Soap and Can- 
dles. And in the Pais des Etats, where the 
moſt grievous of theſe Impoſts are not levied, 
they lay a Provincial Duty upon all Things 
going in or out of that Province; which makes 
the Merchandize ſo paſſing through, become 
the dearer at a foreign Market. '% 

{9710 E 2 VI. Tux 
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VI. Tux Maitriſes, which ſo generally 
prevail in France, is a Clog to the Trade of the 
Country. — Theſe Maitriſes are much the ſame 
as our Companies in Towns Corporate; only we 
have this Advantage, That in England their 
pernicious Effects can be more eaſily eluded by 
having Shops, &c. within Glaſs Windows. 
Beſides, our bet Manufacturing Towns, ſuch 
as Birmingham, Mancheſter, Leeds, and even 
four fifths of London itſelf, viz. Weſtminſter, 
Southwark, and all the Suburbs, have no Com- 
panies at all. Whereas in France all Tradeſ- 
men are obliged to be free of their proper 
Maitriſe, before they can ſet up. The Fine 
for this, in ſome Trades, is very conſiderable. 
And there is alſo in Time of War, an annual 
Demand of a certain Proportion of Men out 


of each Maitriſe; which is underſtood to im- 
ply a Sum of Money by way of equivalent. 


Thus, the more theſe Maitriſes become uſeful 
to ſupply the Exigencies of the Government 


at a Pinch, the more Privileges they will ac- 


quire; and the greater the Privilege is of any 
particular Company, the leſs will be the gene- 
ral Trade of the Country. | 10 


VII. Tur French ſuſtain ſome Diſadvan- 
tage by their Manopolies and exclufroe Charters. 
— They have an Eaſt- India Company at Port 
Orient: Marſeilles is a free Port for the Le- 
rant and Barbary Trade; whereas there is a 

Duty 
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Duty of 20 per Cent. upon all Merchandize 
of thoſe Countries, if imported into any other 
Port of France in the Mediterranean. And 
even at Marſeilles, there is a particular exclu- 
ſive Company for importing Corn and Wool 
from Africa. Lions is free for all Silk entring, 
or going out; whereas there is an heavy Duty 
in the neighbouring Towns; by which means, 
Lions may be ſaid to have an exclufive Char- 
ter. And there is good Reaſon to-conclude, 
there is ſomething of the ſame. Nature for the 
 Turky Cloth at Carcaſſonne, the Silk and Wor- 
ſted — at N:/mes, the Clothing for the 
Soldiery at Lodeve, the Superfine Cloth at 
Abbeville, the Stuffs at Amiens, the Camblets 


at — the Painted n and n at 


vin. Tur French labour n no ſmall 
Diſadvantage on Account of be Expence they 
are at in the Article of Shipping, — They 
have more Men to navigate their Ships than 
the Engliſb, becauſe they are not fo expert 
Sailors. They muſt carry ſome ſupernume- 
rary Landmen, by the King's Orders: They 
muſt have many Officers to govern theſe Men, 
becauſe the Merchant is to be reſpon/ible for 
them when the Ship returns. Theſe. Officers 
will have a grand Table, a Cook, and new 
Bread every Day. The Ship lies long in Port, 
if ſent to the Veſt-Indies to diſpoſe of the 
Cargo: Becauſe their Creolians are ſaid to 15 
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fo diſhoneſt, that they do not care to truſt 
them with "Commiſſions. And ſo the Ex- 
_— of the Officers and of the Crew run 

very high. Add to this, that the Officer be- 
longing to the Marine in France, will find 
Ways and Means to give great Trouble to the 
Merchant, both as to the Choice of Sailors, 
and of Officers, unleſs he is properly confider- 

ed: Which is generally done by buying ſome 
Ship Stores of himſelf, or Friends, at an 
exorbitant Price. : 


IX; Ti E two National Vicesof the Bbinch, 
Gaming and Fine Clothes, is a great Hurt to 
their Trade. — Theſe Expences cannot be 
ſupported but by a large Profit ; and that will 
always leſſen the Demand at a foreign Mar- 
ket, if their Neighbours can afford to fell 
cheaper. © Not to mention the ſwift Ruin 
_ which Gaming ſometimes brings on, and the 
Loſs of Time occaſioned by 1 it. 


X. T HE Situation of the Sens Dela are 
a great Diſadvantage to them, with reſpect to 
the Hamburg and Northern Trade: And in 
regard to the Southern and Weſt-Indies, they 
* not better ſituated; and are not near ſo 
many, nor ſo good as ours, eſpecially if we 


take Ireland into the Account. They have 


only an inn g ah with af ham to 11 Medi- 
; terranean. „ 
vt 1 'T 0 
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T o theſe Diſadvantages, it has been inti- 
mated, I ought to have mentioned their many 
Holidays, on which they muſt not work, and 
their pompous Proceſſions, which draw the Peo- 
ple a gaging after them. —The Thought did 
occur to me before, at the Time of awriti 
the f Edition: But I ſuppreſſed it then, 
and now beg Leave to afſign the Reafons ; 
vir. In the firſt Place, theſe Things are greatly 
wearing off in France every Day; ſo that the 
Loſs of Time is not ſo confiderable, as one 
may imagine. Secondly, Allowing that ſome 
Time is zaled away during theſe Holidays, and 


in ſeeing Proceſſions, Gcli ſtill, if we caſt up 


the Account of the Time and Aae n Ha are 
ſpent here in England by all. forts of Manu- 


facturers in Horſe- Races, Cock-fightings;Gricket= 


Matches, Bull-baitings, but more eſpecially in 


Mobbing and Hlectioneering, (all which are 


not in France 1 am perſwaded, we. ſhall fd 
the Advantage gained over them, on the Score 
of their Holidays and Proceſſions, to be none 
at all; and that upon comparing both Articles 
together, the Amount of the Diſadvantages 
will be found to be euer 0 on our Wen u hag. 
on theirs. 0 0% cke 


The 
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The Principal Ne of 
GREAT BRITAIN with Tai! 70 
Tank. 0 


| i. H E matic}. 3 and . 
f the Country; Corn, Wool, Lead, 

Tin. . wry Coal, Butter,” Cheeſe] 'T allow, 
Leather. All which are not to be found in 
France, in that Tm _ pe "Wage are 
in England. WIG | 


: * * 
ag DEW YE 


II. The Nimber, 3 and Aae of” 


our Ports. = Thoſe on the Feftern Side of 
Great Britain (eſpecially if we reckon” Jre- 
land a Part of ourſeldes, and include both 
Iſlands under oN E GENERAL INTEREST, 
as in NReaſon and Palicy we ought to do) are 


almoſt as well ffuated: for the Southern Trade, 


as the French : They are four times as many 
in Number, and much better for Safety, and 
Depth of Water. And as to the North and 
Baltick Trade, the French can come into no 


Compariſon with ours, 1 


III. Na- 
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UI. Nature has been very bountiful, oh wy 


ftowing on us ſuch excellent Fiſberies; particu- 


larly the Herring-F:/hery,- on the Northern 
Coaſts of Scotland, and the Cod on the South 
Weſt of Ireland. — Theſe great Advantages are 
akvays in our Power to cultivate and im _ 
And it is our Fault, and our e that 
we do not. 


IV. ENGLAND 50 another Ame 
by means of its free Government. — A Mer- 
chant can go to Law with the Crown, as ea- 
fily as with a private Subject. The Judges 
are for the Life of the Prince on the Throne 
and conſequently not under the immediate In- 
fluence of the Court. No Man's-Perſon can 
be detained, but a Reaſon muſt be given, and 
the Matter brought to an open Trial, where 
his Equals are to be his Judges, and to decide 
between him and the Crown, whether he hath 
committed an Offence againſt the Swag or 
not. i HS 1 


V. Ax oT HR inelimable"Bleſfing, and a 
great Advantage, conſidered merely in a Cam. 
mercial View, is the Liberty f Conſcience awe 
enjoy in theſe Kingdoms. — Every Man is pers 
mitted to worſhip Go o in the Way he thinks 
the right and true, without Fear or Reſerve 5; 


and may educate his Children in his own Reli- 


Sion. The e Catholicks indeed are under 
F ſome 
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ſome legal Diſcouragements: But it is plain, 


the Legiſlature' conſidered them rather as a 
Politica), than a Religious Sect, when thoſe 


Laws were enacfed. And the preſent Govern- 


ment, by its Conduct towards — has given 
them ſufficiently to underſtand, That they 
ſhall not be diſturbed. in the free Exerciſe of 
their Religion, provided they will give no Dif- 
turbance to the State in Civil Aﬀairs, by fiding 
with its Enemies. This, ſurely, is but a rea- 
n Demand: And here, the aner _ 


bs, 


| 


VI. "ON AND has ae enjoy -d an A4. 
— in Trade, as its Manufacturers have 
euer been in higb Repute fon their Skill and 
Ingenuity. — Our Locks, Chains, Clock-work, 
n Inſtruments, and all Sorts of 
Cutlery Ware, far exceed all others at this 
Day, and are deſervedly preferred by foreign 
Nations. And our. Sailors are conſiderably 
ſuperior to the French, in their Art and Dex 
terity. 


„ VMM. ENGLAND. enjoys a very viſible Ad- 
vantage over Hrance, as the whole. Bult of our 
People maybe concerned in Trade, if they pleaſe, 
eartbout any Diſreputation to their Families, — 
be Profeſſion of a Merchant is eſteemed; full 
das honcur ale as that of an Officer. And no 
Man need leave off Date, when he finds 


« himſelf rich, in order to be reſpected as a 
em 7 Gentle- 
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Gentleman. It is likewiſe 20 Scandal for 


younger Brothers of the moſt: antient F . 
to be bred up to 2 rade and e 11912 


VII. WI enjoy a angular N - 
aur vaſt Colonies on the Continent'of America. 
From Newfoundland to Georgia, is an immenſe 
Country; where all the Inhabitants do uſe 
more or leſs of the Growth of their Mother 
Country; and England, again, receives” m 
Produce and Growth of theirs.” This is 
mutual a er and {till improveable. | 


IX. Tur Thand of 2 has ſome Ad- 
vantages over any of the French Iflands, on 
Account of its Situation, to carry on a bene- 
ficial Trade with the Span;h Main; the 
Sweets of which have been ſo ſufficiently felt 
during the late War, as to need no farther 
Illuftration.. And this Iſland is capable of 
great Improvements in many other Reſpedts. 


X. Tus very Wants of Great Britain in 
one Reſpect, might be turned inte a ſingular 
Advantage ober he French in another. — It 
is certain, France cannot carry on a T; Fade to 
moſt Countries with that” e tothe 
Country it trades with, as the Engliſh can. 
For Example; The Engliſh can trade with 
the S haniardo to vtu rA Advantage: I the 
Engliſb export Cloth and Stuffs to Spain, they 
can Og off Fruits, Oil and Wine, by way 


2 of 
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of Barter. Whereas the French can make no 

uſe of theſe Commodities, having ſo much of 
their own Growth both to uſe and to ſpare. — 
A Conſideration of this Nature, well timed, 

and trongiy urged, might have a good Effect 
upon the Spaniſb Court, to induce them to 
- favour the Engliſh Commerce, and diſcounte- 
nance the French, It is owing to the ſucceſs- 
ful: Application of Sir Paul Methuen on this 
very Head, when Envoy to 'the Court of 
Portugal, that the Engliſh at this Day enjoy 


the whole Trade of Portugal, and that the 


Frencb, in a Manner, are excluded. 


aua 0b 


The principal Dis ADVANTAGES of 


GREAT BRITAIN with regard to 70 
in. 


I. HE "I * CAPITAL 1 Diſadvantage, 
is the Want of Subordination' in the 
lower Claſs of People. — This is attended with 
dreadful Conſequences, both in a Commercial 
and a Moral View. If they are ſubject to 
little or no Controll, they. will run into Vice: 
Vice is attended with Expence, which muſt 
be ſupported either by, an higb Price for their 
* or by Methods fl more a 

e 
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The End of all is Poverty and Diſeaſe; and 
ſo they become a loathſome Burden to the 
Publick. Nothing is more wifible, than the 
great Difference between the Morals and Induſ- 
try of the manufacturing Poor in France, and 
in England. In the former, they are ſober, 
frugal, and laborious : they marry, and have 
Flcks of Children, whom they bring up to 
Labour. In the latter, they are given up to 
Drunkenneſs and Debauchery: The Streets 
ſwarm with Proſtitutes, who ſpread the In- 
fection, till they are carried to an Hoſpital, or 
their Grave. The Men are as bad as can be 
deſcribed; who become more vitious, more 
indi gent and idle, in proportion to the Advance 
of Wages, and the Cheapneſs of Proviſions. 
Great Numbers of both Sexes never working 
at all, while they have any thing to ſpend upon 

II. TN prodigious Expence of Electioneer- 
ing, is another fatal Stab to Trade and Induſ- 
try. — It is not only ſo much Money peut, 
but it is ſpent moſtly upon Manufacturers; 
and ſo it gives them a Taſte for Jaleneſs, and 
brings on an Habit of Drunkenneſs, and Ex- 
travagance. The Want alſo of Subordination, 
juſt now complained of, is moſtly to be im- 
puted to the ſame Cauſe, as it ſets them above 
Controll, frees them from all Reſtraint, and 
brings down the Rich to pay their Coury to them, 
conttary to the ſuſt and proper Order of Society. 


NI. ANdornuER 


* 


3 Ass M o TRADE. 


III. ene ver e ES on th 


EngliſhCommerce, is the vaſt Numbers of Poor; 


and thoſe every Day increaſing. — If we trace 
the Matter to "as Pountain-head, we ſhall find 
it to be owing principally to the ſame Cauſes, 
viz. Electiontering, ad the Want of Subordi- 
nation. And if a Calculation was made of the 
Expences of er won and the ru” 
C uences of it, together with the annual 
Poor Tax, Jam very ſure it would exceed, in 
the Proportion, what France expends in main- 
taining Three Hundred Thouſand Religious of 
both Sexes: ſo that we gain no Advantage over 
France in this reſpect, 0 oi o ENT 
neſs and al MORIA. + A 10 


k "OC {5 00 3 


IV. Ovn Trade is Eren Maia thy the 


Nature of moſt of our Taxes, and the Mauner 


of Collecting them. — The Cuſtoms on the 
Goods imported, make thoſe Goods come much 
dearer to the Conſumer, than they would do, 
if the Conſumer himſelf. was to pay the Duty - 
and this becomes a ſtrong Temptation to our 
People to Smuggle. The Taxes upon the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life, arè in Fact ſo many Taxes 
upon Trade and Induſtry. And ſuch muſt be 
accounted the Duties — Soap, 

Salt and Leather.-* : | 


ve Manner 


likewiſe of collecbing them; is ſtill an\ad#itional 
Difadvantage; ſuch as the Multiplication and 
Suti 8 of Offices, Patent-Places, Feet, Sine 


Cures, 


Chal, Candles, 
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Cures; Penſions, &c. &c. Theſe Things indeed 
creatę a Dependence upon the Court, and a are 
ſaid to ſtrengthen the Hands of the Govern- 
ment; but if they do ſo in que reſpect, they 
eaten it much more in another. They give 
too ue Cauſe for Complaint; the be Friends 
of che preſent Eſtabliſhment are grievtd to fee 
any Meaſures which they cannot vindicate. 
Repeated. Murmurs, Pd there is a real 
Foundation for them, naturally tend to alienate 
the Afections of the Bulk of the People, which 
above al Things ſhould be guarded againſt; be- 
cauſe in Times of actual Danger, it is the People, 
and not Place: Men and Penſioners, Who can ſave 
the Government, and-oppoſe themſelves againſt 
the Invaſions of Foreign, or the Inſurrections of 
Domeſtick Enemies. As was Hain ſeen 1 in 


the Caſe of the late Rebellion. 


* ath h 

Js Dean PR: Moab: of. Sanger in 
England, are of infinite Detriment to Trade. — 
They carry nothing but Bullion, or Wool out 
of the Kingdom, and return moſtly-with the 


Commodities of France. They are the neceſ- 


ſary Cauſe of. creating many Offices, main- 
taining Sloops, Smacks, &c. to guard againſt 
them; and they furniſh a Pretence for adding 
many more. Thus they become doubly Miſ- 
chievous. They fempt others to do the like, 
for fear of being ruined in their law ful Trades 
by being wderfold. The Practice of Smug- 
Aung debauches the Morals of the common 

Vi People, 
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People, it leads them into Perjury, and tutors 
them up in all Vice and Extravagance. So many 
Expences incurred, fo many Defictenties in the 
Revenue, muſt be made up ſome other Way; 
that is; by Duties not ſo liable to be 'embezzled. 
And therefore Fact it is, That every Man in 
paying Taxes for Land, &c. pays for the Da- 
mage abne, or cauſed by Smuggling. And yet 
till there is a proper Subordination introduced, 
and the Qualification for Voting ſomething al- 
tered from what it is at preſent, it is eaſy to 
ſee, there never can be any e#2#ual Cure for 
this growing Evil. Smugglers are, for the moſt 
part, Inhabitants of Boroughs and Towns Cor- 
porate: They, or their Relations, Friends, 
Dealers, Acquaintance, &c. are VorERSͤ: 
And Verbum ſat ſapientt. 


VI. Our NMonopolies, public Companies, and 
Corporate Charters, are the Bane and Deſtruc- 
tion f free Trade. — By the Charter of the 
Eaft-Tndia Company, at leaſt Nine Thouſand 
Nine Hundred and Ninety Nine Britiſh Sub- 
jects, out of Ten Thouſand, without having 


committed any Fault to'deſerve ſuch a Puniſh- 


ment, are excluded from trading any where be- 
yond the Cape of Good Hope. By the Charter 
of the Turky Company a like, or a greater 
Number, are excluded from having any Com- 
merce with the whole Turxiſb Empire. The 
Hudſon's Bay Company engroſſes all the Furr 
Trade with the Jadians, in an Extent of Coun- 
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try almoſt as /arge as half Europe. Thus the 
Intereſt of Nine Thouſand Nine Hundred and 


' Ninety Nine Fellow- Subjects, is ſacri (mens in ſo 


many Reſpects, for the Sake of a fingle Ore. 

The hole Nation ſuffers in its Commerce, and is 
debarred trading to more than three Fourths of 
the Globe, to enrich a few rapacrous Directors. 

They get wealthy the very ſame Way by which 
the Publick becomes poor, vis, I/, By ex- 
porting ſmall Quantities of our own. Manufare 
tures, in order to have an exorbitant Profit; 
and 2dh, by importing but a ſew of the raw 
Materials of foreign Countries, that they may 
have the higher Price for what they bring 
home. A double Miſchief | — fatal to 
the Community, both by the Smallneſs of their 


Exports auld Emporis. 


Ad as to rg 8 and Compa- 
mies of Trades, they are likewiſe ſo many Ma- 
nopolies in the Places to which they belong, to 
the great Detriment of national Commerce, — 
To convince any one of this, Let him but 
ſuppoſe a Set of Town and Country Butchers 
frequenting the fame Market; and that the 
Country Butchers were excluded for a Market 
or two; would not the Town Butchers raiſe 
their Price? 5. e. put all their fellow Citizens 


under Contribution, by means of this Privilege? 
And doth not every other Company. the ſame 


in all Things they ſell? And what-is the Con- 
ſeqnence A 8 * Dearneſs among one 


another, 
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another, which muſt light at /af upon the 
Foreign Trade, and therefore Sue the 
Puantity to be exported. * 

VII. Our Benden and I: Narrew-ſdivit 2 
edneſs in not inviting Foreigners to ſettle 
among Us, is another material Diſadvantage to 
the Engliſh Trade. — Foreigners can never get 
rich in a ſtrange Country, but by working 
cheaper or better than the Natives, And if 
they do fo, though Individuals may ſu Her, 
the Publicꝶ is certainly a Gainer; as there is 


pe fo much Merchandize to be exported upon 


cheaper Terms, or ſo much ſaved to the Mer- 


. chant, whereby he may afford to export the 


cheaper. Not to mention, That by this 
means the Price of Labour is continually beat 
down, Combinations of Jour neymen againſt their 
Maſter are prevented, Induftry is encouraged, 


and an Emulation excited: All which are 


greatly for the Publick Good. 


Brs1Dts, a Foreigner juſt eſcaped from 


Slavery and Oppreſſian, when he gets rich in a 


Land of Liberty and Plenty, is not likely to 
return home, but will ſettle among Us, and 
become one of ourſelves, with his whole Fa- 


mily. And what are ALL Enghſhmen but the 


Deſcendants of Foreigners ? In ſhort, it is the 


ſame weak N to prevent Foreigners ſettle- 
ing among us, as it is in the Poor about 


dener to en the * and Triſb coming 
Tct2011 BP 
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up to work in the Gardens, and carry in the 
Har veſt; not conſidering, that if the Gardener 
or Farmer cannot have his Work done wn ” 


he cannot afford to fell the Garden-Stu 


Bread,  &c. cheap to them. So that they 


| themſelves find their Account in the Cheap: 


neſs of the Labour of theſe Perſons; Indeed the 
Engliſh ſhould give Mort Encouragement, if 
pothble, to Strangers than France doth; as for 


many other Reaſons, fo particularly for this; 


That the Flemiſb, Germans, Swiſs, Piedmontiſs, 
Ttahans, &c. can arrive at moſt; of the Manu- 
facturing Towns in France at a trifling Ex- 
pence ; whereas the hong Journey from their 
own Country, and the Paſſage over into Eng- 
land, are a very great Diſcouragement to Fo- 
We been to come to ſettle here. 
VIII. Oux 1 10 judged Policy, nd N | 
Yealouſy in cramping the Commerce 'and Manu 
Factures of TRELAND, is another ve 
Bar againſt extending our Trade. Thi is is a 
molt unaccountable Infatuation, which has 
not the Shadow of a publick and national Reas 
ſon to defend it. For if freſand gets rich, 
what is the Conſequence? "England will be 
rich too, and France will be the poorer. The 
Wool which is now 8 from * Ireland 


C3 $a 1: into 


* A e whoſe Living is in uche e 75 of Ire- 
landl, aſſured me, That juſt after the Peace, the 1/441 
; Smugglers of his Pariſh, got upwards of 5o per Cent. by 
the Wool they — to the French. Pay Ne as this is 


the 
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into France, and manufactured there, and from 
thence ſent to oppoſe our own Commodities at 
foreign Markets, would be manufactured in 
Treland ; the French would looſe the Benefit of 
it, the Jriſb would get it: = the Rents of the 
Eſtates in Jre/and would riſe; and then the 
Money would ſoon find its way into England. 
Beſides, the 1r:/þ might be incorporated into 
the Engliſb Parliament, and make one Nation 
with ourſelves, bearing an equal Share of 
Taxes, and ſo eaſing England at the fame Time 
that Feland is enriched. But more of this 
hereafter. Gl ae 1 F555 


IX. WanrT of a leſs expenſive Way of Re- 
fairing our Roads; Want of more Navigable 
Rivers and Canals, are a very great Diſadvan- 
tage to England, in Compariſon of France. — 
Every one muſt be ſenſible of the heavy Tax, 
which ſo many Turnpikes lay upon Trade ; 
and how bad even the Turnpike Roads are in 
many Parts of the Country, diſtant from Lon- 
don. We have no Canals to open a Commu- 
nication between City and City, River and 
River, though ar Country is much better 
adapted for them than France. | 


the Caſe, Laws and Reftrifions will ſignify nothing. If 
we have a Mind to prevent the Jrs/h ſending their Wool 
to France, we muſt make it their INTEREST to keep 
it at home; which can never be done, but by permitting 
them to manufacture it themſelves, and expart it to any 
Market they can, 


— 
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X. We hh wor a very great Dicd- 
vantage, as moſt of our Leeward Iflands are 
now worn out, and indeed were neuer ſo fer- 
tile, or of ſo laſting a Soil as the French; there- 
fore they require a greater Expence to culti- 
vate them: So that our Sugars muſt come the 
dearer to Europe. Beſides, as we uſe ſo much 


for Home Conſumption, we have the Lois to 
ſpare for Taiga. e ter M 


XI. Ex CH AND iaboubs der- | peculiar 
Diſadvantage in Compariſon to France, as its 
Colonies are not fo much under the Command 
their Mother Country, nor fo fludious' of ber 4 
Welfare. = In many of theſe Colonies era 


Manufactures are ſet-up, and more intended to 
be erected, which will greatly interfere / with 


the Trade of England. And we muſt expect 
that this Evil will not decreaſe, but incregſe 

by Time, unleſs an effectual Method can 
ſpeedily be put in Practice, to divert the 
Thoughts of our American Colonies from 
theſe Purſuits, 7o ſome. others, equally ſervice- 
able to them, and leſs detrimental tous. Be- 
ſides, they not only ſet up Manufactures off 
their own in Oppoſition to ours, but they 
chaſe thoſe Luxuries and Refinements 'of 
aving from Foreigners, which we could fur- 
niſh em with. It is computed, that they 
are e with at leaft one third of theſe 
| Articles 
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Articles from foreign Nations; amongſt whom 
the French come in for the greateſt Share. 


XII. Wx alſo ſuffer a further Inconvenience 
in not inviting Foreigners to travel into Eng- 
land, and ſpend their Money among Us; and 
in being too fond of travelling ourſelves. It is 
certain, England has as many Curioſities for a 
Foreigner to obſerve, as any Country in the 
World : The whole Iſland, re every thing 
belonging to it, being in many Reſpects dif- 


Ferent from the Continent, = worthy the 
Attention of a Stranger. And even as to fine 


Paintings, original Statues, and Antiques, we 


have prodigious Collections of them in private 


Hands, though little known even to our own 
| Countrymen, for want of a publick and gene- 


| Fu al Catalogue. Moreover, our Engliſh Tra- 


vellers in France and Tahy, are continually 


making new Collections in order to carry 


home and embelliſh their own Country. And 


yet our Gentry are ſo /by to Strangers, the 
Servants expect ſo much Vails, and the com- 


mon People are ſo rude and affronting, that 
: wy few care to trauel f in uch a —_ 


XIII Tur hig hb Fic of 18 is ano- 
ther inſuperable Bar to à large Trade. — The 
Cauſes of which are ſuch as have been aſ- 
ſigned already, viz. Electioncering — the cor- 
rupt Murals of the People == Taxes on the 


. 
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Neceſſaries of Life — Monopolies, publick Com- 
fpanies, and corporate Charters of Trades. 


XIV. Wx ſuffer a very great Detriment 
through the Want of Public Inſpectors, to fee 
that our Manufacturers produce every Thing 
good in its Kind; that they give good Veigbt 
and Meaſure, and fold the worſe Side outer- 
moſt. And what is ſtill worſe, where ſuch 
have been appointed, they have degenerated, 
through ſome unhappy Abuſe, ſo far as to 
increuſe the Evil they were intended to correc. 


XV. ADD to all theſe, the Diſcourage- 
ments and Oppoſitions which the moſt generous 
Scheme will too often meet with from e 
intereſted and deſigning Men, who pervert the 
invaluable Blefling of Liberty and a free Con- 
ſtitution to ſome of the worſt of Purpoſes. In 
a deſpotick Kingdom, the Miniſtry have none 
to oppoſe them in their good Defigns : But 
among us, let their Plan be ever ſo well cal- 
culated for the Publick Good, yet if it claſhes 
with the private Intereſt of any particular 
Perſons, trading Companies, or Boroughs, (as 
it neceſſarily muſt do) then it is oppoſed, un- 
der various Pretences, by the united Force of 
falſe Patriots, who inflame the Populace with 
Words and Names, and blacken and miſrepre- 
ſent the beſ# Deſigns in the moſt malevolent 
manner. Fo 1 ie Tim | 
On BE SLIDES, 
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Bresipes, in. an abſolute Government, 
there is no Poſſibility of gaining Preferment 
by making one's ſelf formidable to the Mi- 
niſtry, Whereas in England, it is the ſure 
Road to it. A bold plauſible Speaker in the 
Houſe embaraſſes the Schemes of the Miniſ- 
try, not becauſe he thinks them wrong, but 
becauſe he expects to be BoyGHP OFF. by 
a Place, or a Penſion. A News-Writer, or a 
Pamphleteer, puts every Meaſure of the Court 
in the moſt odious Light, in order to make 
his Paper ſell the better, or to be thought 
conſiderable enough to be retained on their 
Side. 


ON the other hand, the Miniſtry are too 
apt to endeavour to quaſb a Motion, not be- 


cCauſe it was a bad one, but becauſe it came 


from the Party in the Oppofition. A good 
Motion, a publick-ſpirited and generous Pro- 
poſal, would raiſe the Credit of the Authors 
of them too high with the People, were they 
carried into Execution, to the Detriment of 
the Miniſiry. Therefore ſalus su 1, not ſa- 
lus Pop ULI ſaprema Lex efto. J 


Tus it is on both Sides: And an honeſt 
well-meaning Perſon, whoſe Views are jingle, 
and who is conſcious to himſelf of no other 
Attachment but the Good of his Country, can- 


8 
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not but lament theſe pernicious Evils. — And 
the more fo, as he muſt deſpair of ſeeing them 
effectually removed or cured, without intro- 
ducing worſe Fwvils in their ſtead, — unleſs 
Men were much Honeſter, and more upright 
than they are; which, it is to be feared, is 
not likely to be ſoon the Caſe. : 
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CERTAIN» 


PROPOSALS 


For remedying many of the above: 


mentioned INCONVENIENCIES ; 
and retrieving the TRADE and 
CREDIT of GREAT BRITAIN. 


I. PLAESS AL 


— 
LAS — V 
5 N 


0 alter the Quali . of Vot- 
ing, and to introduce a juſt Sub- 
8 ordination among the People. — 

When“ Forty Sbillings a Vear 
bas fixed upon as a Standard 


certainly more than an Equivalent to Twen 
Pounds per Ann. of modern Rent. Suppoſe, 


now, 


2 The very Recital of the Statute, which aſcertained 
the Qualification of Voting-Freeholders, is the beſt Proof 
of the Reaſonableneſs and Neceſſity of what 1s here pro- 
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for a Voting Freeholder, it was 
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now, that Twenty Pounds per Ann. was the 
requiſite Sum for a Frecholder, and Two Hun- 


dd 


'& Anno ocrauo HENRICI VI. cap. 7 


Nat Sorts Men ſball be Choo ee and he frall b; 


choſen Knights of the Parliament. 
< WHERE as the Elections of Knights of Shines to 
come to the Parliament of our Lord the King, in ma- 
ny Counties of the Realme of England, have now _ 
late been made by very great ourageaus and exceſſive Num- 
ber of People, dwelling within the ſame Counties of 
the Realme of England, of the which moſt Part was 
of People of ae: Subſtance, and of ng Value, whetebf 
every of them pretended a Voice equivalent as toſuc 
Ele&ions to be made, with the moſt worthy Knights 
and Eſquires dwelling within the faid Counties, where- 


by Manſlaughter, Riots, Batteries, and Diviſions among 


the Gentlemen and other People of the ſame Counties 
ſhall very likely riſe and be, unleſſe convenient and due 
Remedy be provided in this Behalf: Our Lord the 
King conſidering the Premiſes, hath provided, ordain- 


ment, that the Knights of the Shires to be choſen with- 


in the ſame Realme of England, to come to the Par- 
liaments of our Lord the King, hereafter to be holden, 


ſhall be choſen in every County of the Realme of Eng- 


land, by People dwelling and reſident in the ſame Coun- 
ties, whereof every one of them ſhall have Land or 
Tenement, to the Value of Forty Shillings by the Year 
at leaſt, above all Charges; and that they which ſhall 
be ſo choſen, ſhall be dwelling and reſident within the 
ſame Counties. Provided always, that, he 
which cannot expend FaortyShillings by the Year, as. afore 
is ſaid, ſhall in no wiſe be Chooſer. of the gs for the 
Parliament.“ 
HERE we find the ſame Cauſe tending to produce the 
ſame Effect in former Times, as in the preſent. Only 


there is this Difference, that the Evil could not beanear 


ſo great then, as now ; becauſe the common People were 
11 - uſed 
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dred Pounds Stock in Trade for a Tradeſman, 


to qualify them to vote; the immediate Con- 


ſequence would neceſſarily be, that the Manu- 


facturing Part of our Nation would not be 
called from their Work, to run roving after 
every Electioneering: A proper Subordination 
would be effectually introduced: The Laws 
againſt Idleneſs and Debauchery might be exe- 


cuted; and Smuggling in a oreat meaſure ſup- 
preſſed: And all this without running the N 
of diſobliging ſuch Voters, and bing their Votes. 


Moreover, when Things were put upon ſuch 
a Footing, 1t would be a Matter of Honour and 
Reputation to have a Vote; and conſequently, 
the Voter would pique himſelf more upon his 
Integrity and Uncorruptneſs, than he now doth. 
He would be above that Bribery and Corrup- 


tion, which appear ſo openly and avowedly on 


all Sides, at preſent, throughout the Kingdom. 
Likewiſe a Spirit of Emulation and Induſtry 
would be excited; and the Privilege of Voting 
would become a laudable Inducement to every 
 Artificer, (not to get Drunk, or to take a pal- 


uſed to much greater Subordination, and the Trade of the 
Kingdom was very inconſiderable, conſequently could not 
have ſuffered by it in any Degree to what it doth at preſent. 
And yet, if ſuch were the Reaſons which induced the Le- 
giſlature to paſs the above-recited Act at that Time, how 


much more Reaſon have we to follow their Example now? 


The preſent Value of Forty Shillings, is not a tenth 
Part of what they intended: Therefore, if we would keep 
up to the Spirit and Meaning of this Law, we ſhould at 
leaſt fix the Qualification at Twenty Pounds per Annum. 
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try Bribe, as at preſent is the Caſe) but to be fru- 
gal and ſaving, i in order to raiſe himſelf to. the 
Degree of a Voter. And many Artificers might 
accompliſh this by a few Years Induſtry = 
they are ſet up. The Number alſo of the 


Poor would conſequently be /efſened ; the Price 


of Labour reduced ; and the Perſons themſelves, 
who would be debarred of Voting by ſuch a 
ſuppoſed Bill, much happier, much ricber, 
and guzeter than they now are. Add to this, 
That a Militia for Land Service, and a Re ger | 
for the Sea Service, might then be introduced, 
if it was judged expedient ; whereas at preſent 
it is impracticable; becauſe ſuch a Fower, 
wherever lodged, would infallibly be applied 


to the bad Purpoſes of wor, ng Votes at ws 


Time of Elections. 
Þ 0 P 0 S A 225 


To ere& certain Courts in FEET Lg 
ing Places of the Kingdom, where the chief 
Dealers themſelves ſhall petition for them, with 


the Title of * anne of the = Marals of 


£ 


*The Cal againſt the Morals of the manu- 
facturing Poor become louder every Day, and certain- 
ly demand, if any thing doth, the ſerious Attention of the 
Legiſlature. Combinations of Journeymen to extort ex- 
orbitant Wages, — This Money ſpent. in Drunkenneſs 
and Debauchery, fo that they are the Poorer rather than 
the Richer at the Meel's End, by the advanced Price, — 


their Unfaithfulneſs to their Truſt, —the Badneſs of their 


| N whenever their Maſters have a great Demand, and 
dare 


84 An ESSAY on TRADE. 
the manufaFuring Poor, Perhaps ſomething 
to the following Effect, might ſuggeſt Hints 
to be improved upon. ** 

„„ THe 


dare not turn them off, — the mncreaſing Number of the 
Poor ; theſe, and many other Articles of the like Nature, 
are the Complaints jxz/#ly made on this Head. 


A certain very ingenious Gentleman, and himſelf a 
great Manufacturer in the Clothing Way, has attended 
to them with great Aſſiduity; and is engaged in a Scheme 
which he intends to exhibit to the Publick, of a very 


fingular Nature, for the Reformation of theſe Abuſes. 


He has carefully obſerved, That in exceeding dear Years, 
when Corn and Proviſions are at an extravagant Price, 
then the Work is be/t and cheape/t done: — but that in 
cheap Years, the ManufaCturers are idle, Wages high, 
and Work ill done. He has carried theſe Obſervations 
through many Years back; and confirmed them by the 
Teſtimony of ſeveral great Writers upon Trade. 


THEREFORE he infers, That the high Duties, Tax- 
es, and Exciſes upon the Neceſſaries of Life, are ſo far 
from being a Diſadvantage to Trade, as Things are cir- 
cumſtanced among Us, that they are eventually the chief 
Support of it: —and ought to be higher till, in order to 
oblige the Poor either to WoRK or STARVE. : 


Som Things may certainly be ſaid in favour of this 
Scheme, But an humane and compaſſionate Man can- 
not but be ſorry, to ſee the Morals of the Poor ſo very 
corrupt, as to oblige any one to think of ſuch an Expe- 
dient. In the mean Time, as much may be ſaid againſt 
it; and as it would involve the Innocent as well as the 
Guilty in the fame Puniſhment ; perhaps ſome other Ex- 
| pedients would better anſwer the good End propuſed, 
and not be liable to the ſame Objections. If the Quali- 
fication for Voting was ſettled as in the i Propoſal, and 
Court Guardians erected, as propoſed in this; and Fo- 
reign Manufacturers naturalized, in order to keep * 

the 


* 
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Tur Qualifications of each Member of this 
Court to be as follows; 1½, That he employs 
not leſs than twenty Manufacturers on his own 
Account, the greater Part of the Year. By 
this Regulation, the moſt eminent, as well as 
the moſt concerned, will be the only Perſons 
admitted. 2dly, That each Member ſub- 
ſcribes a certain Sum, ſuppoſe two Guineas at 
leaſt, every Year towards the good Purpoſes 
hereafter to be mentioned : but that they be 
admitted to receive the Legacies and Dona- 


tions of others. 34h, That each Member be 


Ia married Man, in order to ſet the good Ex- 


ample here recommended, 


Tr x Aim of this Court to be, To 4 
rage Vice, Idleneſs and Debauchery, — and to 


encourage Induſtry, Probity and Fidelity, in the 
lower Claſs of People. 


TRE Means to effectuate theſe good De- 
ligns, with great Submiſſion, perhaps may be 


as follows ; 5 
I/, By 


the thine of Latiouls and prevent any Combinations 
among our own People, (as ſhall be mentioned in a ſuc- 
ceeding Propoſal). perhaps the Morals, of our Poor would 
be as unexceptionable, and the Price of Labour as cheap, 


Jas in any other trading Country. 


Bur which ever Scheme is right, or if neither are, the 
Affair itſelf deſerves the moſt ſerious Regard of every 
one, who wiſhes: well both to the Souls and Bodies of 
his Fellow Creatures, and the Good of his Country, 
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Tf, By removing all Temptations, as much 
as poſſible, out of the Way; to- which End, 
this Court Guardian ſhall have the ſole Power 
of judging, How many Alehouſes, &c. are ne- 
ceſſary to be Jicenſed in their reſpective Diſ- 
tricts: that is, They ſhall not have a Power to 
exceed the Number allowed by the Juſtices, 
but to leſen them as much as they pleaſe. 
Neither ſhall they have the Power to nomi- 
nate the Perſons to be licenſed; but after they 
have delivered in their Liſts, the Juſtices ſhall 
nominate, — unleſs the Juſtices delay to do it 
for a Month after Delivery : in ſuch Caſe, they 
_ ſhall be impowered to nominate themſelves, 
They ſhall likewiſe have the Power of leyy- 
ing a certain Fine by Diſtreſs of Goods, or in 
Default of that ſhall inflict corporal Puniſh- 
ment, on all Perſons 'who keep Cock- Hits, 
Skittle- Allies, and all ſuch Places for the Reſort 
of thecommonPeople, within their Diſtrict; alſo 
thoſe who ſetup Stages for Cudgel- Playing, &c. or 
Booths for Horſe Races, or bring Liquors, Cakes, 
Fruit, or any like Temptations, to draw People 
together. They ſhall alſo be impowered to 
expel out of their Diſtrict, all ſuch common 
People as cannot give a good Account of them- 
ſelves, by what means they ſubſiſt; and ſhall 
particularly be enabled to remove ſuch Women, 
as are ſiiſpected to have a bad Character, un- 
leſs they can clear themſelves from the Im- 
putation, by. the Oaths of three at 2 of 
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their Neighbours of good Subſtance and Repute, 
that they believe them to be iundcent of the 
Charge, and eſteem them to be Be Chafte, 
and ſober Perſons. 


2th, Tusk Courts Guardians ſhall hes 
your to encourage Induſtry, Probity, and practi- 
cal Religion, by the following Methods; vis. B 
allowing Forty Shillings apiece to any you 


Couple going to be married, that can make it 
| cop by the Teſtimony of their Maſters, that 


ey have ſaved Three Ponnds and upwards, 
by working in their Service ; and have behaved 
well. If each of, theſe can produce ſuch a 


Character, then this Forty Shillings ta be 
made Four Pounds. But not to be Paid till a 
Vear and a Day after Marriage, during which 


| 40 me they are fail to behave well. pp allow- 
g alſo ſomething, diſcretionally to th 2 who 
ate A er bende with large Families, or are 
Sick, whoſe Characters are 15 to be good: 
—By preſenting alſo a few good Books, to 
the remarkgbſy diligent and induſtrious. Sup- 
poſe theſe were the Bible, and Gaſtrel's Chriſ- 
tian Iuſtitutes; which are Books that no Per- 
ſons of ever ſo different Religious Perſwafions 
can object to. If theſe were neatly Bound, gilt 
on the Back and Leaves, with a Cloth Caſe, 
and had ſtampt on one Side in Gold Letters, 
Tur HanD of THE DiLIGENT MAKETH RICH 
And on the Other, 


re THE Piatoz'of THEM THAT po wiLL; 


I hey 


. 
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25 oF Q iucor porate both the Britiſh Nes fogeth - 
and to make ONE KINGDOM IN all Reſpetts, 


Patriot of both Kingdoms. And indeed in- 
a . 
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expreſſibly great would be the Benefit on both 
Sides. The V.iſb would ſhare in the Advan- 
tage of our Trade, and we in theirs. By per- 
mitting them to get rich at the Expence of the 
French, they would be enabled to eaſe Us of 
the Burden of the worſt and heavieſt of pur 
Taxes :— whereas at preſent, the French, thro' 
our own unaccountable Infatuation, get rich at 
their Expence. By this mutual Benefit, nel- 
ther Kingdom would be looked upon as Foreign 
to the ch but the Goods of both would 
be imported Duty-free, or perhaps be conſi- 
dered only as coming Coaſtwiſe, The hoſtile 


Prohibition againſt wearing, or v/ng the Pro- 


duce of either Kingdom, would be repealed ;- 
and all that unnatural War between the Com- 
merce of the twa Nations, would be at an 
End: = which would be attended with theſe 
further happy Conſequences, That many of 
the Neceſſar:es of Life would be imported 
cheaper into England, than they now can be 
purchaſed ; a great Advantage this to the Mer- 
chant and Manufafurer : - and many more 
of the Luxuries, Ornaments, and Delicacies of 
Living, would be exported from hence into Jre- 
land. For moſt certain it is, That in propor- 
tion as Ireland grew rich, they would take the 
Lead for the richeſt of their Cloaths, Furniture, 
Plate, Jewels, Equipages, &c. &c. from Eng- 
land. Likewiſe the Inducements of being nea 
the Parliament, the Court, the Publick Funds, 
&c, would bring many more 7 Families to 
hs T 12 refeae. 
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reſide, and ſpend: their Fortunes here, than 
now do. In ſhort, whatever Wealth 5,529 
would draw from other Counties by its Pro- 
duce, Manufactures, and happy Situation; all 


that would continually center in England. 


Bur here, methinks, I hear SgLF-INTEREST: 
making an Outcry, © They would run away, 
with our Trade.” But pray let me calmly aſk, 
Who would run away with it? or where would 
they run to? Why truly our own People, our 
own Countrymen, (who may as juſtly be called 
ſo, as the Inhabitants of any neighbouring 
County, —and are ſome of the beſt and — 


. aitthful Subjects the Government has) v oul d 


7 87 carry ſome part of a Manufacture from 
Us to themſelves. —But what Detr:ment would 
this be to the Publick ? The People of York- 


Hire have done the very fame Thing by Gle- 


cefterſhire and Wiltſhire. Let us therefore 
have a Mecting of the Clothiers of theſe two 
Counties to petition the Parliament, That the 


' Yorkſhire Looms and Mills may be all broke and 


gee For they. have run away with. our 
Trade. This is ſo ridiculous and abſurd a 
Propoſal, that I believe there is no Perſon liv- 
ing, but muſt fee and feel it to be ſo. And 
yet let me aſk, Is not this the very Caſe with 
reſpect to the Objection againſt incorporating 
with Ireland? Or if there be a e be- 
tween the two Caſes, I ſhould be glad to know 


icherejn it conſiſts? Is Jreland to be looked 


upon 


_ - | 
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as a diſtinct dom? — more: is 
Prey; For as the N have but one 
common Head, — one common Jntereſt both in 
Church and State, the ſame Friends, — and 
the ſame Enemies; they ought to have. been 
long fince conſolidated — — But allow- 
ing it to be called a diſtinct Kingdom at 
ſent, till it is united: —ſo is Yorkſhire a 40 e 2 
County, and was formerly, in the Times of 
the Heptarchy, a Kingdom likewiſe diſtin 
from the two Counties above mentioned, Is 
Ireland a great Way diftant from England? — 
Yorkſhire is at a greater Diſtance ſtill from the 
Counties above mentioned, And the Commu- 
nication between them is not /o eaſy by 23 
for the Purpoſes of Commerce, as dhe ober 
by Sea. | 2 


« Bu UT Ireland is more advant ageouſly fitus. 


.< ated for the Trade to the Weſt- Indies: 


0 Therefore Therefore we muſt deny 
our own People the Benefit of Trading, Bx CAUSE | 
they are advantageouſly ſituated for carrying it 
on. This is a werghty Argument, Briſtol, for 
Inſtance, is better fituated for the Iriſh Trade 
than London ; therefore let vs Londoners peti- 
tion, that the Port of Bri/tol may be lacked up. 


IT odd be an endleſs. and a ions 3 
3 Work to wade through ſuch groſs and pal. 
fable Abſurdities. One Thing is plain and 
Wees. that Se Helnterg , 1 Bane of all 

Fublick 
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Publick Good, is driyer to hard Shifts, in 
order to cover ſuch Niete as the dare not 
Pen avow. If England itſelf was divided 
nto 7wo Kingdoms, one comprehending all 
the South, the other all the North Side of the 
Thames, and there were hoſtz]e Prohibitions 
againſt importing certain Sorts of Goods from 
London to Southwark, and vice verſa ; and 
bigh Duties upon all the Reſt : Many Indivi- 
duals on both Sides, would find their own 
private Interef? in upholding the Diviſion, and 
would cry out, upon any Propofal being made 
for an Union — Theſe Foreigners will run awa 
with our Trade — They are better fituated than 
Us Our Trade is in Danger. But would 
this Cry weigh with upright Men on both 
Sides, who had the Welfare of the Commu- 
nity truly at Heart? — If it would not, what 
ſhall dating of the ſame Argument, when 
_ urged againſt Great Britain's incorporatin 
with 2 Wy and eee er wing 


Iv. PROPOSAL: © 


Ar TER ſuch an Union of the two King- 
doms, as above propoſed, By Degrees to lay 
the Engliſh Taxes upon Ireland; and to eafe 
the Engliſh of the moſt burdenſome of theirs in 
the ſame graduol manner, — Suppoſe, there- 
fore, the firſt Year, that the Egli 


Exciſe, and the Duties upon French Wines and 
Brangtes, are extended to Ireland; then Eng. 
LALLONS 'L | | land 


— . 
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land might be eaſed of the Salt Tax, the ſame 
Year, or the following one. If in the ſecond 
Year; N were charged with the Stamp 
and Paper Duties, England might be diſabarg- 
ed ty e Tax upon Soap and Candles. If in 
the (third, a 18. was laid upon the JVindow- 
Lights in Ireland, the Cual Duties might be 
taken off from Eng =P If in the fourth, the 
Tax was laid upon Coaches, this would ena- 
ble the Parliament to diſcontinue the Duty 
upon Leather. Laſtly, If in the fifth Year, 

reland was ſubjected to a Land-Tax, this 
would caſe. the Lands and Houſes. of England 
of at leaſt one third of their Bair det. * 


28 1 "1 * WF" 
. 
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*T, 0 fr up Woollen 2 Silk 1 
in the Weft Coaſt of England, and South-Weſt of 


Ireland, (ſuppoſing the former PRor OS ALS 
to take Place) in order fo 71 val the French. 


Tur Price = of Tatar 4 is as ich I thiſ 
Parts, as any where in France; an * a 


* Tye Price of Labour at the Places ale lhe 
ed was given me, as follows: 
_ Ar Liſt, the Wages of Journeymen Stocking and 
Camblet Weavers, about 24 Sous per Day, 7. e., about 
13 Pence Engliſh; a Soud being” a little more than an 
Halfpenny.” 

Abbeville and e 85 Jodmey men Weber and 
W according to the Nature of the vos 

: 8 a oy 
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| proper Subordination is introduced; the Tetnp- 


tation of Electioneering removed; the moſt 
grievous of our Taxes aboliſhed, and a Trade 
ſet open; it is probable, that Labour might be 
Rill © much: cheaper: By which means, the 
French might be cut out of a great deal F 
their un and Spaniſh Trade, oops 


-Moxeovan, when *he Woollen Manu. 


es come to be effectually eſtabliſned in 


thoſe Party, it will be next to impoffible to 


and er Dexterity, from 20 to 50 Sous per Day. 


Ditto : To Women employ” d in the Manufacture, not n 
more than 12 Sous per Day. 


Hedgers and Ditehers in the Country, about 10 Sous 


ger Lay. 2s able 
Nantes : Journeymen Ship-Carpenters, about 30 Sous 
per Day. 


C 9 Labourers mending the Canal of Lan- 
1 by the Job, earn about 12 Sang per Day. 
s Journeymen Weavers in the Silk and Stock. 
Trade, from 30 to 35 Sous per Day. 
1 Journeymen Taylors 30 Sous per Day. — 


Ditto: Carpenters, 30 dito. Silk · Weavers; from 30 to 


35 Sous per Day. 

Toulon : Journeymen Carpenters i in the King $ Yards, 

30 Sous per Day. 

ions; Journeymen Workmen have ſeveral. Prices, 

according to the Silks, Velvets, Gold Stuffs, Lace, Es. 
&c. from 50 to 100 Sous per Day. 

LAND-CARRIACER of Goods om Marſeilles to Lions, 
and wice ve 5 (230 Engliſh Miles) which is often done 
either for Speed, or Safety; the Rhone being difficult to 
mount, and fine Goods may take Damage in going 
down, per Hundred, (108 1b. Engliſh) from 6 to) Livres. 
W B. A Livre is 10 Pence Halfpenny Engliſh. 


run 
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run the Wool to France: For both the Wool 
itſelf will bear a Better Price, ſo as not to 
make it worth their while; and each Manu- 
facturer will be a kind of Centinel, to prevent 
its being exported unmanufaFured. This 
therefore, I humbly conceive, is a much bet- 
ter Scheme of Prevention, than that of the 
Reverend Mr Smith, in his Memoirs of Mol, 
in which he pleads for a Liberty of exporting 
Wool, under the Qualification of certain Du- 
ties and Reſtrictions. For it anſwers all the 
Ends propoſed by him in that Scheme, and 
is ſubject to none of thoſe Inconveniencies 
which his is generally ſuppoſed to be attended 
with. This Gentleman, — for his indefatiga- 
ble Labours in collecting all that has been ever 
ſaid upon the Subject, and preſenting it to the 
Reader in one Jie, — for his judicious Re- 

marks, and the Pains he has taken in endea- 
vouring to correct many popular Errors, which 
had too generally prevailed, — moſt juſtly de- 
ſerves the 3 Thanks and Applauſe of 
his Country. 


Bur among = 13 Requilites 8 
ry to enable us to rival the French in the Le- 
vant and Spaniſh Trade, one, and which 
ought EY 6 to be regarded, is, To lay the 
Trade open. Wherefore I now proceed tothe 


VI. PROPOSAL. 


Viz, To la y open and extend our narrow 
K and 
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and reftrained Companies ; beginning with the 


Turky and Hudſon's Bay Companies : which 
hurt the Trade of Great Britain more eflen- 


tially with reſpe& to France, than any other 


Company can do. 


HE RF, again, that watchful Dragon, Sar. F- 
INTEREST, w1ll be apt to take the Alarm; and 
I do not expect any thing I can ſay will have 


Charm enough to lay him aſleep. = Many 


ſpecious Reaſons have been offered in favour 
of excluſive Companies; which, though they 
convinced none but thoſe that were intereſted 


in them, yet they ſerved to perplex a Debate, 


by drawing off Mens Attention from the true 
Merits of the Cauſe. 


I 6H AL L endeavour therefore, for the ſake 
of ſuch as have honeſt Hearts, 'and publick 
Spirits, to give an impartial State of the Caſe, 
with as much Clearneſs and Conciſeneſs as i 
can. 


Fiber then, 1 will a that in ger. 


Zain Caſes, and at certain Junctures, excluſive 
| Companies might have been a prudent, and 


even a neceſſary Inſtitution, calculated for the 
publick Good ; as, | 


I, IN _ to Wet” An "EGAN 
and Manufactures among a barbarous and 2 


vage People: Which v was the Caſe with the 


late 


OM on EE 


An ESSAY ow TRADE. 67 
late Czar of Muſcovy. It was neceſſary for 


him, in his Circumſtances, to give ſo extenſive 


Privileges to Merchants and Tradeſmen to 
come and ſettle in his Country, as would over- 
balance the Temptation of ha Of for 
reſiding any where elſe. 


2dly, IN order to induce freilful Artificers 
to come and inſtruct an ignorant People; which 
undoubtedly they will ort do, unleſs upon a 
valuable Conſideration. — This was the Caſe 
with our Engliſb Princes about Two hundred 


Years ago, in granting ſo many Privileges and 


Exemptions to the Ken, and other en 
Manufacturers. 1 8 


| * In order to conquer the deep rooted 
habitual Lazineſs of a People, by ep 
Examples of Induſtry and —_ good Effects 
of it, before their Eyes. This, among other 
Reaſons, is much the Caſe with the Spaniſh 
Court at preſent, in being ſo defirous of intro- 
ducing foreign Manufacturers into Shain. 


4thly, Ix order to have a hel Capital, fuf- | 
ficient to embark in any hazardous Undertak- 
ing, which may call for great Sums to be 
expended, before the Pręject can be brought 


to bear, and the Trade to 75 * And where- 


as no private Perſons by themſelves, or volun- 
tary: Aſſociations. can be Tu ſed equal to 


„ 


| fuck, an Undertaking; 3 ther tore when Indivi- 


KA duals. 
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duals refuſe or decline, it is but reaſonable that 
thoſe who adventure in a joint Stock ſhould 
be incorporated, and have a Privilege exclud- 


ing all others from interfering in this new 
Branch of Commerce, till the Adventurers are 


ſufficiently paid for the Riffs 902 run, and the 


Expences they were at. 


Now all theſe are very anda and ſufficient 


Reaſons, where they hold, tor the eſtabliſhing 


of excluſ ve Companies. For it is better to 
have the Trade of an excluſive Company, than 
no Trade at all. And in proceſs of Time, ac- 
cording as the Reaſons for continuing them g 


do ceaſe, the Trade ſhould be LAID OPEN. 


5thly, THERE is alſo another Reaſon in 
certain Governments, whoſe Credit is not 
eſteemed good with the People, for the erect- 
ing of ſuch Publick Bodies. And that is, For 
the Sake of Borrowing Money at an Exigence, 
when Individuals will not truſt them. his, 
J believe, was the Caſe with our wr: en 
ment in former Times. 


Bu r 6thly, T "FAR 1s Alt a farther Motive 
remaining, 'which, though a very bad and 
ſcandalous one, yet it is to be feared, hath had 


the greateſt Share in erecting Menopolies of all 


the Reſt. - And that is, in plain, but very ex- 


preſſive Engliſh, JoBBiNG. And moſt of 


the Charters for n which were ſo 
Plenti- 
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plentifully granted in the Time of King Charles 
the Second, whoſe Pleaſures Bots, himſelf 
and his Courtiers very needy of Money, betray 
the Original from which they were derived. 
—Particularly that famous one for the Hudſon's 
Bay Company, which is a Grant without any 
Bounds or Limits of Seas, Mountains, Rivers, 
Degrees of Latitude or Longitude ; and there- 
fore, if valid, might zmpower. the Company 
to challenge all the Lands of America, which 


were not diſpoſed of b 5 prior Grants, as well 
as the Coaits ol og eos PF 


Bur enough, I hope, hath volt fd, as 
to the Reaſons for the Inſtitution of excluſive 
CON 


% a3 
, *s 


My srcoxp Attempt, he will be. to 


ſhew, That none of theſe Reaſons do hold in 


our preſent Circumſtances. — For if any of 
them do, let me aſk which? Is it the Firſt, . 
Second, or Third? I believe the moſt fan- 

guine Advocate for excluſive Companies, will 
not inſiſt upon either of theſe. Is it then the 
Fourth? — This, I am aware, will be chiefly 
inſiſted on.— Not that it can be pretended at 
this Day, That private Adventurers are either 
unable, or unwilling to engage in any Trade 
carried on by a Company, were it laid open ; 

but the Pretence is, That a Recompence ſhould 
be made them, before they are diſolved, for 
ing Se they have been at. And doubt- 


leſs 
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5 4 if the original Adventurers, or their Re- 
preſentatives, can make it appear, That they 


have NOT YET received a reaſonable Profit 
for the Money advanced by them to make a 


| Capi tal Stock, * Publick will conſider them 
ſo far, as to make good the Deficiency. They 


have a Plea of Right and Equity for this. — 
But they have no Colour of Right for any 
imaginary Value, which they may put upon 
their Stocks. Nor i is the Publick concerned to 
regard ĩt: Nay, the very Plea defeats itſelf: For 
if their Stocks have been really ſold in the 
Market greatly above Par, this is a plain Proof, 


that they have received a reaſonable Profit al. 


ready, for the Money advanced to make a 
Copttal, And therefore ought not to have any 
JE” Compenſatic on. 


| . 0 da i to +" Fifth; . 
for excluſive Companies, there can be no 
Pretence for it any longer in our Times. For 
it is well known, the Credit of our, Govern- 


ment is ſo good, that Individuals rather chuſe 


to lend their Money upon Public, than pri- 
vate Securities. — And dna they do ĩt even on 
cheaper Terms. 1 8 batvii ws 


WII EREFOR E, laſchy y, "if Ned 0 


a Free Trade, and the Publick Good, ſhall till 


continue, it is too plain, that they will owe 
their Preſervation to the ſame Cauſe that gave 
them Birth, vi. A Jen — But that 1 may 


exprek 8 
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expreſs my utter Diſlike againſt them, in 
common with every other DISINTERESTED 


Man, who ſhes well to the Good of the 
whole Commun ty, 1 ſhall go on, 


THIRDLY, To point out a few of the prime. 


cipal Evils, and grade ASL. at- 


| tending them. 


In the 1/7 Place, Theſe exclu/fve Compa- 


nies cannot trade, if they were inclined, upon 
ſo eaſy Terms, as private Adventurers would 
do, were the Trade laid open. So many Di- 
rectors, Supercargoes, Storebouſe-keepers, Fac- 
tors, Agents, Clerks, — and all the Pickings of 
their ſeveral Dependents : — ſo many Fees, 
Sweetnings, &c. from the Manufafurer, or 
under Merchant, that his Goods may have the 
Preference to others: —and the Expences of 
carrying many Sorts of Goods from diſtant 
Parts of the Country, where they are manu- 
factured, up to the Metropolis, there to be 
Shipped off, inſtead of being exported from the 
next convenient Port: — Expences of Warehouſes, 
&c. &c. make it impaſſible tor any Corporate 


Company to Trade upon an equal Footing with 


private Adventurers: = and conſequently of 


extending their Dealings fo far as if the Trade 


was open. «> For this Reaſon it has been 
always found, That if private Adventurers 
ſhall be permitted to engage in the ſame Trade, 
they will — carry it away from the 

Company. 


* 


* 
„ 
= 
þ [ 
Pe 
1 

oP 
oy - 
- Fol 

4 
[4 . 

1 
F 
I 
th 
1 

9 
bi 
„ 1 
. 

1 z 
by ti 
4 
7 1 
= * 1 
* 
* 

! 

* 
* 
1 
Lo U 

z 
5 

8: 
w 
FS 7 
» 1 
x & - 

© 
i: 

7 
5 

n * 
4 

» 
3Y 
+0 
*Y 
4 - 
7 
1 T 

$7 

2 
7 

779 
4 
= - 
1 
T 
1% 
* 
5 

7 

* 

„ 
12 
* 
3 
4 

** 

* 


72 AN ESSAY ON TRADE. 


Company. * And upon the fame Principle, 
If there are two Nations, Rivals in che ſa 
ö rade, 


* We have a convincing Proof of the Truth of both theſe 
Obſervations, 1½, In the Caſe of the African Company, and 
the Briſtol and Liver poole Traders: zaly, We have ano- 
ther, and a woful one, in that of our Engliſh Company 
trading to Turky, and the French trading thither allo 
from Marſeilles. Our Engliſh Company had formerly 
all the Trade for Cloth to the Levant : which being ob- 
ſerved by the French, ever jealous of the Engliſb Com- 
merce, they ſet up Manufactures of their own in imita- 
tion of them. Theſe Manufactures ſtill bear the Name 
from whence they were derived, viz. Londrins premiers, 
— Londrins ſeconds, — Londrins larges.— But they have 
ſo ſupplanted the Trade of London, becauſe it is in the 
Hands of an excluſive Company, that the Engliſh have 
little or nothing of a Trade, comparatively ſpeaking, in 
thoſe Parts. Whereas the French ſhipped off to the 
Levant, the very Day the Seas were free, after.the Peace, 
July 44, 1748, FOUR THOUSAND Bales of the above- 
ſaid Cloth: Each Bale, one with another, worth about 
1200 Livres. That is about 2 10,0001. Sterling in all. 


IF it ſhould be ſaid, That the French have gotten 
this Trade from Us, not ſo much on the Account of 


the Diſaduantage w ER labour under from an excluſive 


Company, as the Advantageouſneſs of their Situation, I 
have this further Remark to offer ; viz. That if the 


Trade was open, We have many Advantages, which they 


have not, to counterbalance the Inconvenience of our Si- 
tuation.— They are obliged to import moſt of their Wool 
from Turky, Spain, or Africa, into Marſeilles; and to 


carry it chiefly by Land-Carriage from thence to Car- 


caſſonne, about 130 Miles. — Then to carry the Cloth 
back to Marſeilles : which cannot be done at a ſmall 
Expence. They are alſo obliged to fetch Tin, Lead, and 
Shot from England, and Spices from Holland, for the 

| | Turi 
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Trade, that Nation which permits a free and 
open Trade, will always be ſuperior to the 


other, which confines it to a Company: —other 
Circumſtances ſuppoſed to be equal, or nearly ſo. 


2dly, As they cannot trade fo cheap as pri- 
vate Adventurers, even were they inclined, 


4 hey muſt therefore neceſſarily omit many 
leſſer Branc hes, as not anſwering their Expenſe, 


which in the Hands of Individuals would turn 
to good Account, and perhaps give Bread to 
Thouſands of Families. Theſe Articles are 
called /efſer, not becauſe they are /eſs extenſive, 
for perhaps in. that Reſpect they may be the 


greateſt, but becauſe they are et gainful ; 
which: therefore a Company mult leave un- 
touched, unleſs they will trade to their awn loſs. 


n a Bur 


Turky Markets; in all which we have moſt certainly 


the Advantage over them. And therefore, if we had 
Wiellen Manufactures erected in the Weſt of England, 
and the South-Weſt of Ireland, (according to PRxo po- 
SAL V.) where Labour is as cheap as in any Part of 
France, where we have Wool on the Spot, — and when 
manufactured, might be immediately exported, without 
being carried up to London; — where Tin, Lead, and 
Spices, may be had upon much eaſier Terms than they 
can at Marſeilles : 1 ſay, with all theſe Advantages, ard 
an open Trade, we could more than counterbalance any 
Advantage, that the French can draw from the Situation 
of Marſeilles : and then we might import the raw Ma- 
terials of Si, Camels Hair, Skins, &c. much cheaper 
than at preſent, to the Emolument of Thouſands of 
Families. | ff | 
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Bur, 3dl, It muſt be obſerved, That the 
Views of every excluffve Company are quite of 
a different Nature from what was faappoſeu 
above. c For they do not, and never did, de- 
fire to trade as cheap as others, but as much 
dearer as they can. The Charter itſelf ſecures 
them from any Competitors ; and therefore they 
have 70 need to ſeek to get the Trade to them- 
ſelves by ſelling cheap. But on the contrary, 


wherever they have the Market to wn "by | 


they will both ſell and buy at their own Price. 


Tris is the greateft and moſt intolerable of 
all the Evils of Monopolies. It is a Proftitu- 
tion of the Trade and —_ of the Pubhick, 

to the mercileſs Ravages of greedy Individuals. 
t We may the better judge of the m:chiev- 
ous Effects of all Monopolies, by attentively ob- 
ſerving the indefatigable Pains, and great Ex- 
pence, which every ſelf-:ntere/ted Perſon chear- 
Fully ſubmits to, in order to acquire it, even 


in a free Trade, For if he has a large Capi- 


tal, he will nk ſome part to underſell another 
Adventurer, who has leſs, in order to BREAK 
HIM: and then, when he has done that, he 
will raiſe the Price of his Commodities again, 
ſo as to make himſelf ſoon whole for the Loſſes 
he had zzcurred. Now if a private Merchant 
can find his Acccunt in loſing ſo much Money, 
in order to get at a Monopoly in a free Trade, 
What excrvitant Gains muſt an exclufrve Com- 
pany 


9 
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pany make, who are LI: in . e = 


have none to rival t 


8 Nay. the Exil becomes a Remedy 
in this /atter Caſe. - For whereas in the for- 
mer, either the Engroſſer himſelf, or his 5 
mily, will retire from Buſineſs, after they have 
amaſſed great Riches; by which means the 
„ will again be opened. — In the latter Caſe, 
dig. that of a Company, One ſucceeds another 
upon the ſame Plan of preying upon the Publick, 
without erm on. So that neither the 


Death, or exorbitant Wealth of one Set of 


Proprietors, give Us any Proſpect of being de- 
livered from the Power and be de 27 od 


next. 


By x the Affair of a Publick Company calle 
the Hudſon's Bay) was, laſt Seſſions, brought up- 
on the Carpet before the Br:tz/h Parliament. — 
Let us ſee, therefore, What they had to /ay 


for themſelves, when called upon by their Su- 


periors, —and when, doubtleſs, 27 ſaid all they 
all —and gaveevery thing the bot Colmring. | 


It appears, therefore, from the Papers, 
which the Honourable Committee, appointed 
to examine into the State of their Aﬀairs, were 
pleaſed to make publick, for the general Tnfor- 
mation. of the hook That the following 
Particulars were proved to the Satisfattion of 
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the Committee, and even were not contradic- 
ted by the Agents for the Company. 

1, Tü Ar the Company always have dif- 
* the ſettling a Colony in any Part of 
their vaſt and voundlefs Empire. ae 


dh, TRA they di e AR) the Ce 
pany's Servants from conver/ing with the In- 
dians, whereas the French ate an Inter- 


courſe with each other as ma as Pe. | 


2dh, THAT the Clindite 4 is much warmer, 
and the Soil better, higher up the Country, 
than towards the Seaſide Ver 70 Det Ienene) 
1 0 


Atbly, Tur the French hat extended 
thei Settlements more and more: and where- 
ever they have come near the Engliſh, they 
have carried moſt of the Trade From the Eng- 
liſh, not vice verſa, © 


otbly, T HAT the Pots * cede to be 
erced and NS are of no Strength, were 


they 


* A great . is laid by the Advocates for excluſive 
Companies, on the Neceſſity of erecting Forts in certain 


diſtant Countries, for ſecuring the Trade to ourſelves ; 


Therefore they infer Companies ought to be eſtabliſh- 


ed in order to ſupport this Expence, A ſtrange Argu- 
.gument this! And a ftranger Inference! For if Forts 


are Ty to be erected; againſt whom are they 
neceſlary ? 


3 
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they attacked by an European Enemy; and 
only ſerve to ſubje& the Indians to thi Com- 
mand of the Company. 1/2 ORF IH 
| = __ 6thlp, 


neceſſary? Not againſt the People of the Country who 


are to trade with us. That is too abſurd. We are to 
cultivate their Friendſhip, and ought to ingratiate our- 


ſelves by all due Acts of Kindneſs, into their Favour. 


But if theſe Forts are neceſſary to be erected, in order 


to keep the whole Trade to ourſelyes, and prevent other 


Nations from interfering with us; How came-it then 
to paſs, that we were ſome Years ago ſo alarmed at the 


Oftend Company, who had no Forts, and no Deſign of 


attacking ours? Yet it is very plain, they could car 
on a Trade, and even underſell the Engliſh Eaſt-India 


Company, notwithſtanding their Forts. — If the Trade 
was now to be laid open, ſubject only to the ſingle Reſtric- 


tion, That the private Traders ſhould not come into the 


Jeme Ports or Harbours,. where. the Companies have 


orts : — What would be the Conſequence? Plainly 
this; That the Companies would be ruined: and the 


private Adventurers, though deſtitute of Forts, would get 
all the Trade from them. 


If it is ſaid, That theſe 
Forts are neceſſary to guard and defend their Magazines 


againſt Thieves and Robbers; How then comes it to paſs, 


that the Eaſt- India Company themſelves have none on 


the Coaſt of China, where the People are ſaid to be as 
thieviſh and diſbonęſt as in any Place in the World? — 


And how do the Briſtol and Liverpoole Traders main- 


| tain their Ground along the Coaſt of Guinea, where the 


Natives are much more warlike than in any Part of In- 
dia. Beſides, the Affair of Madraſs has ſufficiently open- 


ed our Eyes, as to the Uſe and Importance of theſe pre- 


tended Forts, — and the National Advantage ariſing from 
them. I „in » 2 „ 

Bur. even allowing, that they are neceſſary and ad- 
vantageous to the general Trade of the Nation; What 
need then of a Company? Is it not a National Con- 
cern? If ſo, Why ſhould they not be erected and 


ſupported 
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the ſtaple Trade of the Company, might be at- 
tempted, were the Trade open, with the great- 


eſt Probability of Succeſs. — Particularly the 


ſeveral. 3 of the Fiſberies: Whereas 
the Company, who know when they are well, 
as one of their Witneſſes exprefſed himſelf, or 


in Words to that Effect, give themſelves no 
Concern about the Mat tter. ä | 


7thly, Tua the Pubs do actually take 
a great many more Beaver, than they carry to 
the Factories. — Not finding it l e 
While to bring more to trade with. 


8th, THAT the Indigns cannot carry 8 
Quantities, not any thing /o large as they take 
in Hunting, were they bY: OUS, — Lee their 
Canoes, deeply loaden, are NI able to withRand 
the Waves and Storms they may meet with 


upon the Lakes, — becauſe they are forced to 


unbad very often, and carry the Skins upon 


their Backs, on account of the Falls and Cur- 


rents; Which creates much Fatigue and La- 


bour; and Loſs of Time: becauſe alſo they 
are obliged to hunt as they travel, for ther 
daily Suſtenance ; which Article alone cauſes 


a Delay of a Portnight, and longer, in going 


| ſuggorte): at a National Exoence ? Take the Argu- 
ment therefore either way, What Reaſon is there for an 
excluſ;ve Company? 7 


the 
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Days. 


Buer, rh, all cheſe Inconvtmienciet might 
be eafily remedied, by erecting a Fort about 
Sixty Leagues above r Fort upon Nelſon 
River, upon a Fork, where the River divides, 
— by making a Settlement about Eighty or 
| Ninety Leagues above that, upon the Lake of 
Pachepgbia, — and by introducing our Euro- 
prun Conveniencies of Magazines and Carri- 

ages. By theſe Means, all the Beaver would 
be bought, which the Indians now make uſe 
of othertwnys, as not anſwering to bting it to 
the Forts, = the Time might be ſaved, and 
the French driven to relinquiſh all that Trade. 
In ſhort, both our Exports, and our Imports, 
would be prodigiouſly increaſed; and many 
Tribes of Þrdians would, in that large Tract 
of Country, be brought to trade with the 
Engliſh, who have yet ſcarcely beard of the 


So many important Particulars alledged, — 
proved, —and even not contradicted, one would 
think, would have been ſufficient to have car- 
ried any NATIONAL CAus B, againſt the 
private Intereſt of a few Individuals, _ 


Bur Let us in the next Place ſee, What 
they and their Friends had to offer in Juſtr- 
fication of their Conduct, — Pretending, that 
PEE > | =. 


{| 
5 
£ 
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| they carried on a Trade equally beneficial to 
the Nation, as if the Trade was open. 


Tur 1/ Thing alledged, was, That they 
buy all the Beaver which-is brought them ;— 
and if more was offered, more they would buy. 


Tris may be very true; and yet no ways 
inconſiſtent with the Charge ſummed up in 
the above-recited Particulars, againſt them. 


The Indians, as ſavage as they are, have the 


NaTuRAL LoG1CKk of feeling when they 
are well, or ill uſed, as well as other People: 
And if they find better Treatment in one Place 
than another, will go to the 5%, and have as 
little Dealings with the worſt, as they car. 
Nothing but abſolute Neceſſity will oblige them 
(or any People) to bring their Goods to a Mar- 
ket, where they expect beforehand to be ill 
uſed. — And for that Reaſon, they will bring 
as little as they can. But when they have 
brought them, Neceſſity obliges them to ſell 
for what the Purchaſers v give. It may 
therefore be very true, that the Company buy 
all the Furrs that are ofered them. — If they 


did not give half as much in Barter as they do, 


they would buy all; becauſe it would not be 
worth the Indians while to carry them back; 
and becauſe they greatly wanted European 
Goods. But theſe Indians would ſeek another 
Market againſt the next Time, if they coulds 


and would bring zo mere Goods to the Com- 


pany, 


F 
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pany, than abſolute Neceſſity obliged them. 


Bur, 2dly, It was alledged, That if more 
Goods were given to the Indians in Exchange, 
they would not bring more Beavers; becauſe 
they are an idle, lazy Race of People; and, 
having no artificial Wants to gratify, have 
no Ambition to ſpur them on to take more 
Pains. — It is true, They have not ſuch arti- 
ficial Wants as We have; They do not want 
ſumptuous Houſes and Gardens, rich Furni- 
ture, or Coaches and Chairs: But they want 
Beads, Bells, little Looking-Glaſſes, Rings, and 
ſuch Trinkets ; (beſides many Articles of their 
Cloathing, Bedding, Hunting, Fiſhing, and 

_ *Fowling) and are as impatient to be gratißed 
in theſe Reſpects, as wwe can be in ours. In 
theſe Things, therefore, they are as covetous 
and ambitious as the Re of Mankind, —take 
as much Pains to acquire them, —and repine 
and murmur at the Factories, when they have 
not as much for their Commodities as they 
think they deſerve. Beſides, it ſhould be re- 

membered, that Hunting is rather a Diverſion 
with them, than a Toi; and that, in Fact, 
they do take a great deal more than they bring 
down to the Forts. — What they conſider 
as a Toll, is not the hunting Part, but the 
being obliged to be the Porters of what they 
have taken in Hunting, down to the Facto- 
vo and yet be paid /o litile for their Trou- 
le. 


M Bo r, 


"_ 
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| - * 8 30%, As to >the Chaige againſt them? 

of E port {0 litilb of our on Maniac 
tures; it was aid by their Advocates, That 
if Nove 9 houjand Pounds Werth of Goods 
bought all the Furrs the Indians had to ſel 
that * Sum was as / good. as Ten, Thouſand 
unde Nay, it was better z, becauſe there- 


by Niue FN == TOS: was NEEDS th 
ne 9 V9 5 Ain 
Ro, 8 elt to hand been a Fallacy uſed in i this 
Argument. — If the Barter or Exchange with the In- 
dians had been in Bullion, the Argument would have 
held good; and ſo much Mon would have been ſaved 
to the Nation. But as it was all in our own Manufac- 
tures, i. e. the Labour of our own People, the Dimi- 
niſhing of ſuch Exports, is in Fact che Diminiſbing of 
our own Manufa#tures, and defrauling the Op of 
ſo much Labour, Whereby the Hands empl in thoſe 
Manufactures mnſt become a Burden 70 1 Publick, 
—or fteal, —or Harve, or ty their Country. . The 
only Limitation which ought ̊to be put upon the Quan. 
tity of our own Manufactures, to be exported, is what 
the Nature of the Thing will of ite put upon them; 
Viz, To export 20 more than is conſiſtent with the rea- 
ſonable Gains and Profit of the Exporter. If he can 
afford to export Ten Thouſand Pounds worth of E ngliſh 
Manufactures, where an excluſive Company would ex- 
port but Five Thouſand; it is for the general Good of 
the Country, that he ſbuld do it. 0 all Trade ou Ht 
to be laid fee and open, in order to mmduce the 
| Porters to rid each other; that the Publick ma 25 
tain this general Good by their Competiterſpip. * if 
they cannot afford to export s much, there is no need 
to re/train_ them by Laws and N from doing that 


which their own private Intereſt will ſuggeſt to chern 
ſoon enough. 


* 11 Tar 
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30 -T1 HIS is a Readon we 18 | feefous Ow? 
at firſt View, but will not bear the exanmming. 
Firſt therefore, we deny the Fuct; and inſiſt 
upon it, That the Indians had more Furrs to 
fell, if the Company would have given a. f, 

ficient Price to the Indians, to have made it 
worth their while to have brought them down ; 
or rather, If the Company had built Settle- 
ments and Magazines higher up, ſo as to have 
— er a of the” Indians polling 


* va 
* 


1 
0 0 aN We will Abs bh Fad 8 ar- 
gue with them upon their W727 State of the 
Caſe. Now'if -Five Thouſand Pounds worth 
of Manufactutes in this Reſpect, is as good, 
nay better than Ten Thouſand Pounds worth; 
for the ſame Reaſon, One Thouſond Pounds 
worth is better fill, becauſe more would be 
faved to the Nation. * therefore, that 
the Company, and every other Exporter in the 
Kingdom, (for every other has the ſame Right. 
of arguing in this manner) ſuppoſe, ſay, that 
all Exporters could leſſen the Exportations of 
our own'Manufactures by nine Tant hs, and yet 
could get as much Money, or Effects in ve. 
turn, as they had before.” What would be 
the Conſequence ? Why, only this, That theſe 
Exporters would become PRxINCES; and the 
Rejt of the Kingdom Bx6GARs. They would 
be like a Spaniſh Don - Mexico, or Peru, = 
2 as 
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has a prodigious rich Mine, which required 


but few Hands to work it. And therefore he 


indeed would be a great Lord; but all his 
Wealth would not enrich the Neighbourhood, 


ſo much as a fingle Manufacture here in Eng- 
land, which being branched out into various 


Hands, gives a e CAN dabfübence to _ | 


Families. | 


I is not tin Riches, ad merely 
in themſeFves, that can make a Kingdom au- 
riſh, but the Parceling them out into proper 
Shares, by means of the Diviſions and Sub- 
divifions of different Trades. Without this, 
the more Riches in a few Hands, the greater 
would be the Poverty of the Reſt, and the 
more abje& and dependent their State would be. 
And if all Merchants were no better Common- 
wealths Men than zheſe, the Interior of a 
Kingdom would be very /itfle profited by | Fo- 


reign Merchandize, --- nay, in youe OO. 
Was be iy the ek bert 


abroad, BEYOND phe oof is — way for the 
comfortable Subſifltence of the Merchant and 
Manufacturer, 1s only worthy of fuch a Cauſe. 
Were it put in Practice, it would get all the 
Mealth of the Nation into a few Hands, — it 
would turn nine Tenths of our Manufacturers 

a rank —and reduce them to the Neceſ/i 9 

0 


. ' 
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of becoming Lacqueys and Fuotmen to ſucbh 
Exporters, —or 8 flying their — 
try. — It would fink the Value of our Lands, 
and bring ſwift Deſtruction on the Manufac- 
turer, Farmer, Gentleman, and all Stations, 
except the Exporter. He indeed would be 
GREAT,—and he alone. One may therefore 
the better judge of the Goodneſs of ſuch a 
Cauſe, which required ſuch” kind of Arguments 
to ſupport. it. And ſo much for 'excluffoe 


Companies. | | SE 
_IVIL-PROPOSAL,' | 


To encourage Foreign Merchants and Tradeſ- 
men to- ſettle among Us, by à general Naturali- 
zation. Act for all Proteſtants. And if it be 
judged. improper to admit them into Offices of 
Truft or Power, it is eaſy to add a Clauſe, 
That theſe Privileges ſhall ſtill be confined to 
the natural born Subjeas.. 


HERE again the baleful Spirit of Se- In- 
tereſt exerts all its Powers to oppoſe ſo publick 
and general a Benefit. © What ! ' muſt Fo- 
© reigners, and we know not who, come and take 
e the Bread out of our Mouths 7”) An honeſt 
Cambro-Briton would have called a/l Engliſb- 
men Foreigners, and he knew not bb. But 
waving that, Let me calmly afk, What Bread 
do they eat? — and out of whoſe Mouths ? It 
muſt be Engliſb Bread: The Corn grew here, 

was 
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was manufactured, was fold. here. And the 
Foreigners, who cat it; earn it by their La- 
hawr, and pay for it. So far then, we hope, 
there is 0 Offence. The more Inhabitants there 
are to conſume the Praduce of our Lands, the 
betten can the Farmer and the Gentleman pay 
their Shopheepers and Tradeſmen, and the more 
Manufa#ures will they conſume in every Re- 
ſpe. Let us fee therefore in the next Place, 
Out of whoſe Mouths do they take this Bread? 
If they introduce nee Manufactures, or carry 
. thoſe already eſtabliſhed, to greater Perfection, 
in that Caſe the Publick is greatly benefited, 

and no Individual can be injured. If they 

employ themſelves only in ſuch as are already 

ſettled and per fected, they will not defraud the 
Mouths of ſober, frugul, and induſtrious Per- 

ſons, Who may work as cheap, and can work 
as Well as Foreigners. And therefore ſhould 

be obliged to do both. It can be, therefore, 

none but the abandoned, debauched, and difſo- 

lute, who would chuſe to be idle three or four 
Days in a Week, and want to have their 

Wages ſo high as to ſupport this Extravagance, 

that can make ſuch a Camplaint? And ſhall 
they be heard? Shall we continue the Exclu- 
ſion of all ſober and induſtrious Foreigners, ſo 
much to the National Diſadvantage, merely 
to gratify the extravagant and unreajonable Hu- 
mours of ſuch Wretches as 7be/e ? Surely, it 
is to be hoped, we ſhall purſue more prudent 
Meaſures, both for our Sakes, and heir own. 
N Ze | Bur 
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Br we are told farther, That all Engliſh 
« Tradeſmen, of every Denomination, are USED to 
ide better than Foreigners ; and therefore CAN- 
« NOT afford to work or fell ſo cheap as they.” 
Be it ſo: Carry then this Argument toa Foreign 
Market,and ſee whether it will per ſinade the In- 
habitants of that Country to trade with you. A 
French, and an Engliſb Merchant, are Competi- 
tors, and Rivals to each other in the Markets 
of Spain, Portugal, ily, Turky, and. in ſhort 
all over the World. The French Man offers 
his Goods at 20, 15, Io, or 5 per Cent. cheaper 
Y Þ than the Engliſb. — Our Countryman is de- 
„ manded, My he will not fell his Goods as 
cheap as others? His Anſwer is, That the 
Y Manufadtturers and Merchants live better in 
y England, than Foreigners do, and therefore he 
cannot afford it. This is a moſt perſewaſive 
Argument. — Undoubtedly he will el much 
tk Cloth by alledging it. = He is aſked again, 
Why they will not in his Country admit Fo- 
reigners, who, work cheaper, to ſettle among 
them, that ſo they may be able to trade upon 
an equal Footing with their Neighbours? To 
this he replies, 7 hat Foreigners, and he knows 
not 40þo, ought not to come and take the Bread 
* out of the Mouths of the Natives. Such kind 
of Reaſoning muſt give them an high Idea of 
the Senſe and Diſcernment of our Countryman. 
Let us therefore apply the Caſe to ourſelves, 
and not argue in that abſurd and r1dicu!aus 
Manner 
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Manner at home, which he is repreſented as 
doing abroad. wicket ws 


TE Admiſſion then of Foreigners to ſettle 
in our Country, is ſo far from taking the Bread 
out of the Mouths of the Natives, that it is 
putting Bread into the Mouths of thoſe, who, 
otherwiſe, in a ſhort Time muſt have none. 
For the Engliſb muſt trade, at leaſt, upon an 
equal Footing with other Nations, or not trade 
at all. — And then, when the not Trading at 
all is the Conſequence, we ſhall indeed have 
no Foreigners to complain of, but we ſhall 
have a much ſorer Evil: ---and then, perhaps 
when it is too late, the moſt Se/f-Intereſted 
among us will be ſorry, that we had not ad- 
mitted the frugal and induſtrious from all Parts 
of the World, to ſhare the Gains of Trade 
with them, rather than to have none at all. 


Burr let us try all this reaſoning by plain 
Matters of Fact. The Town of B:rminghan, 
for Example, admits all Perſons to come and 
ſettle among them ; whom, though they are 
Engliſhmen, the original Natives of the Place 
may as juſtly term Foreigners with regard 
to them, as we ſtile other Nations by that 
Name. —— © Foreigners, therefore, and | 
* know not who, came from all Parts, and 
e ſettled at Birmingham ; and---took the Bread 
*© out of the Mouths of the original Natives.” 
What then was the Conſequence of this great 

RS Wicked- 
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Wickedneſs ?---Why, within theſe few Years; 
the Trade and Buildings of the Town have 
been prodigioully increaſed, and all the Eſtates 
for a great many Miles round, have felt the 
Benefit of this great Acceſſion of Trade and 
Inhabitants. Birmingham, from being a Place 


of little Conſequence, is now become one of the 


moſt flour:ſhing and conſiderable in the King- 
dom. And there is no Town, with its exc/u- 
frve Charters, that can boaſt of ſo many Hil- 
ful Artiſts, as this which admits all Comers. 


Mok EO vRH R, there are feuer Beggars in 
this Town, Mancheſter and Leeds, where all 
are free, than in any which has Companies of 
Trades, and excluſtve Charters. cx So true 
and certain it is, That theſe Rights and Pri- 


vileges, as they are called, do multiply the Num- 


bers of the Poor, by damping the Spirit of 
Induſtry, Frugality, and Emulation, inſtead of 
diminiſhing them. A Manufacturer, who 
knows, that no Foreigner dares come in to be 
a Competitor againſt him, thinks himſelf PRI- 
VILEGED to be zdle. 


Tux other Inſtance I ſhall mention, is the 
Caſe of the French Hugonots, who fled from 
the Perſecution of Lewis XIV, and took re- 
fage in England. But great was the Outcry 
againſt them, at their firſt coming. Poor 
England would be ruined ! Foreigners en- 
* couraged! And our own People ftarving !” 

N This 
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This was the popular Cry of thoſe Times. 
But the Loomis in Sprittle-Fields, and the Shops 
on Ludgate-Hill, have at laſt ſufficiently taught 
us another Leſſon. And now, it is hoped, we 
may ſay without Offence, Theſe Hugonots have 
been ſo far from being of .Dz/ſerwce-to the 
Nation, that they have partly got, and partly 
ſaved; in the Space of fifty Years, a Balance in 
our Favour of, at leaſt, IF TY MILLIONS 
Sterling. | | wn 


In ſhort, Self-intereſt apart, What good 


Reaſon can be aſſigned, why we ſhould mot 
admit Foreigners among Us? Our Country 


is but thinly inhabited, in Compariſon to what 
it might be: And many hundred Thouſands 
of Acres of good Land, in England and Wales, 
not to mention Scotland and Ireland, he either 
entirely waſte, or are not ſufficiently cultivated; 
for want of Hands, and Perſons to conſume the 
Product. Our vaſt Commons, all over the King- 
dom, and many of the Fhreſts and Chaces, might 
be parceled out in Lots, io ſuch of the Foreign- 
ers as chuſe a country Life; and the Reſt might 
find Employment, in ſome ſhape or other, in 
the different Manufactures. The Natives of 
England likewiſe do not increaſe ſo faſt, as 
thoſe of other Counties; our common People 
being much more abandoned and debauched. 
The marriage State alſo is not ſufficiently encou- 
raged among Us: and ten Thouſand common 
Whores are not ſo fruitfuli(ſetting aſide the * 
. * 0 
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of the Parents, the Diſeaſes of the few Chil- 
dren that are born, and their want of a proper 
and virtuous Education) I ſay, 10,000 com- 
mon Whores are not fo fruitful as fy healthy 
young married Women, that are hone/t and vir- 
tuaus : By which Means, the State is defrauded 
of the Increaſe of upwards of 199 Subjects out 


| ob:200, every Year. — Add to all this, that it 


has been long obſerved by Men of Thought 
and Speculation, That more young Children die 
in England from the Birth to two Years old, 
than in any other Country. The Sea likewiſe, 


and our extenſive Plantations, are a continual 


Drain upon us. And the manufacturing Poor 
at home are filling themſelves, and, if I may be 
allowed the Expreſſion, their Poſterity likewiſe, 
as faſt as they can, by thoſe ſure Viſtruments 
of Death, Gin and . tuous Liquors. For 
ALL | theſe Reaſons therefore, as well as on 
Account of lowering the Price of Labour, and 
preventing the Combinations of Journeymen, ſo 
loudly complained of, and ſeverely felt through- 
out the Kingdom, it is humbly hoped, That 
thoſe Perſons who have hitherto oppoſed the 
Naturalization Bill, will ſee Cauſe to change 
their Sentiments; and will look upon it as 
highly zſeful and expedient, and productive of 
the greateſt national Advantages. '' There are 
many thouſands of Manufacturers, both in Silk 
and Woollen, in the South of France, all zeal- 
o Proteſtants, who would gladly come over, 
if they could learn, that they ſhould meet 
115115 2 with 
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with a kind Reception. As to the Difficulty 
of making their Eſcape out of the French Kings 


Dominions, they would find Ways and Means 


to deceive even the Vigilance of their Govern- 


ors, by retiring, as it were one by one, and 


removing under various Pretences, towards the 


manufacturing 'Towns in Pi carch and French- 


Flanders, (from whence they could ſo eaſily 
paſs over to us) were they ſure of finding Pro- 
tection and reaſonable Encouragement. And 
as England and France are Rivals to each 
other, and Competitors in almoſt all Branches 
of Commerce, every ſingle Manufacturer ſo 
coming over, would be our Gain, and a bou- 
BLE Loss to France. 


vil. PROPOSAL. 


To encourage a Trade a our Own; «hg 
tations, in all ſuch Articles as ſhall male 


the mutual Benefit of the Mather” e, 5 and 


her Colonies. \_ 
TAE Reaſons; for this Propoſal are ; ory 
obvious and convincing :—and yet, as ſelf-11- 


wet e. Perſons will be apt to ſtart Objections, 
and raiſe Difficulties, it may be Pe 1 to ex- 


r 1 them a little. WIT 


iſt Tax BEFORE, it nebel alli u 
ſhould encourage a Trade to our own Planta- 


tions for all Sorts of Naval Stores, in _—_ 
1 at 
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that we may not be too dependent upon the 
Will and Pleaſure of Foreign Courts, with re- 
gard to theſe neceſſary Things. Many, if not 
moſt of the Implements for Navigation, and 
conſequently for a Sea War, are purchaſed 
from the ſeveral Nations bordering upon the 
Baltick. Suppoſe then that Sweden, Ruſſia, 
or Denmark, ſhould, for certain Reaſons of 
State, or by the {ntrigues of the French, la 

an Embargo on theſe Commodities, at a Crs 

when we greatly wanted them; or ſhould 
refuſe them to Us, and /e/! them to our Ene- 
mies; to what a diſtreſſed Situation would this 
reduce Us? and who. can tell what might be 
the Conſequences of it? And as the Politicks 
of Princes are ever fſuctuatinꝝ and changing, 
why ſhould we put it in the Power of any 
Potentate to have ſuch a Command over Us? 


.. -2dly, As the Balance in regard to all theſe 
Countries is conſiderably againſi Iv, common 
Prudence will ſuggeſt, that we ought to turn 
it in our Favour, if we can. Now this we 
ſhall be able to do (or at the worſt, bring it to 
an Equilibrium, which in itſelf is h diſaduan- 
tageous kind of Commerce) if we can purchaſe 
the ſame Commodities in our own Plantations, 
which we uſed to import from theſe Countries. 
Beſides, the Balance is not only againſt Us 
with regard to Sweden, but alſo the very Money 
which is drawn from Us by means of this /oo/- 

ins 
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ng Trade, is converted to ſupport a French 
ine of OT. to ours. But 


Witt 


24h, > w ERE «he! Caſe e "= 
le bids it 10 nut ) the natural Af 


have far her Colonies, where we have ſo many 
Friends, Relations, and Acquaintance, ſhould 
determine Us to give them the Preference. — 
But indeed dur own Intereſt is nearly ax. 9 


Jonny concerned in this AN: r ns ng 


N JO OJ F193) * To 67 8 
 athly; NN wie! FROM a Trade th 
them, and take off the Growth and Commodities 
of their Plantations, they will be reduced to 
the Necęſſity of Offering. them to Sale at other 
Mar bet, or germitting other Nations to \come 
and trade with them: The Conſequence of 
which will be, that they will take the Product 
and Manufactures of theſe: Nations in verurn. 
And indeed) this is too much the Cafe at pre- 
ſent: For ane third, at leaſt, of the Luxuries 
and Elegancies of Life, brought into our Colo- 
mes (as was. obſerved * before) is the Growth 
and Manufacture of other Countries, and prin- 

cipally of France. And as our Trade, 


ticularly to ſome of the Northern Colonies, is 


growing leſs and lefs, this Evil muſt daily:in- 
Creaſe.1 in 900 5 W ger wen? ik edges "0% 
8 wo VAT Sf Sky, 


9 See "tis XIth Diſadiantach of al Pes l. 
Page 45. 
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g thuy, UNLESsS we can ſupply our Colonies 

with ſuch Commodities and Manufactures as 

they want, by way of Barter for ſome of 
theirs which they can ſpare, — They will be 

obliged to raiſe thoſe: Things themſelves. And 

ſeeing that many of the new Settlements on 

the Continent of Americu, are ſeveral hundred 

Miles up the Country, between, and beyond 
the Mountains; this Diſtance of Situation will 
increaſe the Neceſſity they are already under 
of manufacturing for themſelves, — unleſs we 
can divert their Thoughts to ſome other Pro- 
jects. Nay more, when once a Manufacture 
is ſet up in thoſe diſtant Regions, it will ex- 
tend itſelf downwards; and the Inhabitants 
on the Sea-Coaſt will be ſupplied by their 
Neighbours in the Up-Lands, - upon cheaper 
and eaſier Terms than we can ſupply them. — 
It is a juſt Complaint, That many of the Pro- 
vinces have ſet up ſeveral Species of Manu- 


| factures, which greatly interfere with the Trade 


and Proſperity of their Mother Country. Yet 
how ſhall we prevent them ?— There is but 
one Way to do it, that is either jut or prac- 
ticable : and that is, By an Exchange of Com- 
modities to MUTUAL BENEFIT, — A mu- 
tual: Benefit is a MUTUAL DEPENDENCE. 
And this Principle alone will contribute more 
to the preſerving: of the Dependency of our 
Colonies upon their Mother Country, than any 
other Refinement or Invention, For if we are 

i afraid, 
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afraid, that one Day or other they will revolt, 
_ ſet up for themſelves, as ſome ſeem to 

prehend'; Let us not drive them to a Ne- 
celfity to feel themſelves independent of us; — 
As * Son will do, the Moment they perceive, 
that they can be ſupplied with all Things 
from vit hin themſelves, and do not zed our 
Aſſiſtance, If we would keep them ſtill de- 
pendent upon their Mother Country, and in d 
ſome Reſpects ſubſervient to her Jews, and 
Welfare; — Let us make 1 it their nene STi r: 
always fo. S ont! f 


Fon theſe 3 Ge it is 3 
apprehended, That the Trade to our Colonzes ſſ | 
and Plantations, muſt appear to be of the ut- © 7 
' moſt Conſequence to the Power, Strength, and t 
Proſperity of Great Britain. But to effectu- | 
ate this good End, an important Queſtion 6 
comes next to be decided; vn. What Pro- | 
<« duce ſhould our Colonies be moſt encou- 
e raged to raiſe and cultivate? — And what | 
Sort of Manufactures ſhall they be allowed 
*© to barter in Return for ours? It is eaſy 
to ſee, That they cannot make large Payments 
in Gold and Silver; and it is alſo equally plain 
and certain, That we 201, not, cannot indeed, 
allow them to introduce ſuch Things among 
us, as will prevent the Conſumption of oer 
o Commodities, to ſuch a Degree, as to be 
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WHEREFORE, with great Submiſſion, I 
will beg Leave to offer ſome few plain Ober- 
vations, which perhaps might not be altoge- 
ther unſerviceable as to the Regulation of ſuch 
a Trade. 


FiRsT then, It ſeems chiefly requiſite, that 
due Encouragement ſhould be given to our 
Colonies, to apply their Thoughts towards the 
raiſing of ſuch Commodities, as do nat inter- 
fere With thoſe of the Mother Country. 


SECONDLY, They ſhould alſo not only 
be allowed, but be particularly incouraged to 
import all ſuch Raw MATERIALS as are 
to be manufactured here in England; — even 
though we raiſe the ſame Sort ourſelves: Be- 
cauſe the more we have of theſe, the befter ; 
ſince the cheaper they are purchaſed, the more 


of them can be worked up; and the more 


there are worked up, the greater Number, of 
Hands are employed; and conſequently, the 


more Money is either ſaved, or got to the 
Nation, Moreover, this Argument becomes 


ſo much the ſtronger, if the rau Materials 
we have of our own, are by no means ſaſfi- 
cient for the Demand of the Manufacture, ei- 
ther as to Quantity, or Goodneſs; which is the 
Caſe with the Bar Iron here made in Eng- 
land: So that we are obliged to have recourſe 


to foreign Countries for a Supply; — as in the 
4 O Caſe 


98 An ESSAY on TRADE. 
_ Caſe of Bar Iron we do to Sweden, to the 
Amount of near 200,000 2 Sterling a Year. 


TuIADIL v, We ought to permit our Co- 
lonies to ſupply us upon eaſy Terms with all 
ſuch Articles of Luxury as we are wedded to, 
and wil] have either from them, or others. — 
Conſequently, in Reaſon and good Policy, 
they ought to have the Preference, by being 
indulged to import theſe Articles under the 
Advantage of an eaſy and reaſonable Duty; 
whilſt the Commodities of foreign Nations are 
charged with higher Impoſts and Cuſtoms. 
In ſuch a Caſe, the mutual Exchange of Com- 
modities between us and the Colonies, would 
become a mutual Advantage: But that is not 
all; For as the Duties would be moderate, 
the Temptations to Smuggling would be ſmall, 
the Confimptich of the Commodities of our 
own Colonies greater, and that of other Na- 

tions t: By which means, the Revenue it- 
ſelf would riſe much higher than it doth, 
when there are large and heavy Duties: For 
theſe will ever be attended with one or other 
of the following Effects, either the preventing 
the Importation of the Commodity, or its En- 
trance at the Cuſtom-houſe. 


Fov RT HL x, In the Repulation of a Trade 
With our Colonies, ſome Regard ſhould be had 
to thoſe diſtant Parts of the Country, which 
lie remoteſt from the Sea; that even the far- 


theſt 
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theſt Inhabitants may likewiſe find Employ- 
ment in the raiſing of ſuch Commodities as 


| are fitteſt for their Situation, and are light of 


Carriage. And if their Thoughts are. proper- 
ly taken up in the Cultivation of theſe Things, 
they will have neither Time nor Inclination 
to purſue other Projects, which might prove 
dan en to the Mother Country. 


F. ROM. theſe Principles therefore it ſeems 


clearly to follow, That the Culture of Coffee, 
Gates. Nut, Cochineal, Indico, and Pimento, 


ought eſpecially to be encouraged in the mown- 


tainous, inland Part of Jamaica. — And that 
of Bar Iron, Hemp, Flax, Indico, and Rau 
Silk, in the Countries between, and-be yond 
the Mountains, on the Back of Caroli na, 7 ir- 
ginia, Penfilvani a, &Cc. 


son x of theſe zien ans heavy Goods; 
and therefore ſeem not ſo proper to be raiſed 
in a Country fo far diſtant from any Sea- 
Port: But on the other hand, when it is con- 
ſidered how particularly rich the Soil in thoſe 


Parts: is, and how. well adapted the Country 


for the raiſing ſuch Articles, and how conve- 
niently the Inhabitants could load the Cattle 
they bring down every Market Day, with theſe 
Commodities; the Difficulty, I hope, in great 
Part vaniſhes, and the Propriety of affigning 


theſe Tracts of Land for the {uae of them, 


O 2 Gs Exoven 
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_Exovcu therefore has been ſaid, to evince 
beyond all Contradiction, That it is the In- 
' TEREST of the KINGDOM, that ſuch a 
Trade as here deſcribed, ſhould be carried on : 
But whether it is the Trteref of the Merchant 
to EMBARK in it, is another Queſtion: And 
yet, till he can find his own private Account 
in the Affair, it is too clear a Point, that 
whatever has been ſaid as to the Public and 
Nationa Advantage, will paſs for norhing.— 
A Merchant will not engage in a long Trade, 
and ruin himſelf to benefit his Country. In- 
deed it is unreaſonable to expect he ſhould, 
And the great Complaint a; inſt the Trade 
to ſome of our Northern Colonies long has 
been, That there is nothing to be got 
that is, That the Merchant can get nothing, 
or next to nothing, if compared to his Gains 
to and from other Places. The Trade to 
| Denmark, Sweden, or Ruſſia,” is more advan- 
tagebus to him, though very detrimental to his 
Country ; and therefore, if we would expect 
the Merchant to turm his Thoughts wholly 
to the Plantation-Trade, we muſt cauſe him 
to find his Une Intereſt in the Purſuit of it. 


7e 917 101 
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9 4 Trade into a nm ebe and Hop- 
Lais vp he ale ow 4 rich Menne 
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upon the Commodities of on Country, but not 
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| on thoſe of another. By this means, if the 
ä Commodities are in any Degree equal to each 
| other in Goodneſs and Value, the former will 
| be prevented from being imported, on Ac- 


| count of their Dearneſs to the Conſumer ; and 
the latter will have the Preference, by reaſon 
| of their Gheapneſs. But this Method, howeyer 
| expedient at particular Junctures, is to be uſed 
with great Warineſs and Caution, For every 8 
ſuch additional Duty put upon the Commo- | 
upon by that Country, as an Act of Hoſtz/ity 
committed upon its Trade and Commerce; 
which they will be ſure to revenge upon the 
Commodities and Manufactures of the Coun- 
try that was the Aggreſſor. Beſides, high ad- 
ditional Duties are too violent and precipitate 
a Method of turning a Trade into a n Chan- 
nel, — eſpecially where the Manufacture is yet 
in its Infancy, and cannot anſiver the Demand 
for it. It is therefore much more ſafe and 
prudent, to incline the Scale gently and gra- 7 
aunily on the Side you Would favour; that ſo 
the Inhabitants of that Country may have time 
to raiſe the proper Quantity of the Commodi- 
ties that are wanted; and may creaſe and 
perfect their Manufactures, by due Applica- 
tion and Experience. — And alſo, that we our- 
ſelves may not be diſtreſſed on Account of the 
Scarceneſs, or the Badneſs of the Commodity; 
or be forced to pay an exorbitant Price, by 
means of the Monopoly which the Inhabitants 
705 | e 


* 


of the  ſromyed Couſkry will have eg us. 


wn EREFORE , ſecondh, er more com- 
modioits, and leſs exceptionable Way, is, To 

ant certain Privileges and ' Exemptions ; — 
which * 45 ad till the Trade is —— 
ently eſtabliſhed, and needs no Support; that 
18, l che —— can find — his 
while to engage in it, without being paid at 
the publick Expence. "Suppoſe therefore, that 
at the Beginning of ſuch a Trade, certain Com- 


modities were permitted to be imported upon 


eaſy Terms; —or rather DUTY REE, which 
is better ſtill + Then our Colonies would turn 
their Thoughts to the raiſing them; and the 
Merchant would find his own private Account 
in importing them. But if any thing obſtruct- 
ed, ſo that this did not prove ſufficient to en- 
gage them in the Proſecution of ſuch Deſigns; 
or that the Demand l ran in favour of _ 
Goods of another Nation; then, . 


-d, Tas Seate: * be 1 | by the 
Addition of a BounTY upon Importation : 
And to quicken their Diligence, and excite a 
Spirit of Emulation, to A, yo co 7 267 NY 
may al be added, 

Furth, A Pisten Pur! M1UM to 
ſuch Merchants, as ſhall import the moſt of 
theſe Commodities, and the beſt in their Kind. 
_ Prizes of this Nature, are obſerved to do 2 
10 der U 
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derful Things in the raiſing and perfecting of 


a Manufacture. We have ſeen their good Ef- 
fects in Jreland; and it were greatly to be 
wiſhed we had the ſame laudable Inſtitution 


here in England. If certain Sums were veſted 


in the Beard of Trade for this Purpoſe, we 
might not deſpair of ſeeing the Mother Coun- 


try in a few Years ſupplied with Pof-Aſbes, 


Bar Iron, Flax, Hemp, Indico, Cochineal, 
Coffee, Cocoa Nut, Pitch and Tar, all Sorts of 
Naval Stores, and Raw Sill, chiefly from her 
own: Colonies. The Fact is undeniable, That 
ALL theſe Things can be raiſed in our Planta- 
tions either on the Continent, or in the Hands. 
And though ſome Difficulties would attend 
the Enterprize at firſt ſetting out, yet Induſtry 
and Application, together with the Induce- 


ments of Bounties and perſonal Premiums, would 


ſurmount them all. If Prizes were fixed, viz. 
So much to the jirft, the ſecond, and the third 
Importer of the moſt in Quantity, and be/# in 
Kind; and notice given thereof in the Gazette 
by Publick Authority; What an Emulation 
would it excite amongſt all the Merchants of 
the Kingdom? How gladly would our Colo- 
nies embrace ſuch Propoſals, and quit the Pur- 
ſuit of the Manufactures they are now engaged 
in? It is certain, theſe Manufactures, tho 
highly detrimental to 2c, are not /o advantage- 


_ ous to them, as the Raiſing the above men- 
tioned Commodities would be; becauſe: they 
could employ their Negroes in ſuch Work; 


whereas 
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whereas the Negroes are found to be not fo 
proper to engage in a Manufacture, which has 
a long Courſe and different Parts before it is 
compleated; and the Labour of the en 
Wer rr an Gon une 


As to the Article of Raw Silk, aha — | 


tance of it, I hope, will juſtify the recom- 
mending of the Culture of it in a very parti- 
cular Manner. "The exceſ/fve Price it now 
bears, and the great Difficulties to which the 
Manufacturers are driven, in order to get it 


at any Rate, require that ſomething ſhould be 
Nation now 


attempted without Delay. Every 
begins to perceive, That it is 2mprudent and 
impolitick to ſuffer ſuch precious Materials to be 

exported unmanufactured out of their Coun- 
ey. They have therefore prohibited the do- 
ing it under the ſevereſt Penalties: And we 
cannot blame them. But for that very Rea- 
ſon we ought to endeavour to raiſe the Com- 


modity ourſelves. And with humble Sub- 


miſſion, no Time ever ſeemed ſo favourable 


for the doing it, as the preſent. For — 


Price is this is not only an Inducemes 
40 ſet about it; but alſo — Bs pany 
different Sort of Inhabitants in our Colonies to 


engage in it, than we had before, we have 


therefore the greater Proſpect of Aue. The 
Complaint formerly was, That the Cultivation 
of it would not anſwer on Account of the 
ys ahag of Labour. The Inhabitants. towards 


the 
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the Sea-Coaſts could employ their Time to 
greater Advantage in the Culture of Tobacco, 
Rice, &c. therefore the Scheme for Raw Silk 
muſt fail. But at preſent we have ſeveral 
thouſands of Palutines and Moravians, ſettled 
in the Vallies between the Mountains in a 
Country much like Piemont, where the beſt 
Silk grows: Now as they cannot cultivate 
Rice or Tobacco for Exportation; and as they 
are far removed from the Center of Trade, and 
are alſo a par/imonious, abſtemious People, they 
will certainly work much cheaper thanthe Eng- 
liſh heretofore” towards the Sea- ſide, who were 
ever noted for the contrary Qualities. So that 

upon the Whole, the Time and the Occaſion 
invite; the Neceſſities of the Manufacture, and 
the Interef of our Country, require that ſome 
Attempt ſhould be ſpeedily made for the raiſ- 
ing of Rau Sie! in our N 5 CAVE 


IX. PROPOSAL. 


To e the Ie of Fs as the * Fo 
noble Proprietor z and annex it to Cas Crown 
of Great Britain. : | 


T HE late | Purchaſe of the Hereditable Ju- 
riſdictions in Scotland hath ſet an excellent Ex- 
ample, which deſerves Imitation. And indeed 
in the preſent Caſe the Reaſons for annexing 
this Royalty to the Crown, hold ſtronger than 
in any of the others. For the Detriment, 
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which the whole Kingdom ſuſtains by the 


Alienation of it, is much greater than that 
which aroſe from all the Royalties and Juriſ- 
dictions of Scotland. The Je of Man is the 
great Magazine for the French to depoſite their 
Wines and Brandies, Teas, and other Com- 
modities in, till Opportunity offers of Smug- 


gling them on the Coaſts of England, Scotland, 


Ireland and Wales, The Lofs 1 85 5 to this 
Nation, and the Gains to the French, are in- 
expreſſibly great. And as all the Sums drained 


from us, are employed by them in Time of 


War to hire Troops, and pay Armies to fight 
againſt Us, it will be no Exaggeration of the 
Ti uth to fay, That ſince the Peace of 
Utrecht, they have drawn more Money from 
us by means of their Trade with this Iſland, 
than was ſufficient to maintain 30,000 Men, 
with a Train of Artillery, during the late War 
in Flanders. — Is this now a Matter of no 
Conſequence ? Would the French have ſuffered 
a like Sovereignty and Juriſdiction to remain 
on their Coaſts, ſo greatly to the Detriment of 
the Kingdom in general? No; the Caſe of 
the Sovereignty of Belle-1/ſe, formerly i in Poſ⸗ 


ſeſſion of The Family of the famous Duke oi 


that Name, plainly ſhews Hey would not. 


Brs1DEs, the e of Man creates a pro- 
digious Expence to the Britz/h Government, 
in maintaining ſo many Offices, Cruiſers, &c. 
to guard againſt! its illicit and pernicious Trade 


This 
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This Article alone cannot be leſs than 20, 000 J. 
a Year, including in the Eſtimation the Offi- 
cers in Treland, that are kept there on the ſame 
Account, I might alſo mention the notorious 
Frauds committed in the Cuſtoms, together 
with the Perjuries always attending them, 
the Entry of certain Goods for Exportation, — 
receiving a Drawback or Debenture, — landing 
thoſe Goods in the Je of Man, — and then 
running them back again upon our own Coaſts, 
But furely there is no need of labouring to 
convince any one in ſo clear a Caſe. 


IN ſhort this Iſland may be looked upon as 
a Fortreſs in the Hands of our Enemies, from 
whence they are continually annoying Us in 
the moſt /en/ible Part, our Trade and Com- 
merce. And the whole Queſtion is, Whether 
we ought to d:ſpoſſeſs them or not? -A Queſ- 
tion which admits of no Diſpute, if the Pub- 
lick Good, and Welfare of our Country are to 
determine it. Beſides, the noble Proprietor 
himſelf need be no Loſer, nay he may be a 
conſiderable Gainer by ſuch a Purchaſe. For 
as the whole Revenue of the Ifland is faid not 
to amount to more than between 3, or 4000/. 
a Year, it would be a cheap Exchange to the 
Publick, if he was paid 40, 50, or 60 Years 
purchaſe for his Property therein. 


TP 2 X. PRQ- 


ty 
38 
. 
3 

Wy. 
4 * 


* — 
— — ̃ —-— — N 
- 4 1 ä * 
R + * : FER — 
3 1 —_— 4 « 


—— — A * <A 
I + aff . * * . 
86 & ; A 


1 

$ 

1 
3 
h 
75 

3 

Wo. 
1 
I 
N 
* 


108 An ESSAY oM TRADE, 
| x. PROPOSAL. 


To invite Foreigners Diſtinction to travel 
among Us, that ſo we may have ſomething in 
return for the vaſt Sums which we yearly 
ſend abroad, To this End there is wanting a 
conciſe Treatiſe in French and Engliſb, ſetting 
forth the Advantages which Perſons of diffe- 
rent Taſtes and Inclinations may enjoy by ſuch 
a Tour : 'The Man of Pleaſure and Diverſion 
— The Virtuoſo==The Scholar and Man of 
Letters The Lawyer - Phyſician Divine — 


Merchant, Cc. with Directions how to per- 


form a regular Tour —a ſhorter or a longer 
what Things are moſt remarkable to be ſeen: 


— Churches — Seats — Gardens - Pictures 


Manufactures Ports, c. what Books or 
Treatiſes are neceſſary to be conſulted — how 


to learn the Language - with the proper Stages 
marked out — and a Calculation of the Ex- 
pence in the moderate Way of Travelling. 


IT has been obſerved before, under the 
XIIth Advantage of France, Page 20, That 
Travelling into a Country is of greater Conſe- 


quence to the Trade and Manufactures of that 


Country, than 1s. uſually apprehended. And 
as England is as deſerving the Notice of curious 


and inquiſitive Foreigners, as any Country on 
the Globe, it is a great Pity, that ſome inge- 
nious Hand hath not yet lent them his friendly 


Aſſiſtance 
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Aſſiſtance, by an expreſs Treatiſe on the Sub- 
ject. It would be a great Pleaſure to the Au- 
thor to contribute what he can, only as an 
inferior Workman, in the accomplithing ſuch 
a Deſign. And therefore if he could fungi 
vice Cotis, as Horace expreſſes it, and be con- 
fidered only as a Whet-/lone to give an Edge to 
the Inclinations of others, who have Abilities 
to execute ſuch a Scheme, he would gladly 


” v ITH theſe Sentiments therefore he begs 
Leave to propoſe the following rough Sketch, 
only as general Hints to be improved upon, viz. 


_ SuPpPosr. a modeſt Treatiſe was wrote, 
without puffing, or too much extoling ourſelves, 
or our Country, containing a Plan for a Fo- 
reigner to travel in England a Year, or longer, 
with Pleaſure and Advantage: 


Cu ar. I. Setting forth che Situation of the 
Country, the Air and Climate, Nature of the 
Soil, and its general Productions. | 


Crap. II. The preſent Inhabitants, Prin- 
ciples of their Government, their Virtues and 
Vices, Humours, 1 N of 
converſing agreeably with them, and accommo- 
dating ones fa to the general Taſte and Ge- 
mus of the Country, Method of learning the 
Language — and Pronunciation - Method and 

t Expence 
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Expence of Travelling manner of obtaining 
Recommendations from abroad to London, and 


from. London to the other Parts of the King- 
dom. | 


Cu A. III. Containing the Plan for a Fo- 
reigner to make the Tour of England in eight 
Stages, within the Compaſs of a Vear, each 
Stage containing es Environs, or the Diſtrict 
of ten Miles round the Place of Reſidence, in 
which Diſtrict the principal Seats— Towns 
Manufactures - Curioſities, &c. ſhould be 
briefly deſcribed : vig. Suppoſing the Stranger 
landed the Beginning of April; then the 


1/7 Stage, London and les Environs, in the 
Month of April. DFO 


N. B. It might be improper, A Foreigner 
ſhould ſtay longer in the Capital upon firſt 
coming over, than to ſettle his Correſpondences, 
and get Recommendations to other Places; 
leſt whilſt he is a Stranger to the Language, 
he ſhould aſſociate too much with his own 


Countrymen, and be little benefited by his 
Travelling. 


2d Stage, Cambridge and les Environs, in 
May. Here he ſhould begin in earneſt to 
learn the Language by the Help of ſome good 
Grammar, and to learn the Pronunciation by 
coming to Church with his French and Engliſb 
f Common 


1 
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Common Prayer, and liſtening to the Clergy- 
man's ſlow and deliberate Reading. If this 
Method was duly practiced, Foreigners would 
not find that Difficulty in learning the Pronun- 
ciation of our Language, as they are apt to 
imagine. And this is an Advantage of teach- 
ing it, in ſome Reſpect peculiar to Us. 


34 Stage, Oxford and les Environs, in June. 
Note, In laying out the Route between Place 
and Place, it would be proper to contrive 1t 
ſo, as the Traveller might ſee as many Things 
worthy of Notice in his Paſſage, as he could. 


4th Stage, Birmingham and les Environs, in 
Jah. 
5th Stage, Brig and les min in Hite 


eb b Sos. A Tour from Briſtol to Perz 
mouth, through Wilton, Saliſbury, &c. and 
then return to Bath in September. | 


1 710 Stage, Bath and Jes Environs, during 
'Ofober and November. | 


8755 Stage, London, during che Months of 


December, January, February and March, 
which complete the Year. 


Ir 
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Ir a this the Wide chooſes to re- 
fide longer in England, and to fee other Parts 
of the Kingdom, then he might take a Tour 
of Six Months in the rn manner; . 


LM ork, _w_ tes Earns; in the Month of 
April. 
2. Leeds and Mancheſter, in May. © 

Liverpoole and Cheſter, in me. 
Ii Chatſworth and Derby, in July. 
5. Nottingham and Northampton, in Auguſt. 


6. From thence through London to the Place 


of Embarkation, in September ; viſiting the 


principal Seats, Towns, Sc. of Kent or Wer, 
in the Way to Dover or Harwich, | 


Cn Af. IV. Containing Obſervations on 
the Literature and Learning of the Engliſb; 
and the Advantages which Perſons of different 
Taſtes may reap, from being acquainted with 
them. — Concluding wits a ' {mall Catalogue 
of the choice? Authors in polite Literature, and 
the ſeveral Sciences; - with a Liſt of our beſt 


Plays, as to Moral, Language, and Deſi, on; 


that ſo a Foreigner may know, wwe it ſhall 
be worth his while to go to our Ease 


XI. PROPOSAL. 


To cut ſome a ferwirs tur great Towns 
of Trade, for the Conventency and Cheapneſs of 


Carriage, 
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Carriage. — Canals are much preferable to 
the making Rivers navigable, even where both 
might be done. For in the firſt Place, the 
Expence is not e except perhaps the 
Puròhaſe of the Ground. In the next Place, 
they are kept and repaired at a much eaſier 
Rate. They are not ſubject to Inundations, 
or the Shifting of the Sand and Gravel, and 
are generally much ſhorter and (eres ghrer. — 
But what is above every other Conſideration, 
A Boat laden with Merchandize in a Canal, 
may be drawn by a /ingle Horſe, on a fall 
Trot, as in Holland, up or down the Stream, 
whether there be a Flood, or not; and requires 
but #wo Men to guide it. 


Ix a Canal was dug between Reading and 
Bath, then there would be an eaſy and cheap 
Communication between the two principal Ci- 
ties of the Kingdom, London and Briſtol: 
Goods and Paſſengers might be carried at one 
quarter of the preſent Expence : And furely 
75 J. per Cent. ſaved in Freight, deſerves Con- 
ſideration. The River Kennet, from Reading 
to Silbury-Hill, is a plain Illuſtration how 
practicable /o far ſuch a Scheme might be. 
And from thence to the Deſcent towards Caln, 
on the Bath Side, is the only Difficulty. But 
fach who have ſeen the great Canal of Lan- 
guedoc, are very well aſſured it might eaſily 
be performed, and at a fortieth Part of the 
| Expence which the other was, . 
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Nay, a Gentleman of Credit and Repu- 
tation, lately informed me, That on the Side 
of the Devizes there is ſtill a much more con- 
ventent Situation for the Purpoſe, where a 
few Spade-fulls of Earth could turn the Stream 
cither way. What a Pity 1s it, That ſo ma- 
ny Advantages are neglected? If the like Si- 
tuation had been in France, a Canal had been 
made long ago. — Indeed ſomething might 
have been alledged in our Excuſe, had we 
the ſame Difficulties to encounter with, which 
the French ſurmounted in making the Canal. 
of Languedoc. But there are no Obſtructions 
of Rivers and Rivulets in our Way ; no need 
of making Arches, and 'Troughs of Stone to 
carry the CanaFover them ; — no ſteep Hills 
to aſcend, or Mountains to pierce through : 
And yet the Thing is not ſo much as attempt- 
ed, though the common Intereſt, and the Si- 
tuation of the Country, ſo ſtrongly invite us; 
to perform it. | | 


A CANAL alſo ought to be dug between 
Glaſcow and the Shoar oppoſite to Alhway,; 
which would open a Communication between 
 Glaſcow, and Leith, the Port of Edinburgh. — 
The Situation in theſe Parts is extremely in- 
viting, even more ſo than the former; as the 
Paſſage is much ſhorter. And our Soldiers in 
Times of Peace might be employed in the 
publick Works, alternately with performing 
* | their 
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their Exerciſe, receiving a ſuitable Addition to 
their Pay, when they are at work. 


XII. PROPOSAL. 


To raiſe a Fiſhery on the Northern Coaſt of 
Scotland, by giving a DOUBLE PREMIUM 
for ſome Years, till the Trade is ſufficiently 
eſtabliſhed, for all Herrings caught and cured 
by Perſons reſiding within certain Diſtricts, 
and exported to forezgn Markets. 


SEVERAL other Schemes have been lately 
offered to the Publick in relation to this Mat- 
ter; and all of them, undoubtedly, good in 
ſome Reſpects. Every thing of this Nature 
hath its reſpective Convenience and Inconve- 
nience. And if the Scheme for carrying on 
the Fiſheries by means of a Joint Stock, and 
a Company, impower'd to make By-Laws, and 
preſcribe Rules and Regulations, can ſtand clear 
of the imminent Hazard of degenerating into 
a JoBB, through the corrupt Influence and 
ſiniſter Views of the Managers and Directors 
of ſuch a Company; — I ſay, If the Scheme 
is freed from all reaſonable Suſpicion of tend- 
ing to ſuch a Point, I ſhould much rather 
prefer it to that which is here, with great 
Submiſſion, offered in its ſtead. It is certain, 
that a Joint Stock is a quicker and more ex- 
peditious Way; — but the Encouragement of 
a double Bounty appears to me more ſure, and 
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leſs liable to be corrupted. For in this latter 
Caſe, there are no Sums advanced till the 
Work is done, and the Herrings publickly exa- 
mined, whether they are marketable or not : 

There is no fingering of the Money in the 


mean Time by Managers and Directors; nor 
can there be any Items of Expences and Dif- 


burſements, Fees and Salaries, brought to Ac- 
count : Things which are the Bane of all pub- 
lick Societies, and the great Cauſe of their 
Corruption, and degenerating from their ori- 
. ginal Inftitution. | 


Brs1pr 8, if a double 8 or perhaps 


Five Shillings per Barrel, were given for all 


Herrings ſo cured and exported, it ſeems to me, 


That the Dutch themſelves would be tempted 


by the Lucre of ſuch a Bounty, to ſettle on 
the Northern Coaſts of Scotland, and make 


one People with the Inhabitants of the Coun» - 


try; — which would be the greateſt Advan- 


tage that Part of the ER could Py 


receive. 


XI. PROPOSAL. 


5 efabliſ Civil Governments at Gibraltar 


end Port-Mahone, and make them Free Ports, 
— The Situation of Gibraltar is extremely 
commodious for vending ſeveral Sorts of Com- 


modities in Spain and Barbary : And the Iſland ' 
of Mznorca is not leſs ha ppily ſituated for car- 


rying 
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rying on an advantageous Commerce with ſome 
Parts of France and Italy, and, by means of 
the neighbouring Ifland of Majorca, with Spain 
alſo. Several Sorts of. coarſe Woollen Stuffs, 
and Mancheſter Goods, would be acceptable in 
Barbary, provided they could be had reaſon- 
ably cheap: Which can never be, till there 
is a free Port, Several Sorts of the Manu- 
factures of Mancheſter and Spittle- Fields, would 
be very agreeable to the Taſte of the Spani- 
ir ds, French, and Ttalians. But above all, our 
Birmingham Ware, our Cutlery, Razors and 
Sciſſars, Watches and Chains, Locks, Metal 
Buttons, Snuff Boxes, Toys, and all the Sorts 
of -Brjoux d Angleterre, as the French call 
them, which they are inexpreſſibly fond of, 
would find a prodigious Vent in all theſe 
Countries. The leaſt Amount of the whole 
Trade, that might be carried on by means. of 
fl theſe two Ports, were they made free, would 
be 100,000. a Year, And ſurely ſuch a Sum 
is worth the Getting ;—eſpecially by a Nation 
do, ooo, ooo l. in Debt. | 


Ir a Scheme of this kind was to take Place 
in the Iſland of Mznorca, it would then alſo 
ſtand a fair Chance of being peopled by Eng- 
liſb Families, or by ſuch as are well- affected to 
the Engh/h Government. Whereas at preſent . 
there are ſcarce any, except the Garriſon, but 
bigotted Spaniards, who at the firſt taking of 
the Place, would have been glad to have * 
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ed with their Poſſeſſions for a Trifle, and to 
have retired into Spain. But now they are 
got immenſely rich; their Lands are faid to 
be more than five Times their former Value; 
and yet their Bigottry and Averfion continue 
as ſtrong as ever. 


XIV. PROPOSAL. 


o Have 
Manufactures; and to oblige a Exporters to 
deliver in Samples of the Commodities they 
intend to export, in order that they may be 
compared together, before the Goods are ſuffered 
to be put on Sh:p-board. This, if faithfully 
and honeſtly executed, would always keep up 
the Credit of our Manufactures at home and 
abroad, on which the Spirit and Life of Trade 
_ principally depends. All poffible means ſhould 
be taken to prevent private Frauds in packing 
. —Deficiencies in Weight and Meaſure—un- 
due ftretching of Cloths upon the Rack, which 
alone hath occaſioned irreparable Los to this 
Nation. The Fraudulent and Deceitful ſhould 
be prevented, as much as it is poſſible, from get- 
ting Rich at the Expence of their honeſt 
Neighbours, and the Welfare of their Coun- 
try, which is too often ſacrificed to their 
Knavery. "I YN ONE hs on 

In ſhort, In all Kinds of Manufactures, the 


worſt Part of it ſhould be put eutermo/? for a 
Sample, 


publick Inſpefors into all our 


An ESSAY. ON TRADE. 119 


Sample, not the Beſt; that ſo the Buyer, in 
ſeeing the Mark and Seal of the Office, may 
confide in that, and be affured, that he is not 
decerved by what is out of Sight. 


XV. PROPOSAL. 
To alter the Method of collecti 15 our Du- 


ies upon particular Sorts of Goods imported, 


viz. By lodging them in Warehouſes erected 
at the publick Expence, till the Importer. 
fetches them away, according as he wants 
them, and pays the Duty, or cauſes it to be 
paid by the Perſon who purchaſes of him. 
This Scheme, I am ſenſible, would raiſe a great 
Clamour, if enforced by any -compuljive Law ; 
But if left to each Perſon's free Chozce, there 
is the higheſt Probability, that it would uni- 
verſally obtain. Suppoſe therefore, That the 
Laws relating to the Cuſtoms in general ſhould 
continue as they are; But that Permiſſion 
ſhould be granted to ſuch Perſons as are defir- 
aus of uſing it, to land their Goods in the 
public Magazines, there to remain at the uſual, 
moderate Rent for Cellarage, till ſuch Time 
as they find it their Intereſt to remove them, 
and then to pay the Duty. If ſuch a Permiſ- 
ton was granted to the Importers of Sugars, 
Rum, Wines, Brandies, Tobacco, Raiſins, Prunes, 
and Currants, it is eaſy to foreſee, That al- 
moſt every one concerned, would embrace 
it. For, in the firſt Place, the Expence of 

| e pry rs Foe ro Warchouſc- 
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Warehouſe-Room would be juſt the fame ; 
but the Difference between paying the Duty 
all at once upon Importation, a paying it 
by Degrees, would be yery great, and much 
to the Advantage both of the Importer and 
the Publick. The Importer would be a Gain- 
er, as he would not be ſtreightned for Money 
to pay the Duties every time his Ship arrives; 
and might keep his Goods till he faw a pro- 
miſing Market, or might export them to ſome 
Foreign Country, if they bore there a better 
Price. And this itſelf would be a great Ad- 
vantage to the Publick, as it would render our 
Country a kind of common Magazine for 
others, and as we ſhould pet by it all the 
Profits of Freight, Commiſſion, &c. More- 
over, the Publick would be more eſpecially 
| benefited, as the Trade would be increaſed, 
and the Goods afforded much the cheaper. — 
When a Trade can be carried on with a nal 
Stock, the more Perſons are capable of em- 
barking in it; And when the Duties are not 
paid all at once, but by Degrees, as the Goods 
can be fold, the Home-Confumer will buy fo 
much the cheaper. For he will only pay the 
King's ſimple Duty, — the Expences of the 
Adventure, —and the Merchant's fingle Gains 


upon that Adventure: Whereas, according to 


the preſent Way of collecting the Revenue, 
every Conſumer pays anot her conſiderable Ar- 
ticle, viz. The Gains of the Merchant on the 


Sums advanced to pay the King's Duty, And 


if 
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if the Goods have paſſed from the Merchant: 
Importer to the laſt Retailer, through two or 
three Hands, before they come to the Con- 
ſumer, then He pays wo or three Advances 
the more. * So that in fact, He not only 
pays the fit Duty to the King, but perhaps 
twice as much again to others, by Means of 
theſe Advances upon Advances. The Conſe: 
quence of all which is, That Trade becomes 
monopolized by a few Rich Perſons, becauſe 
there is a greater Stock required to carry it on; 
And Smugglers will be the more numerous, and 
the more audacious, becauſe the Temptations 
to, and the Gains of Smuggling, become ſo 


much the greater, Whereas by the Method 


now propoſed, both theſe Miſchiefs would be 
prevented to a great Degree. g Obſerve, 
The Propoſal here made, compels no Perſons . 
to ſubmit to theſe Regulations, but only per- 
mits them to make uſe of them, if they are 
di 5 to do it. > Obſerve alſo, That this 
eme requires no ne Officers, even at the 
Commencement of it: And when it has 
been thoroughly tried and known, it would 
certainly greatly leſſen the Number of them. A 
Set of Publick Magazines (which, by the By, 
might be ſo contrived, as to be ornamental, as 
well as gh eful) built uniformly, and in a Qua- 
R drangular 


oy See this Affair ſet in a true and "freed Light in a 
Treatiſe entitled, An Eſſay on the Cauſes of the Decline 
of the Foreign Trade, London 1744. Printed for F. Bre- 
therton. Pages 16, and 17. 
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2 Figure, might eaſily be taken Care 
of and inſpected by a very few Officers, who 
might well be ſpared from the Numbers 
now employed as Land-Waiters, Tide-Wait- 
ers, Searchers, Deputies, Extraordinary Men, 
&c. &c. —— (+ Obſerve, 3d/y, That with 
teſpect to any Embezzlement, which theſe 
Magazine-keepers might be ſuſpected of, this 
might be prevented, as much as any thing of 
ſuch a Nature can poſſibly be (not only by 
Weighing the Goods, Gauging them, and 
taking Samples before they are delivered into 
the Officers Care) but alſo by making it ne- 
ceſſary, That theſe Officers ſhould be engaged 
with two ſufficient Bondſmen in two Sorts. of 
Securities, one to the King, to enforce their 
Fidelity to him, and another to the Mayor or 
chief Magiſtrate of the Town, and his Succeſ- 
| ſors, where the Magazine is kept, in Truſt 
for the Merchants, to enſure their Honeſty to 
them: And that when any of theſe Officers 
are ſuſpected of Embezzling the Merchants 
Property, the Party aggrieved may be at Li- 
berty to bring an Action in the Name of the 
Mayor, or chief Magiſtrate for the Time being, 
and recover treble Damages, with Coſts of Suit, 
on Proof of ſuch Embezzlement. Now 'in 
all theſe Reſpects the preſent Propoſal differs 
entirely from the late famous Exciſe Scheme; 
And every Objection made againſt that, is ob- 
—. . Re le” ods 
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As s this laſt Propoſil, and one or two more, 
would be attended with ſome Expence, were 


they carried into Execution ; --- And as the 


Nation, in its preſent Circumſtances, might 


be ſuppoſed incapable of bearing a farther 


Load : I ſhall therefore endeavour to point out 
a Method how certain Taxes might be raiſed, 
without burdening any of the Neceſſaries of 

fee ufficient to anſwer all theſe 
Expences Land be moreover highly conducive 
to the Reformation of the Morals of the Peo- 


ple, and the general Welfare of the es 45.6 
. | 


XVI. 'PR OPOSAL. 
TT 0 vs certain Taxes on the Swing Ar- 


ticles of Luxury, Vite, or Extravagance : which 
"Taxes ſhall be applied to the general Improve- 
ment of Commerce; by maintaining Conſuls, 


and erecting Forts, according to Propoſal VI. 


Building of Magazines and Warehouſes, as ſpe- 
cified in Propoſal XV. Giving Bounties and 
Perſonal Premiums to the greateſt Exporters 


of our pwn Manufactures, — the like to the 


greateſt Importers of Raw Materials from 
Foreign Countries, — eſpecially from our on 


Plantations, - according to Pr al VIE 


And in ſhort, by purſuing all ſuch Ways and 
Means, as ſerve to excite the Merchant and 


Ra Manu- 
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Manufacturer to promote the Intereſt of their 


— 42 and their own wogether. - W here- 
_ the | 


— 3 


1 wo Tax propoſed i is, That upon Batcholeys 


and Vidouers, ofen a certain Ae, thaw 


Children. x 


— Tn E 5 ill Conſequences that flow 
from the modiſb Practice of Mens living Bat- 
.chelors, are too glaring and evident. For we 

may venture to pronounce, without any Degree 
of Uncharitableneſs, That it is one great Cauſe 
of all the Lewdneſs and Debauchery of this Age. 
Some few indeed undoubtedly there are, who 

no ways contribute to theſe Immoralities by 
their ſingle Lite ; But they are too inconfide- 
rable in Number to deſerve to have particular 

Exemptions, even were it poſſible to diſtinguiſh 
-them from others, Win it is not poſſible 
to do in a legal, Way. In all Things calcu- 

lated for the: general Good, ſome Individu- 
als muſt ſuffer; and it cannot be avoided. 
Now (to conſider this Matter merely in a 
commercial Light) as there are at leaſt Ninety- 
nine in an Hundred, who gratify their De- 

ſires, but ſo 48 % adi no proper Increaſe to 
the public Stock of Inhabitants, in which 
the Riches and Strength of a Nation do con- 
fait, one may eaſily — ho of the Eyil of ſuch 
ba: Practice, by its bad Conſequences. And 
in 1 * where this Vice of 

living 
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living Batchelors moſtly prevazls, there it is 
obſervable, by the Bills of * Mortality, that 
rte bis more 
* To this Paragraph it has been objected, that the 
yearly Bills of Mortality,- which make the Burials more 
than the Births, are not to be relied upon, as to this 
Point; „ Becauſe there are no Births regiſtred, but the 
<< Births of thoſe who are baptized according to the Form 
of the z/tabliſhed Church; whereas Diſſenters of moſt 
© Denominations are buried in the Church, and conſe- 
« ;quently>regifreditheren? 05 on ono Tom 
Now as it is a very material Article to know, with 
ſome Degree of Certainty, Whether more Perſons die 
in London, than are born ;— and conſequently, Whether 
the whole City would not be depopulated in a” Century 
or two, if the Inhabitants followed the ſame Courſes they 
naw do, were it not for the INF Lux of Strangers, to 
ſupply theſe Deficiencies; I ſhall therefore beg Leave to 


offer the following Conſiderations, in Reply to the above 
| Ceo, | 


. Some Children are begot in the Country, yet born 
in London; ſuch, for Inſtance, whoſe Mothers come up 
to Town. for the Convenience of 5#:Ifu! Attendance : 


And as this is the Caſe _ with many Families of Diſtinc- 


tion, conſequently, the Number of Births is ſo much 
II. Many Perſons contra their Death-Sictneſs in 
London, yet are carried out of it for the Benefit of the 
Air, and die in the Country; there they are Buried, and 
uo Notice taken of them in the Regr/fers within the Bills 
III. Jos the ſame is the Caſe of thoſe, who die in 
London, yet are carried to their Burial- Places in the 
Country: The Number of theſe is conſiderable in the 
Year; whereas there are few Inſtances of Perſons being 
carried out of the Country, to be interred in London. 
IV. MA Diſſenters of different Denominations 
have Burial-Places of their, own ; and conſequently, the 
Moro Ces i Numbers 
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more Perſons die than are born, every Year. 
So that were it not for the continual Sup- 
plies from the Country, where the Marriage 
State is not yet quite ſo unfaſhionable, that 
great Metropolis would be depopulated in a 
Courſe of Years. And yet there is' no Place, 
in which there are ſo great Numbers of the 
Female Sex, in the Proportion, as in London. 
Can it be credited, though perhaps it is too 
true, That in this City alone there are up- 
wards of Ten Thouſand looſe Women, from ſix- 
teen Years old to forty, who have not Fifty 
Children in a Year? And the few they have, 
are horn with all ſorts of Diſorders, and educated, 
if they chance to live, in all #inds of Vice and 


4 3 2 by #4 


Numbers of their Dead do not ſwell the Regiſters of the 
eſtabliſhed Church /o much as might be imagined. 
Bur allowing, That the Numbers of Diſfenters bu- 
ried in the eſtabliſhed Church, may make ſame Diffe- 
rence in the Account, ſtill this Difference cannot amount 
to any thing near the Sum which is found to be the Dif- 
ference between Birtbs and Burials in the Compaſs of a 
ear; viz. about SEVEN THOUSAND Souls. The 
Numbers of Births, generally ſpeaking, amount to 14, 
or 16000 in a Year; and the Burials from 21, to 24,000 
in the ſame Time: A Difference of three to two. How 
ſoon would this depopulate any Country, were it not 
for foreign Supplies? And how terrible do the Effects 
of Vice, Lewdneſs, and Debauchery appear to the gene- 
ral Intereſts of a Kingdom, when ſeen from this Point 
of View, What an Abſurdity, therefore, was it if the 
Author .of..The Fable of the Bees, to ſay, That Private 
Vices are Publick Benefits; if we take the Future, as 
well as the Preſent, into the Account! It is Virtue 
alone, which can make a Nation flouriſh, þ 


* 
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Wi chedneſs ? In ſhort, it has been often re- 
marked, That the | greateſt Rakes, that all 
Europe can produce, when they arrive in Eng- 
land, and come to Londen, are quite ſhocked 
and 'ſcandalized at the unparalleled Lewdneſs 
and Debauchery reigning among. Us, ſo. far 
beyond any thing they could have imagined. 
Now if theſe 10,000 loſe Women had not 
been debauched and corrupted, and were mar- 
ried to Perſons of their own Rank and Con- 
dition, they might have had at leaſt One Thou- 
land healthy Children every Year; and theſe 
in a fair Way to be bred to Bang Trades and 
Callings. Beſides, upon the preſent Footing, 
= Draft ce done to the married Tradeſman, 
and Landed Gentleman, is moſt grievous and 
intolerable. * For they pay the Exciſe, and 
ſeveral other Duties, in Proportion to the Con- 
ſumption of their F amilies ; but the Batchelor 
pays only for his Fat, Self; 1. e. Thoſe who 
are moſh bene to the Publick, are, doubly, 
trebly, or quadruply taxed, in Proportion as 
they are beneficial ;, and others, who are a Nu- 
ſance to it, are therefire exempted. Is thers 
any Juſtice or Equity in this? I add, Men 

may underſtand theſe Things as Patriots and 
Politicians, who would turn a deaf Ear to 
Lectures in Moralicy and Divinity. Nay more, 
Such Abounding. 0 Lewaneſs, and Sur feiting of 
Proſtitution, 0 in Fact tend to zncreaſe the 
more unnatural Vices inſtead of preventing 
| them,. 

O ® Cauſe of the Deine &ee, 1 p. 3, 7 — 51. 
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| them, as it is vulgarly, though erroneouſly, 


ſuppoſed. And the Hiſtory of al! Nations, 
from the former Times down to the preſent, 
confirms this Aſſertion. Antient Greece and 
Rome, and modern England, to mention no 
more, have furniſhed foo many Examples in 
proof of this Point. And Reaſon itſelf ſhould 
tell us, That it is with 7516, as with all other 
depraved Appetites, where Surfeiting and Sa- 
| Zrety are Inducements to ſeek out % natural 

Ways of Gratification. 185 fi. ds 


Wurkrroxx the Pre 2 here is, That 
all Batchelors, after they have attained to the 
Age of Fenty five Years, ſhall pay TREBLE 


King's Tax, — Poor Tax, —Window Tax, 


and the Taxes upon Coaches, till they marry : 
And that all Widowers, between Thirty and 
Fifty, if they have no Children, ſhall pay bou- 
BLE. Thus the greateſt, i. e. the wealthieſt. 
Offenders, are properly mulcted. For un- 
doubtedly hey have it in their Power to ſettle 
in the World, if they will. They are the 


People who ſet bad Examples; and by their 


Station, Riches, Intrigues, and Addreſs, de- 
bauch thoſe young Women at firſt, who af- 
terwards become the common Proſtitutes of the 
Town. But as this only reaches the wealth:- 
eft of them; and as there are vaſt. Numbers 
of ſingle Men, whom this Scheme would not 
affect, therefore there ſhould be added to it 
a general Capitation Tax for all Batchelors, 
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of whatſoever Degree, above Twenty five 
Years of Age: And if this was fixed at Ter- 
ty Shillings a Head per Ann. for all above the 
Condition of Day-Labourers, and at Ten Shil- 


lings tor them (with an Exemption only for 


common Soldiers and Sailors) it would be a 
juſt and equitable Law, and would cer- 


— | be attended with many good Conſequen- 


ces, both as to the Morals and the Commerce 
of the Nation. The 


24 Tax propoſed,is, That upon mental Men- 


Servants, 1. e. ſuch who are not employed ei- 


ther for the Purpoſes of * ma or Com- 


merce, but for State and Grandeur. 


Ir was the gest Niet iple, Which run thro' 


the whole Plan of Sir M. D's Eſay on the 


Cauſes of the Decline of Foreign Dad before 
quoted, That each Perſon ſhould tax himſelf 
according to the Figure and Station of Life he 
choſe to appear in — But that all the Neceſſa- 
res of Life ſhould be Duty free. Now in 
the Caſe before Us, Livety: Servants, Foot- 
men, Valets, Men Cooks, Sc. Sc. certainly 
cannot be ranked among the Neceſſaries of 
Life, and therefore are the proper Subjects for 
ſuch a Tax. If any one chooſes to have them, 
he himſelf chodſes to appear in an elevated 
Condition, and therefore is the fiteſt to pay 
towards improving the Commerce, and extend 
ing the general Intereſt of the Kingdom. an 
. 8 Bur 
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Bur that is not all: For theſe Men-Ser- 
vants, generally ſpeaking, are by Nature fitter 


for other Employments, had they not taken 


up with this idle one: and might have been 
uſeful to their Country, by Sea or Land, either 
in the ſeveral Parts of Huſbandry, or in labo- 


rious Trades; whereas by their preſent way of 


Living they render themſelves uſeleſs in all 
Reſpects; and not only fo, but keep Thou- 
ſands of the other Sex out of an hone/? Em- 
ployment, which by Nature they are fil teſt 
for; and very often are tempted for the Want 
of it to take to vicious Courſes, I believe it 
will hardly be denied, but that Women Ser- 
vants might perform all the Functions, which 
Men Servants do, in refpe&t to waiting at 
Table, tending the Teakettle, &c. and equally 
as well, They might walk behind their La- 
dies, and carry their Books to Church, as well 
as any Footman, and why they are not per- 


mitted to do it, is Matter of ſome Aſtoni ſp- 
ment to a thinking Mind. In ſhort, the poorer 


and the middling Part of the Female Sex, are 
deprived of thoſe Employments, which pro- 
perly belong to them, very often to their own 


utter Ruin, and the Detriment of Society. If 


a young Woman has a genteeliſʒh Education, 
and a ſmall Fortune, ſhe ſtands upon the Brink 
of Deſtruction; and even if ſhe is deſirous, 
ſhe ſcarcely knows, Mat Trade to put her- 
ſelf to, in order to be out of the Way of 
TE 8 | Tempta- 
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Temptation, For, excepting two or three 
Trades, which Women {till retain, all the Reſt 


are engroſſed by Men. We have Men-Mantua- 
makers, Men-Milliners, Men-Staymakers, Men- 
Shoemakers for Women's Shoes, Men-Hair-Cut- 
ters for Women's Hair, &c. and very likely in 
time we ſhall have Sempſtreſſes, Laundreſſes, 
and Clear-Starchers, of the fame Sex, 


Svucu Perverſions as theſe, of the Order 
of Society, are not of ſmall ill Conſequence, 


either to the Welfare of Individuals, or the 


Good of the State. And therefore to diſcou- 
rage ſuch Practices as much as may be, in the 
Affair of Men-Servants, The Propoſal is, That 
each of them ſhall be taxed Two Shilliugs and 
Six Pence in the Pound, according to their 
Wages, to be paid by their Maſters and Mif- 
treſſes, and to be collected by the Officers of 
the Window Tax. If a Scheme of this Na- 
ture were effectually put in Practice, the Con- 


ſequence would be, either, That Women; Ser- 
vants would be employed, rather than Men, 
which would anſwer a good End in that Re- 

ſpect; —or elſe, that theſe Men- Servants, tho 


idle and uſeleſs in themſelves, would contribute 
to the promoting of Commerce and extending 
our Trade, by means of the Tax they pay for 
this End; — though ſorely againſt their Wil. 


Tux 3d Tax propoſed, is, That upon Sad- 
dle-Horſes, | O21 TELE 7 BY 
Sl. S 2 Tun 
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Tux Tax upon Coaches, as far as it went, 
was an excellent and publick-ſpirited Act of 
the Legiſlature. It was laying the Burden, 
where it ought always to be laid, viz. upon 
the Luxuries, the Ornaments, and Refinements 
of Living. But undoubtedly it was defective 
as to its Extent : Many Gentlemen of Fortune, 
eſpecially if they are ſingle, do not chooſe to 
keep Coaches; and others may live in ſuch 
Parts of the Country, where the Situation is 
not convenient for their ſo doing. Yet they all 
keep Saddle Horſes in abundance, — Hunters, 


—and perhaps Racers, — without paying any 


Tax; though theſe Things are Articles of 
mere Luxury, Parade and Pleaſure, as much 
as Coaches. Is there now any Equity or Juſ- 
tice in this? And are not fuch Perſons the 
propereſt Subjects to pay towards the Sup- 
port of our Manufactures, and extending 
our Commerce ? Undoubtedly they are: And 
therefore the Propoſal is this, That all Owners 
of Saddle Horſes, young Horſes under five 
Years old excepted, be taxed at the Rate of 
ue Shillings per Horſe every Year z — faving 
only one Horſe, which ſhall be admitted to be 
kept free of all Tax by each Owner, on the 
Suppoſition, That Riding may be neceſſary for 
his Health, or on the Account of Bufineſs. 
It greater Allowances than this were made, 
it would be opening a Door for Fraud and 
Collufion : And if Jeſs, it might bear hard _ 
1 A 
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the real Wants and Neceſſities of many Peo- 
ple. Perhaps even this Indulgence of one 
Horſe, Tax-free, to each Proprietor, might 
teem too rigorous a Reſtraint ; and might 
actually be ſo in certain Circumſtances ; but 
mm all Caſes of public Concern, it is impoſſible 
to adjuſt Things in ſuch a Manner, as that 
every Perſon can be pleaſed, —or even that the 
Intereſt of every Individual may be ſo particu- 
larly taken Care of, according to the Nature 
— his peculiar Circumſtances, as = he can 

ve no juſt Reaſon to complain. To proceed 


4th Tax propoſed to be levied is on Dogs 
of every Sort and Kind, except Shepherds Dogs, 
and Houſe Dogs. For every thing beyond this, 
is moſt undoubtedly an Article of Luxury, 
and Dtver/ion ; and as ſuch, juſtly liable to be 
Taxed. — 5 : 
- WHretREFORE the Propofal is, That the 
Owners of all Dogs ſhall pay One Shilling for 
each Dog every Year. And as there are ſuch 
2 Numbers of Hounds, Greyhounds, 

ointers, Setters, Spaniels, Beagles, Lap-Dogs, 
and Turnſpits all over the Kingdom, this would 
bring in a very conſiderable Revenue, which 
might be employed to the greateſt National 
Advantage, in ſupporting and extending our 
Trade and Commerce. — If this Tax ſhould - 
cauſe a Diminution of the Species, there _ 
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be no Harm in that; nay, it would be at- 
tended with a great deal of Good, as for many 
ether Reaſons, ſo particularly for this, That the 
dreadful and ſhocking Calamities attending the 
Bite of Mad Dogs, would be leſs frequent 
than they now are. --- If any one ſhould ob- 
jet, That Turn-ſpits ought to be conſidered 
as nece ary Inplements for dreſſing of Victu- 
als, and therefore ought to be excepted out of 
this Regulation : 'The Anſwer is obvious and 
ealy ; viz. That Tacks and Smoke-TJacks are 
Fey ue to Turn-ſpits in every Reſpett : --- 
wi are cheaper, all Things conſidered ; and 
a Species of Manufacture, which ought to be 
. But above all there is no Dan- 
ger from them of thoſe ſhocking Conſequen- 
ces aforementioned, which every Year have 
occafioned the Deaths of many Page, in the 
moſt dreadful manner. 


TR 5th Tax propoſed, is a double Turn- 


pe Tax on all Perſons, who travel on _ 
| days. A modiſh and a reigning Vice this! 
which ought - receive Evo and Diſ- 
ELIE from the Legiſlature. Not once 
in a thouſand times can there be a juſt and 

reaſonable Excuſe for this Practice; and there- 
fore it becomes a proper and fit Subject for a 


Tax, ding to the Principles before laid 
down. 
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In ſhort, We ſubmit it with great Defe- 
rence to the Judgment of the intelligent Read- 
er, Whether there is not ample Provifion 
made in this Propoſal, for all the Expences 
which might be incurred by the Execution of 
any of the Reſt; — and that without burden- 
ing any one Article of the real Neceſſaries of 
Life. Were the Taxes to be laid, as here re- 
commended, they would indeed very | probe- 
bly cauſe a confiderable Diminution of the Ar- 
ticles which were to pay theſe Taxes: But 
even that Circumſtance would prove, in many 


Reſpects, a very great National Advantage. 


And were the Monies raiſed by theſe Taxes, 
properly, judiciouſly, and faithfully applied to 
the good Uſes and Purpoſes before mentioned, 
— 4 there would not be a Nation in the 

orld, which could vie with us in Number 


of Inhabitants, Extent of Commerce, and the 
flouriſhing State of our Colonies and Factories 
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ND thus have I ventured to give my 
Sentiments, with that ſe and 
Unreſervedneſs, which is natural. to 
0 who mean well, and whoſe ſole Aim is 
the Good and Proſperity of their Country. 
As I have no private. Ends of my own to 
ſerve, either the one way or the other, I have 


80 no Biaſs 7. Self. Intereſt W Mind. 


Ii is true, 1 confeſs 4 many of the Pro- 
508418 here made, are Subjects very unpopu- 
lar in the preſent Times: Neither would I 
willingly have advanced any thing harſh or 
diſagreeable, even to prejudiced Minds, were 
it poſſible to have made Truth and Populari ty, 
in this Caſe, conſiſt together. But ſince that 
cannot be, what muſt be done? muſt we {till 


go on, languiſhing in our Commerce, increaſ- 


ing in our Diſorders, and beholding our Rivali 
taking their Advantage of theſe Misfortunes, 
Merely becauſe ſome People do not choofe to 


be told wuxkx the Core of the Evil lies, and 


HOW 
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How it may be faken cut? If the Alterations 


here propoſed, are neceſſary or advantageous to 
the Publick, hat alone ſhould be ſufficient to 


recommend them to the Eſteem: of all Per- 
ſons of Worth and Character; But if they are 
not, I. put in no Plea or Apology for them:--- 
Only I will add, on behalf of the Author, that 
his Intentions were © good, Tr He was oa 
taken. | 


I AM alſo well aware, That cher a cut 
tomary Prepoſſeſſion entertained againſt Pro- 
= of all Kinds; And that Projectors are 

ked upon as a Race of Beings who have 


ſomething very ſingular and whimſical in theit 


8 And yet I think it muſt be 
allowed, That, notwithſtanding all the Pre- 
judice which ſome chimerical Gentlemen of 
this Stamp have drawn upon themſelves, there 
muſt be both Projects and Projectors, when 
Things are bad, and want nending; ' otherwiſe 
they never could | be. e nor the * 
n 11 If 


wo "Wav H Ref ect to e 3 
are two general Objections, as far as I am able 
to perceive, which, my by made en Wigs 
_ been e ee 


A is, That'n many of the Propoſal | 
Ausb. e, be _ in s ti * 
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= 
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Tur fecond is, That the 8 here laid 


down, are attended with their Inconveniencies 
as well as a | 


To ha FIRST of theſe I reply ; 'Ttaras 
one can be certain of this, till an Attempt has 
been made to put them in Practice: And we 
may be very fure, Every one of them might 


be eaſily put in Execution, were Perſons as 
really animated with the Love of their Coun- 
try, and as truly concerned for its Welfare and 


Proſperity, as they pretend to be; And had 
fome among us, in heir Oppoſition to every 
Meaſure of the Government, no dart, latent 


Scheme at Heart, which they « cover over __ 


* ous Names. 


\ Bus: I Bs; 8 diese Schetes, ads 
all of them together, are fo difficult in them- 
ſelves to be carried into Execution, as that 
Jingle one 'which has been ſo happily perfetied 
in our own Days, the UNION with Scof- 
and. In that Caſe, inveterate National Pre- 
judices, — National Pride, —Family-Intereſt, — 
Slf-Intereſt, —Facobitical Initereft, —Pretences 
of Conſciente, Fears of Religion, and the 
reſpective Churches of both Kingdoms: 
All theſe * to heap up Difficulties in 
the Way. And yet all were ſurmounted by 
the Fumgeſs ind Addreſs of «thoſe rrür Pa- 
triots * both l to their immortal 
% Honour, 
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Honour, who had the Management of that 
Affair. Whereas in the preſent Caſe, there 
can be no Pretences of Conſcience, no Fears of 
the Church's being in Danger, to encounter 
with: There are no National Animoſities, or 
National Pride, or the Intereſt of great Fa- 

milies, to obſtruct us; And very little of Party 
Spirit can mingle in any of theſe Affairs: 
Self-Intereſt is the chief Obſtacle to be fur- _ 1 
mounted. This is indeed a great one, which . 
will draw every thing that it can to its Aſſiſt- 4 
ance. But it is not inſuperable, if withſtood #l 

by Men who have a true Love for their Coun- 
try, and Prudence and Diſcretion to time their 
Endeavours, and guide them aright. 


MoREoveR: Suppoſing none of theſe Pro- | 
poſals are ſuch as will go down at preſent, 11 
while Men are full of their Prejudices, and | 
fond of their own Opinions: Yet, even in that 1 
Caſe, it may not be amiſs to lay before them | 
the Things that are right; which they may © *M 
confider of at their Leiſure. When Men come | 
to reaſon and reflect, their Prejudices will be- 1 
gin to ſoften 3 and Time will reconcele them _— 
to thoſe Expedients, which they had znvergh- 1 
ed bitterly. againſt before ; perhaps for want 
of underſtanding and knowing them better. 
Thus it often happens, That Propoſals deem- 
ed impracticable at ane Seaſon, on account of 
the popular Outcry againſt them, may be call= 
ed for at another, with equal Vehemence and 
1 T 2 . Impa- 
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Impatience. And therefore, with humble 
Submiſſion, It may not be amiſs to leave theſe 
PrRoPosSALsS upon RE coRD for future Exa- 


mination, though none of them thould be 
judged feafible at the preſent. | 


Bu x beſides the former Obje#ton, a sECOND 
is, That this Scheme itſelf is attended with 
Inconventencies, as well as others. 


I GRANT it is: And ſurely no Man in his 
Senſes could ever ſuppoſe, That there could be 
any Scheme calculated for the general Good, 
which would not bear hard upon the Intereſts 
of ſome particular People. --- The true way 
of eſtimating any Propoſal is, to conſider, Whe- 
ther it doth remedy more old Inconveniencies 
than it introduces new ones; And whether, 
upon the whole, it is beneficial or not, — and its 
Benefits of ſuch Importance as deſerve to be 


regarded: Laſtly, Whether likewiſe ſome of 


theſe very Inconveniencies which are ſuppoſed 
to attend it, may not be prevented or amended 
by further Experience and Obſervation. - This 
is the true way for eſtimating any Propoſal : 
And by this Rule I would chooſe, that my 


own ſhould be tried; and then let them ſtand 
or fall. | 


VWVx are always complaining of the bad Mo- 
rals of our People; of a general Corruption; 
and the Decay of Trade. Nevertheleſs, it is 

| | very 


/ D ode oo aw &w- , 
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very certain, that the preſent Syſtem of Things 
greatly contributes to the Increaſe of each of 

theſe Evils. My Meaning is, that it lays pow- 
erful Temptations in Peoples way. And 
then, what can be expected? Some few per- 
haps will prove their Virtue to be ſuperior; 
but the great Majority will certainly be cor- 
rupted. For evident it is, that the Hmocence 
of the Bulk of Mankind, is beſt preſerved by 
their being kept ignorant of the Temptation, 
or at a great Diſtance from it. Now what is 
the natural Tendency of Cu/tombouſe Oaths, 
Election Oaths, Freedom Oaths, &c. &c. but 

to entice and encourage Mankind to be guil 
of the foul Sin of if and deliberate Perju- 
ry? What are the heavy Taxes upon the 
married State, and Exemptions for Batchelors, 
but the like Inducements to Men to remain 
Angle, and to gratify their Defires in an un- *1 
lawful Way? What are all the exclu/rwve Com- 1 
panies, all the heavy Duties upon Importa- 
tion, and the many Statutes for cramping the 
Trade of Treland, but fo many continued At- 1 
tempts to drive away the Trade from Our- 4 
ſelves to the French, who are not only our 1 
Rivals, but the moſt dangerous ones we can 1 
have? And truly we have greatly ſucceeded 
in all theſe: Yet who can we blame but our- 
ſelves? It may be pleaded indeed in Excuſe 
for theſe Laws and Eſtabliſhments, That they 
were not originally intended to produce thoſe 
kad Effects. I allow they were not; nor are 
5 91150 they 
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they charged with any fuch- Deſign. But the 
Queſtion here is, Not what was the View of 
Makers of theſe Laws, or what was the End 
propoſed by ſuch Eſtabliſhments, but what 
is the Tendency of them, as verified by Expe- 
rience, and how they do operate in Fact? And 
if it is made to appear, Fhat they are fo de- 
ſtructive in their Conſequences, and ſubverfive 
of our Morals, Liberties, and Commerce, it is 
but of little Conſolation to know, That they 


were eſtabliſhed with a better View; as we 


are now conſidering the Things 


themſelves, 
with their natural Co 


raters or Deſign of their Annen and Pro- 
jectors. 


I wiLL only add one Reflection more to 
what has been ſaid; viz. That if we would 
ſtill keep on our Trade at a Forei! gn Market, 
we muſt, at leaſt, be 
with other Nations, as to the Goodneſs and 
Cheapneſs of what we have to fell; otherwiſe 


we cannot expect, That Foreigners would give - 


Us the "tl to their own Loſs. This 
then being the State of the Caſe, it neceſſarily 
follows, That we muſt always have an Eye 
upon the Practice and Proc s of our 
Rivals, and take our Meaſures accordingly, 

as far as re this mutual Emulation. it 


they contrive Ways and Means to render. their 
Manufa#tures cheaper or better than they did 
before, ſo as to outvie Us; ve muſt Kine! to 


doutvie 


nſequences, not the Cha- 


an equal Footing 
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outvie them in Cheapneſs and Goodneſs, or 


be deprived of that part of Commerce by 
them: If they invite Foreigners to ſettle among 
them, in order to have the more Hands, and 
to keep don the Price of Labour; we muft 
do the ſame, or take the Conſequence to our- 
{elves 20 they allo of no exclufive Compa- 
nies in a Branch of Prade, which inten ferts 
with our Trade; ue muſt put down our Com- 
panies; or loſe thut Trade: If aber Manu- 
facturers are ſober and induſtrious, and work 
for low Wages, and ſeldom become a Burden 
upon their Pariſhes; we muſt endeavour to 
put ours upon the ſame Footing, or be content 
with the Poverty, which will be brought up- 
on Us: If their Government requires little or 
no Duties upon Importation, in order to en- 
courage the greater Numbers to engage in 


Trade, and that all Merchandize may come 


the cheaper to the Conſumer; e muſt imitate 
them in that reſpect, and change our Cuſtoms 
into In-land Duties, or adminiſter continual 


Temptation to the Needy and Fraudulent to 


turn Smugglers, and ſuffer ourſelves to fink 
under theſe Evils, together with the Burden 
and Weight of our Cuſtoms. Theſe are the 
Alternatives which are ſet before Us ; and one 
would think, That if Mankind were not greatly 
blinded with their Prejudices, and biaſſed by 
private Intereſts and ſiniſter Views, they need 
not be long in deliberating which to chooſe. — 

Not to mention, That as every Country in 
Pr 
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Europe now begins to underſtand the Maxims 
of Trade, and apply themſelves to Commerce, 
and are actually raiſing all Sorts of Manufac: 
tures of their own; and have laid ae Duties 
upon ours; — for theſe Reaſons, Ve ought to 
be more intent than ever to contrive all Ways 
and Means poſſible to ſower the Price of ever 
thing we export, in order to overbalance 
additional Duties by Dint of Cheapneſs of La- 
bour, and to outvie theſe new: Revals rn 
Goodneſs 114 our amen if 


AN 
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ad N CAS 2 _—_ - 
* , 


Pi ns 2 


APPENDIX, 


Containing a PLAN for raiſmg Ons 
only Tax on he , Conſumers of 
Luxuries, 


— I E 8 Propoils were en- 
e r to be drawn up in ſuch 
2 Manner as pointed out, how 
S 5 the deſired Alterations in our Syſ- 


tems of Commerce, and of col- 
lecting the Publick Revenue, might be brought 
about as gradually as. poffible. And no great- 
er Deviations were attempted to be made 


from the preſent State of theſe Affairs, than 


ſeemed abſolutely neceſſary; leſt too pre- 
cipitate a Shock might prejudice Mankind 
againſt Conviction. I did not therefore pro- 


U poſe 
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poſe ſome of the above-mentioned Alterations, 
as what appeared to me the very beſt, which 
could be deviſed ; but the beſt in our prefent 2 
Circumſtances, and the likelieſt to ſucceed. 
For I am convinced, That what I am now 
going to offer, is in itſelf a much more effec- 
tual Remedy, if our Conſtitution is ſtrong 
enough to admit the Application of it. 


THE Scheme is generally aſcribed to the 
late Sir M. D. as the Author of it; and is 
taken out of a Quarto Pamphlet, which would 
do Honour to any Man, ſeveral times already 


quoted; viz. An Eſſay on the FOE and De. 
dirt of the Foreign Trade. de 


Bor as I ſhall take the Liberty to make 
ſome few Alterations from, and Additions 
to, what this moſt ingenious Author hath 
advanced, I ſhall put thoſe Articles in a d:f= 
ferent Character, that they may be diſtm- 
guiſhed from his; And that his Original 
Plan may not be involved in any Cenſure, 
which perhaps is only due to my Additions 
and Alterations.— The Reaſons which in- 

duced me to believe that ſome few things 
might be altered, or added for the ways 
thall be hid word _ Reader i in the Sequel; 


P00 


AN — EY 40% 147 


sss G En̊ng 


An Extract from Page 44, Ge. of 


the Eſſay on the Cauſes and Decline 
of the THe Trade, 


Firſt and Second Proros ats 


| Luxuries, and take off all our other 
' Taxes, Exciſes, and Cuſtoms : ——And when 
| that 18 done, to make all o our Ports free. 


BY the Money-Aﬀair is F the * * 
Object, ſomething, by Way of Equipalent, 
muſt be given for the Taxes taken off: As 
fuch the following Scheme is offered. oh 


WE Prora Ai for raiſing. one only Tax on 
| the Conſumers of Luxuries. It is hereby pro- 
poſed, That all Perſons uſing, wearing, or 
drinking the following Articles of Luxury, as 
8 particularly ſpecified, be obliged to take out 

a Licence Yearly, paying each one Subſidy 
for each Article of three Half-pence in the 
Pound only, on the computed Income they 
ſhould have to ſupport the Station of Life they 
voluntarily place themſelves in, by the Article 
of Luxury they uſe, wear, or drink, as by the 
. 1 following. RT Ls 

7 U2 ARTI- 


0 lay one Tax on the Conſumers of 


— — — - ** 


.J 
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Ku 
* 


ARTICLES, of LUXURY. 


| Inco 


a. #23 


ton JOE "OY 


| 


* 


uh. "I AL. 


| 


66. Keeping more Sadflic-Horſes than one. 250 


AM 


15: Drinking French I ines in their Hau-! 


* 


All Perſons . 2 >. 2 14 + 


"Uſe St 

2, Uſing Diſhes or Plates of Silver at their?) 

Tables, commonly called Serwices' df 400d 

Plate — 
3. Keeping a Coach and Six for their Ua 
4. Keeping a Coach and Four for their Uſe 1 000 


fes or Lodgings x 9 


De 


tf Chariots, Fo our-Wheel Chaiſes, Ee. 
orb included in the Term Cæach. 


— LI 


A7 
* : 
K 


ſides Necklaces, Solitaires, Rings, 
Ear-Rings) _ 3 

3. Keeping a Sedan Chair for their Uſe — 800 

0. Wearing Gold and Silver, Men on 
their Coats and Hats; and Women d 
on their Gowns and n | : 


$00 


Boards or Tables (not having Services) 


and Plates at their Tables 

12.) Wearing Necklaces or Solitairks 24 
Jewels for their Dreſs (beſides Rings c 58 

or Ear-Rings). 

135 Keeping : a Chair or Chaiſe with ak 250 | 
Horfe for: their Uſlſe— ee 

44: Keeping u Pace Hendl: 

18. Keeping a Man, or Aer, denen 1 
Livery, er t2 watt at Table * 250 


_ 


1. Keepingtwo > Coaches a we Six for wer pes, 80 00 . 
KAN 


” Wearing Jewels for their Dreſs IT l ef 
890 


E23 * 


10: Uſing Silver Plate for their e 256 
11. Uſing China Seryices, vs. Gt 1 1 


=; 


6. 3, Fecping a Coach and Two for = jor - . 


2 


* 1 


Halfpence 
per Pound. 


d. 


* 


. 3 


At 
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| Tax at 3 


Gam WR 
8 E of L Xx U Nx. bb come. Halipence 


— — — — 
— — — — * 72M 3 
* " 
© a T * . 
. L. pe " EE ad 1 
9 


All Ferfoins 
17. Dag Port Wine i in their Houſe, 
Lodging or Service. I baue inſerted 
the Mord. Port for Reaſons beneaſter; 
and all other ines, except F feng, are 
here included | 
18. Keeping Greyhounds, Setters, , Nets 
 Fowling- Pieces, &c. | 
19. Uſing «Ong Plates for Deſerts WY 1 


(having no Services of China]. 


20. Wearing Gold or Silver for their? 4 4 
| Dreſs{except on * pay N Hats, E 100 120 6 
— | > eoſpiaqert 
21. Wearing Jewesin Ringgor Aris. 4000 412 6 
22. Going te Plays, Operas, Concerts,) f : 
Ball, Maſpuerades, Ridottas, Trek. zoo] 7 2]. 6 | 
Rooms, ?Publick\ Gardens © = —)* FA} | 
23. Going: ta Bear and Bull - Baitings, y * + (=: } | 
Prize-fightiugs, 'Boxing-matches, Cock- bs 5M 341k} - | 
 feghtings, and Florſe- races —-— [ | | 
* Uſing no Silver Plate but Spoons —— 59 | 51-3 | 
25. Drinking Brandy; Rum, or any Spi- n = 
Tits, in Houſe, Lodging, or — einne 
26. Mearing Silk er Silk a in W. 15 Kel.) " = 
277 Havin Pitruret, Paintin rints Rs es 2 | 
| | in — Lodging 271 8 $0 =Y bot 3 
28. Bub more than one r L T7 : 
in ditt Dor 8 63 
29. Drinking Tea, Coffee, or Chocolate, by 8 
in Houfe, Lodging, or Servies — * 8 f 22 
30. Ving China Tea - — bao key 42 ity T 
Saucerr 332 | 
31. Playing-et Cards, Dian ar any ada 36651 © | 
Game, which ig not uſed fer the ſake of = 188 
© bodily {hv 
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Tx 1 | s is the 1 88 of the Au: 

thor: And I have ventured to make ſuch Ad- 
- ditions to it, as, I hope, are conſiſtent with 
his good Deſign. I ſhall therefore make no 
| Apology for each particular Alteration ; And 
only obſerve with reſpect to the 5th and the 
17th Articles, . e. The Piſtinction between 
drinking French Wines, and other Wines 
(which are the principal Alterations) that they 
both ſeem to me to be highly neceſſary. The 
Author indeed makes no Difference through- 
out the 
ſumption of French Wine or Port Wine, as if 
it was the ſame to the Commerce of this 
Kingdom : But, though I acknowledge with 
Pleaſure the Inſtruction ] have received in 
other Parts of the Science of Commerce, I 
cannot follow him in this; and muſt {till tick 
to the Maxims of all che former Writers on 
Trade, till I can ſee more Reaſon to alter my 
Opinion. If French Clarets, Burgundy, and 
Champagne, were as cheap as Port, few Men 
would heſitate long which to chocſe. The 

Britiſh Merchant, I think, has ſatisfactorily 
proved, That were we to aboliſh all Duties 
on French Goods, and they to do the ſame 
on 17 (as was partly the Scheme of the 
Miniſtry during the four laſt Vears of Queen 
Ann) t 4 Contequence would be, at leaſt, for 


a great many Years, That England would be 
over-run 5 French Silks, Laces, Wines, 
{ Brand ies, 


Treatiſe between promoting the Con- 


* * — 


e . 6 


OF: 


* r 'S 
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Brandies; Cloths, Suffs, Ribbands, Fans, Toys, 
Sc. And the French would take very little 
or nothing in Return, more than at preſent. 
The Experiment therefore which he propoſes, 
ſeems to me too hazardous; the bad Effects 
of it would be violent and inſtantaneous, and 
the good ones very flow and gradual; ſo that 


the Patient would be in Danger of expiring, 
as is often the Caſe, before the Medicine can 


operate, 


BEST DES, Were we to give ſuch Encou- 
ragement to the French Wines, as is here 
ſuppoſed, what would become of our Por- 
tugal Trade? which, as to the Balance of 
it, is worth two Thirds of all the reſt. The 
Court of Portugal would lay an high Duty, 
and perhaps a Prohibition, upon all Brizfþ 
Commodities, the Moment they found we 
did not give due Encouragement to theirs : 
Which indeed by Publick Treaty we are 
bound to do. And the French have always 
viewed this gainful Trade with a longing Eye; 
and would be glad to put in for it, if they 
found any Opening. es 


Bur to return; As to the Scheme in ge- 
neral, it is certainly very good. Perhaps the 
Valuation of the Income ſuppoſed neceſſary 
for ſome few of the principal Articles is ſet 
too high; being, I preſume, calculated for 
the Meridian of London, and the 8 - 
un- 
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Counties: Whereas the Calculation ſhould 


have been made more upon a Medium with 


the more diſtant Parts of the Kingdom, where 
things are much cheaper. But this is a Trifle; 
and might eaſily be rectified. It is ſufficient, 
that the Scheme is good in itſelf; and i is ſol 
g of great e gon no 


Tur Author in the next Place gives a 


general Rule, © That all Articles of the fame 


Degree, or under the Article paid for, are 
« included in it.” f. r. If I underſtand him 
rightly, The greater includes the leſs. For 


Inſtance, If a Perſon pays for a Coach and 


Six, he is thereby entitled to uſe a Coach and 
Four, a Chariot, a one Horſe-Chaiſe, or any 
other Vehicle he pleaſes. If he enters a whole 
Service of Plate, he may uſe Side-Boards, and 
all other Plate beſides. If he takes out a Li- 
cence for drinking French Wines, the dame 


will ſerve for Port, Spaniſh, or any Sona, for 
mow and Brandy 3 and Gon 0 


In DR Rp as to playing at Cards, Ge. 1 Can» 
not allow this to be comprehended under the 
Article of going to ſee Publick Diverſions, 
not becauſe in the one Caſe, Perſons are ra- 
ther Spectators than Actors, but alſo becauſe 
— of every kind ought to be Aiſcounte- 

nanced OE ts N wot" py 


I App 
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I App alſo, what I conceive the Author 
has omitted, That the higheſt Article which 
any Man enters; gives the Lead to all the reſt; 


5 ſo that he is to pay for each of the ſucceeding 
> | the fame which he pays for the firſt. If a 
l Perſon enters a Coach and Six, and pays Twelve 

Pounds Ten Shillings, according to the Rates 
G in the Table, he is to pay the ſame Sum for 


every other Article he enters. And there are i 
© | the following weighty Reaſons for it: Firſt, - | 
That by fo doing, this Scheme becomes the ; 
moſt excellent /umpruary Law, that ever was 
* deviſed: And ſecondly, That it is juſt and | 
reaſonable each Perſon ſhould pay in Propor- 
tion to what he Uſes of any Commodity : 
* Now the moſt probable Grounds we can go | 
le | upon (for the Affair will not admit of Cer= 1 
tamty and Demonſtration) 1s, That Perſons in þ 
general live in Proportion to the Figure they 
make. A Perſon, who keeps a Coach and 
Six, is ſuppoſed to have more Wine drank in 
his Family than one who keeps only a fingle 
Chariot, and to uſe a greater Quantity in Pro- 
portion of every other Article, which he en- 
ters; and therefore in all Reaſon and Juſtice, 
he ſhould pay the more. 


. 


Tux next Article that he propoſes is, 
* That Huſbands ſhould pay for their Wives 
e the one Fourth of the Article they pay for 
*© themſelves, to entitle them to Uſe the 
51 | * 00 ſame j 
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«© fame; and that the Parents ſhould pay for 
* cach Child under Age the one Eighth of the 
* Article they pay for themſelves, to entitle 
* them to uſe the ſame.” Here again I am 
ſorry I find myſelf obliged to differ from the 
worthy Author. If the Huſband is taxed for 
his Wife, and Parents for their Children in 
Proportion to their Numbers; this would be 
making too near Approaches to the Fault the 
Author had himſelf ſo juſtly condemned in our 
prelent Syſtem. Beſides, when a Man has a 
Family, he is neceſſarily obliged to enter more 


Articles than he would do, were he ſingle, 


And 1t would be a great and diſcou raging Hard- 
ſhip for the Heads of Families to pay theſe 
FH or any Part of them, over again, on 
11 3H; Account of their Wives and Children, 

Moreover, I do not ſee how we could rightly 
diſtinguiſh which Articles belonged to the Huſ- 

band, which to the Wite, and which to the 
Children. It therefore ſeems to me a more 
equitable way, That the Huſband or Parent 
be reſponſible for the whole, Family, and be 
conſidered, as if he entered all the Articles of 
his /ingle Se If. If the Family are extravagant, 
and will uſe more Articles of Luxury than his 


Circumſtances will afford, it is his Buſineſs to 


reſtrain them : And the preſent Plan makes 


it his immediate Intereſt, as well as Duty ſo 
to do. aq Es | 3> 


THE 
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Tur Author then propoſes, © That Batche- 
© lors ſhould be doubly taxed, if of Twenty 
One Years of Age.” — This, with Submus 
ſion, is too ſoon, Suppoſe rather, That they 
paid a fingle Tax for each Article, till they 
arrived at Twenty Five Years; and then were 
zrebly taxed, till they married; and that Wi- 
dowers likewiſe without Children, if upwards 
of Thirty, and under Forty Five, were doubly 


taxed. 


TRE Author then recommends, That all 
Perſons, ſuch as he there reckons up, who 
get their Living by the Luxuries and Extra- 
vagance of others, ſhould be obliged to pay 
tor every Article they enter, as if they had an 
Income of Five Hundred Pounds a Lear. 
But here I think there is not a ſufficient Diſ- 
tinction made between the different Claſſes of 
theſe People; ſecing that, according to him, 
all muſt pay alike, from the meaneſt Ale-houſe 
to the greateſt Tavern; which ſurely is a very 
unequal way of Taxing, and not at all agree- 
able to his own juſt Maxims. Suppoſe there- 
fore, inſtead of fixing upon any particular 
Sum, That each of theſe Perſons ſhould tax 
himſelf, by his Way of Living, according as 
others do, but only much higher, g. That 
all keepers of Taverns, Coffee-houſes, Long- 
Rooms, Publick Gardens, Ale-houſes, Sr. 
And that all Players, Shew-men, &c. thould 
RG - 2 be 
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be trebly taxed, as long as they continue in ſuch 
Profeſſions; — and that even this ſhould be 
doubled on all thoſe, who retail French Wines 
or Brandies. 


Bu r undoubtedly the Way and Manner of 
levying ſuch a Tax, is the Point which me- 
rits moſt the Attention of the Publick. And 
on this Head, the worthy Author has given 
= Specimens of an uncommon Sagacity and 

enetration. I ſhall not ſtay to repeat all his 
Rules and Directions, but refer thoſe who are 
diſpoſed, to the Treatiſe itſelf; But there is 
one Point, which particularly deſerves to be 
mentioned for its Singularity and Contrivance, 
and as it 1s the Maſter Key to all the reſt: 
And that is, the Method which he has taken 
to make each Perſon immediately intereſted in 
detecting the Frauds and Impoſitions of his 
Neighbours. He obſerves in the firſt Place, 
That as the whole Scheme is a Tax upon 
Vanity, the very Nature of this Paſſion betrays 
itſelf, and will not be concealed : Conſequent- 
Iy, there can be little Room for defrauding the 
Revenue in ſuch a Caſe. — But ſuppoſe a few 
Frauds ſhould be attempted in ſome particular 
Circumſtances; then the following Method, 
which he propoſes, is the moſt effectual Way 
of detecting them, vig. Let each Perſon for 
the firſt Year voluntarily tax himſelf according 
to the Station of Life he chooſes to appear in; 
and let him take out a Licence of the proper 
Officer 


ba 
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Officer in each Diſtrict, ſpecifying the ſeveral 
Articles he enters: Let a Pariſh "Regiſter be 
kept of all the Money fo raiſed in the Year 
within that Pariſh ; and let the Tax ſo colle&- 
ed, be a Standard for laying on the Pariſh 
Rates of Church, Poor, Lamps, Scavengers, 
and all other Parochial or County Payments 
for the enſuing Year. The Conſequence will 
be, That thoſe who pay moſt, will naturally 
detect ſuch of their N eighbours as uſe any of 
the Articles above-mentioned without entering 
them; becauſe in ſo doing, they cauſe this lat- 
ter Burden of Taxes to light the eaſier u 
themſelves, and oblige their Neighbours to 
contribute their Quota with them. And as 
the Author propoſes, That the ſuſpected Per- 
ſon ſhould be chaged with the Onus Probandi, 
or Juſtification of himſelf, this would ill 
facilitate the Scheme. And the Idea of an 
Informer would be very far from being conſi- 
dered in that contemptible and deteſtable Light 
it is at preſent, when the beſt, the greateſt, and 
thoſe who make the moſt ſplendid Figure in 
each Pariſh, would be of the Number. 


THIS Tax is propoſed by the Author to 
be laid on the firſt Year without taking off 
any other, in order to have a Fund aforehand, 
and to pay our National Debt the faſter, and 
alſo to {ke what it would amount to. Then 
he propoſes, That all other Taxes ſhould be 

aboliſhed 
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aboliſhed Year by Year, as this increaſes, and 
is found adequate to ſupply their Places. 


T wi1LL therefore ſingle out a Gentleman of 


Two Hundred and Fifty Pounds Income by the 


Year, with a Wife and four Children: AndT . 


will ſuppoſe that he enters every Article he 
well can; and compare that Tax with the 
preſent, in order to ſee what Adv antages may 
be reaped by it. 


A Gentleman of 250 J. per Annum, living 
ſomething profuſely, enters, 


n 
1. A Service of China, which in- 
cludes all other Articles of 11 3 
China | F746 
2. A Side-Board of Plate; all o- 
ther Plate (except Services) =, 8 
cluded 
3. Jewels, vis. Necklaces and 
Solitaires ; Rings and Ear Rings © a 3 
included . TE 
4. A two wheeled Chaiſe 111 3 
5. A Pack of Hounds ; Grey- 
hounds, Guns, Nets, Sc. in- 1 A 3 
cluded 
6. Men-Servants in Livery, or to 
wait at Table 2 $ RB 4 
7. Saddle Horſes 1 11 
8. Port, and all Wines (except 1 
French) Rum, Brandy, andy 113 
Fpirits 1 


Carried over — 12 10 © 


hat — — — 
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| Brought over — 12 10 o 
Gold and Silver in Dreſs 9 | 
cept on Coats, Hats, Shoes, = by 
and Gowns) Silk, and Silk ( | 3 
Stuffs included 
10. Going to Plays; all other : 
Diverſions included — F 3 
11. Pictures, Prints, G&W. — 111 3 
12. Tea, Coffee, and Chocolate 1 11 3 
13. Looking Glaſſes 10 1 3 
14. Playing at Cards) — 111 3 


Total, witch this Gentleman 0 
would pay for his Annual Li- | 
cence 


Deduct W Rue in Wy: pound pct? 00 
Expences in collecting, Wehicls 0:60 
is about 1 


— 


. 
11 * i th 


— A 
um 


Remains clear to the Government” 2 1 12 0 


Wu EREAS a Centlemün of the fulle "3 
come, let him be as frugal as he well can, 
pays at preſent for himſelf, his Wife, Children, 
and Family, in Daties, Cuſtoms, and Exciſes 
to the King, and Perquiſites to Officers of the 
Cuſtoms, with all their Train of enhancing 
Conſequences, almoſt double the former ; tho' 
the neat Produce, which comes clear to the 
Government is full one third leſs, by the fol- 
lowing Eſtimation, 

I. THE 


. 


with the King's Duty, Cuſtoms 


1. Tux Gentleman is tans] 


and Exciſe, for all the Salt, 


Soap, Leather, Candles, (and N ö 


— 45 Coal) all the Malt and 
perhaps Ale, Beer, 
Cyder and Perry) all the Wine, | 
Brandy, Rum, and Spirits; the | 
Sugar, Raifins, Currants, Le- jz0 
mons, Oranges, Tobacco; the 
_ 'Tea, Coffee, and Chocolate, Fe; 
and other Articles uſed and con- 
| ſumed by himſelf and Family : | - 
Which, If he is very ſaving, 
perhaps may- amount to no 


Hops (and 


2 


_— df F * 
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3 


0 „ 


more thank about n 
2. He is Tek ks HONG ods 


mary kind of Advances on each 


of theſe Articles, i. e. The Ad- 


vances which the Perſon who 
fuſt pays the Duty, makes on 


the next Buyer, and he on the: 


next, till it comes to the Con- 


ſumer, who muſt pay for ALL: 


Which at leaſt muſt amount iT ab 


k to- 
5 1221 
” 
p 3 * o 
o 4 
q 
. 


Quried over— 36 o 0 


35 HE 


F 


r n 


o þ 


IE 
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| „ 
Brought over = 30 0 0 
3. * He is charged with all) | WY 
ſecondary kind of Advances, 
1. e. The reciprocal Advances | 
of the Price of Labour, Provi- | 
ſions, and all Commodities, 10 © 6 
which Tradeſmen, Landlords, | | 
and all People concerned, make 
upon one another, This muſt 
at leaſt amount to as much more 


Total paid at preſent, even with 4 
good Oeconomy $49 $9: oi 
| ©. | Bur 
| * Tae Nature of primary and ſecondary Advances | 


may, be beſt explained by an Illuſtration of both in the 
ſame Trade. Suppoſe, A. by Trade a Shoemaker : He 


buys his Leather of the Tanner and Currier, and pays 


to them the King's Duty, with their Advances upon it: 
He charges this Duty, with the Addition of their Ad- 
vances, and a new one of his own, upon the Shoes he 
ſells, This is the Nature of all primary Advances, be 
they multiplied ever ſo often. The Intereſt of the Mo- 
ney ſo paid and uſed in Trade, as Matters now ſtand, 
make it neceſſary, that they ſhould be, hs 
Bur this is not all: for A. finds that B. C. D. E F. 
G. &c. That is, The Butchers, Brewers, Bakers, Far- 
mers, Cheeſemongers, Chandlers, Grocers, Clothiers, 


Taylors, and in ſhort, all the Tradeſmen whom he deals 


with, do likewiſe charge him with their reſpective Ad- 
vances. Therefore, 'as he has no Reſource but what 
his Occupation brings in, he charges his Shoes, as it were 
again, with a ſecondary Advance, in order to anſwer their 

Demands. Thus the Affair goes round, they charging 


him, and he them; till the Original Prige of each one's 
e ON IR © OE 


OY 


+ 
* 
$ 
6 
* 
I 
— 
9 
= 
» 
: 


. 5. d. 


Bu 1. the the Gentleman con- 
cerned pays 401. per Annum|- 
for the Duties and: their Con- 
ſequences, yet the Original ( 
Duty to the King was no more | 
- than — — — 


20 5 6 


Heduct therefore one third at leaſt 


for collecting — * 6 13 oY 
Remains clear to the Government 1 3 1 's 


1 navs here allowed one third for collect- 
ing: and whoever conſiders. the vaſt Expence 


which the Government is at, eſpecially in the 


Salt and Cuſtoms, will be apt to conclude; that 
I have not allowed enough. As there is a 
Draw-back upon all Salt exported, and Salt for 
the Ule of the Fiſheries; therefore it is neceſ- 
ſary to have Salt Officers in all the Ports and 


Creeks of the Kingdom, to prevent Frauds and 


Impoſitions upon this Account. An amazing 


Expence, which this amounts to. And as to 


the Cuſtoms; there i is not one Port in ten 
(except 


Commodities is increaſed to a prodigious imaginary Value. 
It is therefore no longer to be wondered at, That a Pair 
of Shoes, which doth not pay four: Pence Duty, to tha 
King, is yet enhanced a Shak ing, or more in the Price, 
fince the Duty laid upon Leather, and other the like Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life. —Whereas no ſuch. thing can happen 
according to the Nature of the Scheme here recommend - 
ed: All Neceſſaries of Life, e uty-free, and, with- 
out e of any kind. 
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(except the Ports of London, Brijlol, Liverpool, 
Southampton, Hull, Newcaſtle, Lynn, Leith, an 

 .Glaſcow) which enter Merchandize enough 
to defray the Expences of their own Officers, 
— What a Difference is this, in compariſon. to 
the Scheme propoſed ! In Hat, as it is propof- = 
ed, that each Perſon ſhall be obliged to come 
and enter, and pay the Money without any 
farther Expence, . three Pence in the Pound 
would be full ſufficient for the Salary of the 
Receiver and his Clerk: In hir, Six 7 7 0 
and Eight Pence will ſcarcely fatisfy for the 
collecting of Twenty Sh:ll;ngs, even by com- 
puting all upon an Average. So that though 
the Subject, with all his Oeconomy, pays an- 
nually Forty Pounds, the King receives but 
one third of it, vig. Thirteen Pounds Six Shit 
lings and Eight Pence : Whereas in the other 
Caſe, the Subject would pay but Twenty Our 
Pound Seventeen Shillings and Six Pence, tho 
he appeared in a much gayer Scene, of Life. 
And yet the Government would receive, clear 
. "= all Charges, Twenty One Pound Tuelve 
Shillings, which is upwards of one third more. 
What then would jt have been, had they both 
lived" in the fame Degree of Gajety and Pro- 


© * * 
4 A 5 414 
Fuſeneſs. | 
1 * 7 R * Oy 8 5 # „ * 


Sven a Scheme therefore as here propoſed, 
one would think, ſhould recommend itſelf. 
For all Perſons in the Nation would find 
their Account in it in the long run, if they 
e eng 
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could have the Patience to look forward, and 


were not ſo contracted in their Views, as to be 
chained down to the preſent Advantage of pri- 
vate Intereſt. But what has been already 
mentioned, is only one Good Conſequence, out 
of a multitude of others which would -attend 
it. For as it would render all things cheaper, 


it would neceffarily increaſe our Foreign Trade, 


enrich our Country, employ our Poor, increaſe 
the Stock of Inhabitants, raiſe the real Value 
of all our Lands and Commodities, and de- 
preſs the preſent imaginary and factitious one: 


As there would be no Duty upon Importa- 


tion, it would invite more Perſons to engage 
in Trade; and prevent the very Poſſibility of 
Smuggling: As all Ports would be open, every 
Part of the Kingdom would have a fair and 
equal Chance; and the Sun-ſhine of Com- 
merce and Plenty would be diffuſed equally 
throughout: Above all, It would be attended 
with two excellent Conſequences, which de- 
ſerve to be more particularly noted, as we have 
little of the Kind now exiſting. For fr/t, It 
would be a moſt excellent ſumptuary Law, to 
give a Check to the Luxury and Extravagance 
of the Age. The highe/t Article which a Man 
enters giving the Lead to all the reſt, would 
make it his immediate Intereſt, to go as Low 
as poſſible: So that he would find himſelf un- 
der a continual Monitor to forego his Pleaſures, 

till he could better afford to pay for them. 
His g piring Vanity would be checked by the 


Conſidera- 
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Conſideration, | That he is to pay the more for 
every other ſucceeding Article in Conſequence 
of the firſt. Secondly, It would be a Tax, 
which no Man could complain of; as it would 
be his own volun Act and Deed, to rate 
himſelf in this 3 Claſs, and to appear 


Saber in an higher or a lower en of Life. 
Bo r alas! after all, what. « can we 8 


from ſuch a World as this he Scheme 


before Us is of too enlarged and noble a 
Nature, to be rightly „ and truly 
reliſhed by narrow and contracted Minds. 
It KF with the preſent Intereſt of too 
many Perſons, to be likely to ſucceed. And 
Na am 2. I may apply to this Author, the 
Words I heard in a Caſe not very different 
from it: Sir, This is all right; But it will 
never do: It is roo HONEST. 


HoweEve R, there is a Satisfaction in offer- 
ing things right and honeſt to Publick Conſi- 
deration, whether they are accepted, or not. 
It is a laudable Paſſion to be willing to do 


the moſt extenſve Good. And there are not 


many Men, though many may he honeſt and 
upright in their private Capacity, who think 
themſelves concerned to be ative and inde- 
fatigable in promoting the Welfare of the 
Community. The Caſe with the Selfiſh and 
Deſigning is quite the reverſe: They are ever 
Vi igilant and induſtrious in defeating every 

Meaſure, 
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Meaſure, which is not calculated for their B 
own private Advantage, to the Detriment of 
others. Their Craft is endangered by ſuch a 


Syſtem: And therefore they always cry it 
down, and are e zealous 1 in oppoting 1 e 


a 
Tu vs it is, That 1 in moſt Ebnet where 
the Publick Good is concerned, a few kna- | 
viſh and diſhoneſt Perſons are an Over-match 
by their Zeal and Activity for greater Num- | 
bers, who are more negligent and indifferent. 
Every generous ai. I diſintereſted Propofal na- 
turally alarms all thoſe, who prey upon the 
Publick. — But let the Event be what it 
will, an honeſt Man, who doth his Duty, 


enjoys that Satisfaction which 92 are Op 
Sers _— | 
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BOOKS Printed for Twomas TRT, 
near Grays-Inn Gate, in Holborn. 


| WO Diſſertations on certain Paſſages of Holy Scrip- 
ture, viz. the firſt on Lake xiv. 12,13, 14. and the 
other on Rom. xlii. 1, 2, 3, 4. Wherein the, Cavils 
and Objections of the late Mr Cavss, in the firſt Volume 
of his Poſthumous Works, viz Remarks on the Scriptures, are 
particularly conſidered and refuted. By Jos1anu Tucker, A. M. 
Vicar. of All Saints in Briſtol. Price 1. Be 
II. The Works of the Moſt Reverend Dr EDw ARD Synce, 
late Lord Archbiſhop of Tuam in Ireland. Conſiſting of great 
Variety of Tracts, wrote on the moſt uſeful, intereſting, and 
important Points and Doctrines of the Chriltian Religion. In 
Four Volumes. Price bound, 125. * 
5 The Spirit of St Paul; or the Sentiments of this great 
Apoſtle relating to a Chriſtian Life and Converſation. Adapt- 
ed to all the Days of the Month. Together with an Appen- 
dix of ſelect Collects, and Prayers. With Forms of Morning, 
Noon, and Evening Service; taken from the Liturgy of the 
Church of England, and the beſt Exgliſb Writers in the De- 
votional Way. By Tuouas Mok fr, A. M. Pr. bound 15. 
IV. Preparations to a Holy Life, or Devotions for Families 
and private Perſons; with Devotions ſuited to moſt particular 
Caſes: Alſo Meditations, Prayers, and Rules for the moſt pious 
obſerving the Holy Time of Lent. By the Author of the 
Week's Preparation to the Sacrament. The Seventh Edition. 


Price bound 1 5. 


V. The Church Catechiſm explained to the meaneſt Capa- 
city; not only in Queſtions and Anſwers, as uſual; but, after 
each Anſwer is an Enlargement by the Catechiſt, for the Im- 
provement and farther Inſtruction of the Congregation in ge- 
neral. Uſeful for all Families. The Second Edition reviſed. 
By JoszrAH Br1cgs, M. A. and Vicar of Kirkburton in the 
County of rk. Price bound 14. 64. cant KV; 

VI. The Church Catechiſm, with fingle Proofs taken from 


the Words of Scripture only, after a new Method. By. the | 


Rev. Mr BunBuzy. The Seventh Edition. To which are 
added, Graces, and a Morning and Evening Prayer. Brice 
2 V or la g. per Handred,;- |... 4930643 an rutebuT 
VII. A Brief Expoſition of the Catechiſm of the Church 
of England, in an eaſy and familiar Method, for the Uſe of 
Perſons of tender Years and moderate Attainments. By N. 
CLerx, Rector of Shaftor St: Famer's in the County of Dorſet. 

Price 3 d. or 20s. per Hundred, 5 
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BOOKS. Printed for Tupias Trve: | 


VIII. Divine Paems, containing the Hiſtory of Jonah, Eſt- 
ber, Job, Sampſon. Together with Sion's Sonnets, and Ele- 
jes. Written and avgmpnted by Fx Axis QuarLes.. T 
Fifth Edition. „„ IT 5 
IX. A Compendious View of the Religion of Nature deli- 
neated ; being an Abridgment of Mr WooLasToN's Treatiſe 
under that Title. To whigh: is added an Appendix concern - 
ing the Chriſtian Religion. The ſecond Edition Corrected. 
Price bound 2 . 8 fn b Ne be 


X. A Gentleman s Religion in three Parts; The · firſt con- 
tains the Principles of Natural Mfigion; the ſecond and third 
the Docrides bf Chriſtianity bôßt as to Faith and Practice. 
With-an Appendix, wherein it. is:Foved, that nothing con- 
trary to our NMaſon can poſſibly b he Object of our Belief; 


but that it is nò juſt Exception ag me. ſome of the Doctrines 
"ny Reaſon. The Sixth | 


of Chriſtianity, that they are abo 
Edition. Price bound 2's. 1 e e 
XI. A ſhort View of the Profaneneſs and Immorality of 
the Engliſb Stage, c. with the ſeveral Defences of the ſame: 
In Aer to Mr Concsreve, Dr Drake, Cc. &c. By 
2 CorLI Ex, A.M. The Fifth Edition. Price neatly 
und 4. 
„XII. The Works of Jonx SHEFFIELD, Earl of Mulgrave, 
Marquis of Normanby, and Duke of Buckingham. The third 
Edition enlarged. In two Volumes 8 vo. Price 105. | 
XIII. Oriental Tales, collected from an Arabian Manuſcript 
nin the Library of the King of France: In Two Volumes, 
with Cuts. Price bound 5 x. e ee e 
- XIV. The Law of Actions on the Caſe for Torts and Wrongs; 
being a methodical Collection of all the Caſes concerning ſuch 
Actions, vi. 1. For Trover and Converſion of Goods, 2. 
For malicious Proſecutions. 3. For Nuſances. 4. Deceits 
and on Warranties. 5. On the common Cuſtom againſt Car- 
riers, Innkeęepers, c. 8 vo. Price bound 55. 
XV. A Diſcourſe of the judicial Authority belonging to 
the Office of Matter of the Rolls in the High Goat of Chan- 
cery.' The Second Edition, with large Additions on that Sub- 
je&, and the Antiquity of proceeding in Equity; Together 
with: a Preface, occaſioned by a Book intitled,” The Legal 
Judicatyre in Chancery ſtated, 8vo. Price bound 3 5. 6. 
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